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N the firſt Edition of theſe 
Diſcourſes the Doctrine of 
the Paſſions food as an In- 
troduction to them, wh:rein their 
general Nature was explain d, their 
various Kinds reduced to ſome re- 
gular Order, the Uſes of them in 
human Life repreſented, and moral 
and divine Rules were propoſed 
for the Governmunt of theſe natu- 
ral and ative Powers. This little 
T Treatiſe has been much enlarged, 
and printed by itſelf, under a di- 
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V1 The Preface. 


Sting Title, (viz.) The Doctrine 


of the Paſſions explain'd and 


improvd. Theſe Diſcourſes of 


the Love of God, and the Ule 
and Abuſe of the Paſſions in 
Religion now fol; and fince 


there are Readers of a different 


Taſte, who have defired each of 


them alone, they may now chuſe 


for themſelves, cr they may order 


the Bookſeller to join them together 


if rey pleaſe. 


Many Years are now paſt fince 


the general Deſign of both theſz 


Treatiſes was formed, and ſome 


brief Sketches of them were drawn, 


which had lain by me in ling filence 


among other Papers. 
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The Preface. vii 


That which inclined me, at laſt, 
to draw up theſe Diſcourſes, of 
the Uſe of the Paſſions in Reli- 
gion, into a more regular Form, 


N dvs the growing Deadne/s and De- 


generacy of our Age in vital Reli- 
gion, though it grow bright in ra- 
tional and polite Learning. There 
are too many Perſons who have im- 


FT bib d, and propagate this Motion, 


that it is almoſt the only Buſineſs 
of a Preacher to teach the nece/- 
ſary Dofrines and Duties of our 


| holy Religion, by a mere Explica- 


tion of the Word of God, without 


4 enforcing theſe Things on the Con- 


[cience, by. a pathetick Addreſs to 
the Heart; and that the Buſineſs 


„ a Chriſtian, in his Attendance 


4 on 


Vii The Preface. 
on Sermons, is to learn what theſe 
DoFRrines and Duties are, with- 
out taking any Pains to awaken 
the devout Senſations of Hope and 
Fear, and Love and Foy, though 
the God of Nature hath ordained 


them to be the moſt eſfectual Al- 


lurements or Spurs to Duty in 
this _ preſent animal State. We 


are too often told, that this warm 


and affeftionate Religion belongs 
only to the weaker Parts of Man- 
kind, and is not firong and manly 
enough for Perſons of Senſe and 
good | Reaſoning. But where the re- 
ligious Uſe of the Paſſions is re- 
nounced and abandoned, we don't 

find this cold and dry Reaſoning 
ſufficient to raiſe Virtue and Piety 
to any great and honourable De- 


gree, 
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The Preface. ix 


gree, even in their Men of Senſe, 
without the Aſſiſtance of pious Af- 
Fections. N 


On the other hand, it muſt be 


acknowledred alſo, there have been 


many Perſons who have made 
their Religion to conſiſt too much 


in the Working of their P aſſions, 


without a due Exerciſe of Reaſon 
in the Things of God. They have 
contented themſelves with ſome de- 
vout Raptures without ſeeking after 
clear Conceptions of Divine Things, 
or building their Faith and Hope, 
and Practice, upon a juſt and ſolid 
Foundation of ſacred Knowledge. 


FF hatſoever is vehement, if it hath 


' But the Name of God annexed 10 
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it, they are ready to think and call 
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Xx The Preface. 

Sacred and Divine. This Sort 
of Religion lies very much expos'd 
zo all the wild Temptations of Fan- 
cy and Enthuſiaſm : A great deal 
of the Bigotry of the World, and 
the Madneſs of Perſecution may 


1 thought it neceſſary therefore, to 
ſpeak of the Abuſes of the Paſſi- 
ons, as well as the Uſe of them, 
and ro guard againſt Miſtakes on 
both Sides. 


As a Foundation for theſe Di/- 
courſes I choſe to treat of the Love 
of God, which in a ſovereign Man- 
ner rules and manages, awakens or 


by ſuppreſſes all the other Paſſions of 
the Soul. The whole Train of 


* bath the painful and 
tbe 


be aſcribed to this unhappy Spring. 
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; } the pleaſant Ones, are under the 
Power and Regulation of Love. 
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in every Age. 


The Preface. xl 


In my Purſuit of this Subject I 


have endeavour d to avoid all Ex- 


 tremes;, that is, neither to turn 


Religion into a Matter of Specu- 
lation or cold Reaſoning, nor to give 
up the devout Chriſtian to all wan- 


dering Fooleries of warm and un- 


governed Paſſion. I hope I have 
maintained the middle Way, which 
agreeable to the Holy 


Chriſtianity, / it has produced 
the nobleſt Fruits of Righteouſneſs 
On this Account I 
may þ preſume, hat the Track wh ch 


I have purſued will give no juſt 


Offence to the wiſeft and the ; | 
of Chriſtians. In 


. — — — 
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In order to make this Work 
more ſerviceable to the Purpoſes of 
pra@#.cal Godlineſs, I have endea- 
vour d to form a pathetick Medi- 
tation upon the Argument of each 


Diſcourſe, that I might, as far as 
poſſible, exemplify the Practice of 
thoſe Things which I recommend 
#0 the World, and aſſiſt the devout 
Reader to ache a preſent Uſe of 
them toward his Advancement in 


zhe Chriſtian Life. 
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DISCOURSES 


OF THE 
LOVE V GOD, 


AND THE 


Usk and ABUsE of the PASSIONS. 


DISCOURSE I. 


The Affectionate and Supreme 


Love of God. 


— 


MARE Xii. 30. 


Thou ſbalt love the Lord thy God with 


all thy Heart. 


MON G all the Teachers of Re- 
A ligion chat have been ſent from 
God to Men, the two moſt emi- 

ncnt and illuſtrious areMoſes and Chriſt ; 
Moſes the Servant of the living God, and 
3 his only begotten Son. Both of 
them 


——— 
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them lay the Foundation of all truc Re- 
ligion in the Unity of God, and both of 
them make our Religion to conſiſt in 
Love. Thus faith Moſes in the ſixth 
of Deuteronomy, whence my Text is ci- 
ted, and thus faith the bleſſed Jeſus in 
the Place where my Text lies, Hear, O 
Iſrael, the Lord our God is one Lord. 
Thou ſhalt love him with all thy Heart. 

Tis no wonder that all the Powers of 
our Natures, with all the utmoſt Extent 
of our Capacities, muſt be devoted to the 
Love and Service of this God, ſince there 
is but one, ſince he 1s God alone, and 
there is none beſides him, Iſa. xliv. 6. He 
muſt reign over the Heart and the Soul, 
over all our intellectual and our bodily 
Powers, ſupreme and without a Rival. 

Though the Love of our Neighbour 
is required both by Moſes and Chriſt, as 
a neceſſary Part of our Religion, yet it 
muſt never ſtand in Competition with the 
Love of our God. | K 
Some ſuppoſe the ſupreme and intenſe 
Degree of this Love to be the whole De- 
ſign of Chriſt, in recommending the 
Love of God to us in all theſe four Ex- 

preſſions, 


xtent 
) the 
there 
and 
. He 
Soul, 
odily 
al. 
hbour 
ſt, as 
yet it 
th the 


1tenſe 


le De- 


g the 
ar Ex- 
ſions, 


Love of GOD. 15 

preſſions, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy Heart, and with all 
thy Soul, with all thy Mind, and with 
all thy Strength, viz. to intimate in ge- 


neral that all the Faculties of Nane 


ſhould be employed in the Love and 
Service of God, with the greateſt In- 
tenſeneſs and full Vigour of Exerciſe. 

But if we ſhould diſtinguiſh theſe Sen- 
tences, according to the different Powers 
of Nature, into ſo many differcnt Signi- 
fications, I think they may be moſt na- 
turally thus explained: God muſt be 
loved with all the Mind, i. e. he muſt 


ſtand higheſt in the Eſteem of the Judg- 
ment: He muſt be loved wth all the 


Soul, i. e. with the ſtrongeſt Attachment 
of the Will to him: He muſt be loved 
with all the Heart, i. e. with the 
warmeſt and ſincereſt Affection: And he 
muſt be loved wth ll the Strength, i. e. 
this Love muſt be manifeſted by the ut- 


moſt Exerciſe and Activity of all the in- 


ferior Powers. 

The Heart in the Language of Scrip- 
ture, and in the common Senſe of Men, 
is the Seat of the Paſſions, z. e. of Fear, 


Hope, 
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Hope, Love, Hatred, Joy, Sorrow, 

Shame, Deſirc, and fich like, which are 

uſually called the Paſſions or Aﬀettions 

i of the Heart. I ſhall not ſtand in this 

place to give a more exact or philoſo- 
phical account of them, having done that 
in another Treatiſe. 

If it be enquired, why the Heart is 
ſaid to be the Scat of the Paſlions, there 
is this good Reaſon for it, vg. Tis by 
ſenſible Effects on the Heart, that ſeveral 
of the Aﬀections do chiefly exert and 

" manifeſt themſelves; and it was chiefly 
for this Reaſon, that Few Philoſophy 
gave the Soul of Man its chief Reſidence 
in the Heart, and made it to be the Seat 
of the Paſſions. 

The Heart allo in Scripture, and in 
almoſt all Nations and Languages, is uſed 
to expreſs or imply Sincerity; what is 
done from the Heart, is done ſincerely, 
perhaps, becauſe the Paſſions are natu- 
rally ſincere, and are not ſo eaſy to be 
diſguiſed as the outward Actions of Men. 

Now, ſince it is my Deſign to trcat of 
the Exerciſes of the Paſſions or Af- 
 feftions of the Heart in the _— 7 b 

Nel. 
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Love of GOD. 1 


Neligion, I have choſen this Sentence as 


the Foundation of my Diſcourſes. The 
plain and obvious Propoſition contained 


in the Words is this, vi. 


The Lord our God is the proper Ob- 
jeft of our moſt ſincere Affection, 
and our ſupreme Love. 


It is not enough for the Eye to be 
lifted up to him, or the Knee to bow 
before him; 'tis not enough for the 
Tongue to ſpeak of him, or the Hand 
to act for his Intereſt in the World; all 
this may be done by painted Hypocrites, 
whoſe Religion is all Diſguiſe and Vanity: 
But the Heart with all the inward Pow- 
ers and Paſſions muſt be devoted to him 
in the firſt place: This is Religion indeed. 
The great God values not the Service of 
Men, if the Heart of Men be not in 


it: The Lord ſces and judges the Heart; 


he has no regard to outward Forms of 
Worſhip, if there be no inward Adora— 
tion, if no devout Affection be employed 
therein. Tis therefore a Matter of in- 
tinigg Importance, to have the wholc 
Heart engaged ſtedfaſtiy for God, If this 

be 
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be done, we ſhall have ſufficient Evidence 
in ourſelyes, that we are truly religious, 
and are beloved of God. DES, 

In treating this Subject, I ſhall conſider 
theſe ſeven Things. 


I. What is pre ſuppoſed and imply'd in 
the affectionate and ſupreme Love of God. 
II. What will be the Effects of this 


| ſupreme Love to God on all the other 


Paſſions, or how this divine Paſſion will 
engage all the reſt of the affectionate 
Powers in the Intereſts of Religion. 


III. Of what Ufe and Importance the 
Paſſions are in Religion, and what Ad- 


vantage is to be derived from them. 
IV. How far the Paſſions may be abu- 


| fed, even in religious Concerns, or what 
is the irrezular Uſe of them, and how 


their Efforts ſhould be limited and re- 
ſtraincd. 

Under each of theſe Heads I ſhall pro- 
poſe ſome uſeful Reflections. 

V. We ſhall ſhew how the affectionate 
Chriſtian may be vindicated againſt the 
Cavils and Reproaches of Mev. in his 
warmeſt Exerciſes of Devotion. 

VI. What 
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Love of GOD. 19 


VI. What Relief or Comfort may be 
given to humble and ſincere Chriſtians, 


who complain that they feel but very 
low Degrees of this affectionate Love to 


God, ot of the Exerciſe of pious Paſſions, 
either in publick Worſhip, or in their 
devout Retirements. 

VI. What are the moſt proper and 
effectual Methods of exciting and engag- 
ing the Affections in Religion. Of each 
of theſe in their Order. 


Firſt, What is preſuppoſed and im- 


5 plied in the ſupreme and affettionate 
| Love of God? 


I anſwer, theſe five Things “. 

I. Some good Degrees of the Know- 
ledge of God, and ſuch an Acquaintance 
with him, as may raiſe the higheſt 
Eſteem of him in our Mind. 'Tis im- 
poſſible that we ſhould love any thing that 
| | „ 

I might have deſcribed the affectionate Love of God 
here by the Love of Fſtecm, the Love of Bencvoleuce, 
and the Love of Complacency, according to the Diſtribu- 
tions of Lowe in the Treatiſe of the Paſſions, mentioned 
in the Preface; but I chuſe rather in this place to ſhew, 
what Acts or Operations of the Under/ftanding and #7 ili, 
ure preſuppoſed and included in the Love of God: The 


more afectianate Operations of it are reſerved to the next 
Diſcourſe, | | x 
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we know not: And 'tis not to be cx- 
pected that we ſhould loye God ſupremely, 


or with all our Heart, if we have not 


known him to be more excellent, and 


more deſirable than all other things We | 


are acquainted with. We mutt have the 
higheſt Opinion of his tranſcendent 


Worth, or we cannot love him above all 


things, 


It is granted, we may /ove or delight 


in {ome Objects of an inferior Nature, 


as they are Inſtruments of our Health or 


Eaſe, or Comfort; ſo we are ſaid to love 
our Habitation and our Food, becauſe 
they miniſter to our Conveniency or Sup- 
port in the preſent Life. We may love 
ſome poor worthleſs Wretches with good 


Will and Compaſſion, becauſe we deſign 
to beſtow ſome Benefit upon them. We 
love our Country and our Kindred with 
a ſoit of natural Attachment of the 


Heart, becauſe they belong to ourſelves, 
and we are (as it were) of a picce with 
them. Wie love our Friends, becauic we 


eſteem them poſſeſſed of ſome valuable 


Properties, and able to confer Benefits 
on us, or to relieve our Wants: But un- 
1 
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of God preſuppoſes ſome Hope of an In- 


the higheſt 
From him, If I lie down in deſpair of 
his Mercy, I cannot look on God, even 


Love of GOD. 21 
leſs we ſee the great and bleſſed God as a 
Being poſſeſſed of the higheſt Excellencies, 
and capable of beſtowing on us the richeſt 
Benefits; unleſs we ſee him as an all- ſuffi- 
cient Good, we ſhall never love him with 
our whole Heart: The Affection to ſo un- 
ſeen and ſpiritual a Being as God is, can 


low : Where the Love ought to be ſupe- 


rior to all other Loves, the Eſteem muſt 
be tranſcendent. 


II. The affectionate and ſupreme Love 


tereſt to be obtained in his favour, and 
Advantages to be derived 


in all his ſupreme Excellencies, with an 
Eye of Love. 
Creatures, knows more of the tranſcen- 


dient Glory and Worth of the great God, 


than the wiſeſt and the beſt of Mortals here 


— —_ —— 


on Earth : But he knows there is no Hope 
for him to obtain an Intereſt in his Fayour, 


and therefore he continues in his old En- 
His Rebellion has cut him off 


mity. 
from all Expectation of divine Mercy, 
and 


The Devil, the worſt of 
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44 The Afﬀettionate and Supreme 
and therefore he cannot love this God of 
infinite Excellency. A dreadful State in- 


deed for an intclligent Being, that he 


cannot love what he knows to be infi- 
nitely amiable! _ 

Hope is the molt alluring Spring of 
Love. Terror and laviſh Fear ſtand op- 
poſite to this holy Affection: Such Fear 
has Torment in it, and ſo far as we fear 
God as an Enemy we are not made per- 
fect in his Love, 1 John iv. 18. We 
love him, becauſe we hope that he has, 


or he will love us: Tis the Aſſurance, or 


at leaſt the Expectation of ſome Intereſt 
in God that engages the moſt affectionate 
Love: And perhaps the Words of my 
Text may have ſome Reference hereto, 
when it is ſaid, Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy Cod. When we believe or hope that 
the Lord is ozr God, we cannot but love 
him. 

III. This Love of the Heart implies a 
ſtrong Inclinaticn of the Will toward 
God, a ſteady Bent of Soul toward this 
bleſied Author of our Being and Happi- 
neſs: It implies a Choice of him above 
and beyond all things elſe, as our moſt 

—— deſirable 
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23 
deſirable Portion and our eternal Good. 
If any thing in this World be the choſen - 


Portion of our Souls, if any thing be- 
neath and beſides God be made our chief 
Hope, our Support, and our Life, our 
Hearts will run out in ſtrongeſt Affections 


toward it, for it is our chief Happineſs; 


and then we can never love God as it be- 


comes a Creature to love his Creator. 


The holy Tſalmiſt was a moſt affecti- 
onate Lover of his God, and how often 
does he call him the Portion of his In- 
heritance, his Refuge and his Hope? 
Pſal. xvi. 5. Pfal. cxlii. 5. and in Pal. 
Ixxiti. 26. Thou art the Strength of my 
Heart, and my Portion for ever. Bleſ- 
[id Saint ! he had choſen God for his 
cturnal All. 

Under this Head I ſhould add alſo, that 
where the Mill is thus attach'd to God, 
the Soul will cxcrt itſelf in continual 

\ihes for tlie Honour of God in the 
World: It is the Nature of Love to wiſh 
well, and to do good to the beloved Ob- 
ject; and ſince God can receive no other 
Good from us, but the Manifeſtation of 
his Excellencies and Honours among Men, 

we 


P 
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we ſhall earncſtly ſcek and wiſh this 
Glory of God, if we arc ſincere Lovers 


of him. „ 
IV. This affectionate and ſupreme Love 
of God includes in it an outgoing of the 
Heart after him with moſt intenſe 
Longings, and moſt pleaſing Senſations : 


This is what we arc wont to call more 


_ eminently the Love of Deſire, and the 
Love of Delight, which 1 ſhall ſpeak of 
more at large in the following Diſcourſe. 


The Heart of a ſincere good Man is reſt- 
leſs till it find God, that is, till it obtain 
a ſolid Hope and Perſuaſion of his Love, 
a growing Conformity to him, and con- 
ſtant Delight in him. The Heart is not 
eaſy without God: It acquieſces and reſts 
in him alone. If I have God for my 
Friend, and my everlaſting Portion, 1 have 


all : If he be abſent, O that I knew 


where I mizht find him] And if he ma- 
nifeſt his Preſence with his divine Influ- 
cnces, Come back, O my Soul, from a- 
mongſt the Creatures ; come back, and 


return to God thy Reſt. 


V. Where the Love of God reigns in 


the Affections, it will command all the 


other 
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LOVE of GOD. 25 
other Powers of Nature, and all the 
reſt of the Paſſions to aft ſuitably to 
this ſovereien and ruling Affection of 
Love: The Eye will often look up to 
God in a way of Faith and humble De- 
pendence : The Ear will be attentive to 


his holy Word : The Hand will be lift- 
cd up to Heaven in daily Requeſts : The 


Knees will be bent in humble Worſhip : 
All the outward Powcrs will be buſy in 


doing the Will of God, and promoting 
his Glory: He that loves God will keep 


his Commandments, and fulfil every pre- 


tent Duty with Delight: He will cndea- 


vour to plcaſe God in all his Actions, 
and watch againſt and avoid whatſoever 
may offend him. And while the ſeveral 
outward Powers arc thus engag'd, all the 
inward Affections of Nature will be em- 
ploy d in correſpondent Exerciſes, Su— 
preme Love will govern all the active 
Train of human Paſſions, and lcad em 
Captive to chearful Obedience. 

This brings me to the next Thing I 
propoſed: But before I enter upon it I 
would make thele four Reflections, 


1 which will conclude the preſent Diſcourſe. 


* Reflection 
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Reflection 1. How vain are all their 
Pretences to love God who know little 
or nothing of him, who are neither ac- 
quainted with the glorious Perfections 

of his Nature, nor with the wondrous 
Diſcoveries of his Grace! Love muſt be 
founded in Knowledge, How vain arc 
their Pretences to love God with all 


their Heart, and in a ſupreme Degree, 


who ncver ſaw him to be a Being of 


tranſcendent Worth, of ſurpaſſing Ex- 
ccllency, and capablc of making them 


for cver happy 3 who value thcir Corn, 
and their Wine, and their Oil, their 
Buſineſs, their Riches, or their Diverſions 


more than God and his Love! 


How e ſenſcleſs and abſurd is the Pe— 


we do not reſolve to live upon him as 
our Hope and Happineſs; if we do not 
choole him to be our God and our All, 
our Chief and All- ſufficient Portion in 
this World, and that to come! Where 
the Idea of God as a Being of ſupreme 
Excellence doth not reign in the Mind, 
where the Jill is not determined and 


fixed on God, as our ſupreme Good, 


Men 


7 „„ a: 8 *, 


e 


their 
little 
er ac- 
tions 
drous 
iſt be 
in are 
h all 
egree, 
ing of 
2 Ex- 
them 
Corn, 
their 
erſions 


Pre- 


ngs, if 


nim as 
do not 
ur All, 
ion in 
Where 
apreme 
Mind, 
ed and 
Good, 

Men 


„ „ % * 


Lo VE of GOD. 27 


Men are Strangers to this ſacred and di- 
vine Affection of Love. Till this be done, 
we cannot be ſaid to love God with all | 
the Heart. 

Neflect. II. How neceſſary and ui ſeful 
a Practice it is for a CHriſtian to medi- 
tate often on the tranſcendent Perfection 


and Worth of the bleſſed God, to ſurvey 


his Attributes, and his Grace in Christ 


Feſus, to keep up in the Mind a conſtant 


Idea of his ſupreme Excellence, and fre- 


quently to repeat and confirm the Choice 


of him, as our higheſt Hope, our Portion, 
and our everlaſting Good! This will keep 
the Love of God warm at the Heart, and 
maintain the divine Affection in its pri- 
mitive Life and Vigour. 

But if our Idea of the adorable and ſu- 
preme Excellence of God grow faint and 
teeble, and ſink lower in The Mind; if 
we loſe the Sight of his amiable Glorics, 
the Senſe of his amazing Love in the Go- 
ſpel, his rich Promiſes and his alluring 


'; Grace, if our Will cleave not to him as 
3 our chief Good, and live not on him 


daily as our Spring of Happineſs; we ſhall 
abate the Fervency of this ſacred Paſſion, 
B 2 our 
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our Love to God will grow cold by De- 
grees, and ſuffer great and guilty Decays. 
Reflect. HI. How greatly and eternally 


are we indebted to Jeſus the Son of God, 
who has revealed the Father to us in all 


his moſt amiable Characters and Glories, 
and brought him as it were within the | 


reach of our Love! 
The three great Springs of Love to 
God are theſe: A clear Diſcovery of 


Hat God is in himſelf; a lively Senſe 


of hat he has done for us; and a well- 
grounded Hope of what he ci beſioa 
uon us. All theſe are owing chiefly to 
our bleſſed 7eſus. Let us conſid ider them 


diſtinctly, 
(1.) It is he, even the beloved Son of 


God, Who lay in the Doſom of the Fa- 
ter, who has made a fuller and brighter 


Diſcovery to us t Cod is, what an ad- 


mirable and tranſcendent Being, a Spirit 
glorious in all Perfections. Tis true, 
the Light of Nature dictates ſome of theſe 
Things to us, and the antiert Prophets 
have given further Manifeſtations. But 
none knows the Father to as the Son 
does, and thoſe to whom the Son will 
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reveal him, Matt. xi. 27. That bleſſed 
Perſon who is oze with the Father, mult 
know him beſt. That illuſtrious Man, 
who is {> intimately united to God, and 
in om dwells all the Fulneſs of the 
Godhead bodily ; he whoſe Name is 
Emanuel, God with us, or God manifeſt 


in the Fleſh; he muſt know the Father 
with ſuch an exquiſite Knowledge, as fir 


tranſcends the reach of all our Ideas. 
Let it be noted alſo that the bleſſed 
Feſus came down from Heaven not only 
to ſhew God a/l-g/orions to Men, but to 
make him appear 2//-lovely and deſira- 
ble in the Eyes of Sinners, by repreſcnt- 
ing him in all the Wonders of his Com- 


paſſion, and forgiving Mercy. Even a 


great, a juſt, and a holy God, is lovely 


and amiable in the Sight of guilty Crea- 


tures, when he is willing to reconcile the 
World to himſelf in and by his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, not imputing to them their Ini- 
quities. Such a Sight of God, is the firſt 
Attractive of our Love. 

(2.) 'Tis the Son of God who came to 
inform us what God has done for us, 


and thereby to engage our Love. The 
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Reaſon of Man, and our daily Experience, 
tcachcs us that he is the Author of our 


Being and our Pleſſings: He cauſes the 


San to ſbine, and his Rain to d:{tend on 
the Earth : he gives us fruitful Seaſons, 
and pr our Hearts with Food and Glad. 
neſs. Dut tis Feſus, who has told us the 
cternal 3 of bis Father's Love, and 


what kind Deſigns he form'd for our Re- 


covery from Sin and Hell, when in his 
own Foreknowlcdge he bcheld us fallen 
and miſerable: He has told us what cter- 
nal and unfailing Proviſion God has made 
tor us by ewing us into the Hands of his 
Son, even into thoſe Hands where he has 


entruſted the infinite Concerns of his 


own Honour; and that he appointed 


his Son to redeem our Lives, by his own 
bloody Death. 


This is Love glorious indeed, and fit 


to allure and kindle our warmedl Affec- 


tions to God. 

It is the bleſſed Son of God bunt 
who by his Father's Appointment has 
ſuffered Agonies and Sorrows of un- 
known Kinds, unknown Degrees, for us. 
He pour d out his own Soul to Death to 
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ſecure us from the deſervd Wrath and 
Vengeance of God: He ſuſtain d many a 
painful Stroke to make a Way for us to 
partake of his Father's Mercy, and to ren- 
der the offended Majeity of Heaven a 
proper and more engaging Object of our 
Love. 

(3) Again, It is this fame glorious 
Perlon, the Son of God, who has inform- 
cd us at large, not only what God has al- 
ready done, but what he will do for us; 
and has given us the Hope of everlaſting 
He has confirmd all the 


by Angels and Prophets in former Ages; 


and he has added many a rich and moſt 


expreſs Promiſe of a glorious Reſurrection, 
and a future State, and {ct them betore 
us in a divine Light, beyond what the 
Prophets or the Angels ever knew in an- 
tient Times: He has aſſured returning Sin- 
ners of the Pardon of the higheſt Crimes, 


and the moſt aggravated Iniquities; and 


he hath ſecured the everlaſting Favour 
and Preſence of God to all his Followers: 
for by the Father's Appointment he is 
gone to prepare Manſions of Glory for 


B 4 them, 


. 
= 
© = 


» 
32 The Aſfectionate and Supreme 


them, that where he is they may be alſo; 


that they may dwell with him, and with 
his Father for ever. 

Ius it appears that our everlaſting 
Thanks and Praiſes arc due to the bleſſed 
Fe ſuus, who has laid the Foundation of 
Love between an offcnded God and his 
guilty Creature, Man. He has revcal'd 
the great God to us, has told us what he 
is, and has ſet him before us in his moſt 
amiable Clorics : He has taught us what 
Wonders of Mercy God hath wrought 


for us already, and what Bleſſings he will 


beſtow on us, thro' the future Ages of 
Eternity: And thus he hath open d all 
the Springs of Love to allure our Hearts to 
God. What Chri/tian can withhold his 
Love and Praiſe from ſo worthy, fo di- 
vine a BcnefaCtor ? 

Reflect. IV. I may therefore well add, 
in the laſt Place, that no Perſon in Heaven 
or Earth was ſo proper to recommend to 


., us this divine Virtue, he Love of God, 
as Chriſt Fefus, our Saviour, who ſpeaks 
the Words of my Text: He who was 
himſelf the beloved Son of God, the firſt 
Favourite of Heaven, the higheſt Object 
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of his Father's Love, and the beſt and 
moſt perfect Lover of his Father: He who 


was the great Peace- maker between God: 


and Sinners, the chief Miniſter and Meſ- 


ſenger of his Fathers Love to Men. If 


he had not undertook to make Peace we 
had ſtill continued Children of Wrath, 


and in the ſame State with fallen Angels, 


who are never invited to return to the 
Love of God. There is no Prophet, no 


Meſſenger ſent to require or charge them 


to love God, for there is no Prieſt or 


Peace- maker appointed for them. 

Who is ſo fit a Perſon to urge upon 

our Conſciences this bleſſed Command : 
of Love to God, as he who came to re- 


deem us from our State of Rebellion and 


Enmity, to deliver us from the Anger of 


God, and the Curſe of the Law, and cver- 
laſting Death Who can give us ſuch pathe- 
tick Motives, and ſo powerful a Charge 


to love the Lord our God with our whole 
Heart, as he who came to write his 


Father's Love to us in Lines of Blood, 


. even his own Blood? He whoſe Heart 


was pierc'd for the ſake of ſinful Men; 
he who came to ſeal the Covenant of Love 


5 
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between God and Man with the Anguiſh 

of his Soul, and the Blood of his Heart ? 
How all- olorious and well-choſen is this 
Meſſ:nger of the Love and Precepts of 
God! This bleſſed Prophet, who is ſent 
from God to recommend to us the eter- 
nal Duty of divine Love; who is alfo 
our great High-prieſt to reconcile us to 
God! Yet how little Succeſs has the Meſ- 
ſage had on the Hearts of Men! What a 
Jad and juſt Occaſion of Shame and holy 
| Mourning ! Forbid it, O God, that ſuch 
- Meſſenger ſhould be ſent from Heaven 


in vain! 


MEDITATION. 


HA ſhall Ido to become a true 
Lover of God? Since I know 
there is but ene God, I would give up 
my whole Heart to him alone; I would 
fain have him reign in my Affections ſu- 
preme and without a Rival. But let me 
recollect myſelf a little, and let me not 
deny what God and his Grace have 
wrought in my Soul. Do I not love him 
ſincerely, and above all Things? Am I 
not 
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not poſſeſſed of thoſe Qualifications which 
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are contain'd and imply'd in the affecti- 
onate and ſupreme Love of God ? Let 
me run over them in Meditation and Self- 
enquiry. 

Have I not beheld him as the firſt and 
the beſt of Beings? Have I not ſeen him 
moſt glorious in himſelf, and worthy of 
the higheſt Eſteem and Love? Am I 
not deeply con: inced and firmly perſua- 
ded that he is the only all ſufficient Good ? 
That he is the overflowing Spring of 
Grace and Bleſſedneſs? Have I not been 
taught to ſee the Vanity and Emptineſs 
of all things bencath and beſides God, and 


that without him I can never arrive at true 
Happineſs? Has he not the moſt tran- 
ſcendent Place in my Eſteem? Yes, O , il 


Lord, thro' thy Grace I can ſay, The 
Creatures are nothing in compariſon of 
Thee; nor can any thing appear in my 
Eyes more lovely and more deſirable than 
God and his Love. 
Again: Have I not been invited and 
raiſed by thy Grace to. ſome humble 
Hope of thy Favour ? Haſt thou not re- 
veal'd thyſelf in thy Word as a God con- 
B 6 deſcending 
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deſcending to be reconcil'd to Sinners, 
willing ro be reconciled to me? As 
a God willing to make Creatures happy, 


cven every Creature that deſires to centre 


itſelf in God, and take up its Reſt in him: 
O that ſublime, that moſt excellent, that 


ſupreme Being, the holy bieſſed God! 


How merciful ! how compaſlionate ! 
Have I not ſeen him in his Word deſcen- 


ding within the Reach of my Hope? And 


have I not rcjoiced to think that he gives 
me leave to hope in him as an eternal Por- 


tion for my Soul, and that he holds out 


the Arm of his Love to receive me ? 
May I not proceed yet further, O my 
God? Has not my Il] been drawn 


* powerſully toward thee, and made choice 


of thee as my everlaſting Good Have 


I not turn'd my Back upon Creatures at 
thy Call, and divided myſelf from every 


thing, that I might be more ncarly united 
to thec? Have I not renounced them all, 
that I might be intirely the Lord's? Does 
not my Soul with firm purpoſe cleave to 
thee, as my inimortal Portion, and wy 
cycr during Inheritance ? 

Yet again, O my Lord, Does not my 
Heart ſometimes g out after thee with 
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moſt pleaſing Senſations ? O that I could 
ſay it never wandered ? Bur I humbly 
hope it will never, never be at reſt while 


abſent from God. Sometimes like the 


Needle that is feebly touched with the 
ſovereign Influence of the Load-ſton?, it 
may be drawn aſide by other Influences, 
and 'tis too ready to wander from the be- 
loved Point : But may I not appeal to thee, 


O my God, that like the Needle, it is ever 


reſtleſs till it point to thee again, to thee, 
the Object of my ſtrongeſt Deſire, and 
my ſupreme Love? 

Are not my Fleſh and Spirit, with all 
their active Powers, under the com- 


mand of this divine Principle, this holy 


Fire of Love? Does not this hcavenly 


Affection reign in my Soul over all my 


Faculties, all my Senſes, and all my Paſ- 
ſions ? Are not all my little Affairs in this 
World, and all my morc important Con- 


cerns, regulated and governed by this 


holy Love ? Canſt thou bear the Thought, 
O my Soul, of acting contrary to this 


inward vital and reigning Principle? Are 


not all my mortal Intereſts ſubdued and 


devoted to divine Love, and all my im- 


mortal 
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lu. mortal Intereſts united and ſum'd up in 
tit? J/hom have J in Heaven, O Lord, 
but thee, and what is there in Earth 
that I deſire in compariſon of thee ? 
i Theſe Eyes of mine, whither ſhall p 
they look but toward thee? Thele Feet, . 
Whither ſhall they go but on thy Meſſa- 1 
ges? What ſhall theſe Hands do, but the _ 
Work whicn thou appointeſt them? 

What is there that my Tongue is em- 

ployed in with ſo much Delight as in 

ſpeaking of thee, and to thee, my Lord 


n 
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4 and my God? All that Iam, and all that 
N I have, is thine for ever and ever: Am I 
not then a ſincere Lover? 
J]leſſed be the Name of Feſus, the Son 


of God, and my Saviour, that has de- 

i fſcended from Heaven to dwell with Duſt 
and Aſhes, that he might bring ſuch 
worthleſs Wretches as we are within the 
attractive Force of divine Love? Our 
Sins ſtood between God and Man like a 
Wall of dreadful Separation ; but by his 
glorious Atonement, he has removed the 
Bar, and made the way of Acceſs to God 
free and open, that God and Man might 
be united in the Bond of perpetual Love: 
He 
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Love of GOD. 39 
He call'd Sinners by his own Voice, and 
he calls them till by the Word of his Go- 
ſpel, to partake of this Privilege. O bleſ- 
ſed Meſſenger of divine Love! And he 
ſends down his own Spirit from Heaven 
where he dwells, to make us willing to 
partake of this Felicity, and to draw our 
Hearts ncar to God. Come, O divine 
Spirit, come, dwell in this Heart of mine, 
as an unchanging Principle of holy Love! 
Guard my Heart from all meaner Allure- 
ments and Influences, while I am trayel- 
ling thro' the dangerous Region of this 


World, till I am arrived beyond the 


Reach of Danger, till I reſt for ever in the 
Boſom of God, my ſupreme Love, and 
my everlaſting All. > 
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DISCOURSE I. 


Divine Love is the commanding 


Paſſion. 


TAVINCG declard at large in the 
former Sermon what is imply'd 
in the ſupreme Love of God; the ſecond 
Zeneral Head of Diſcourſe requires me 
; | to ſhew how this one Paſſion of divine 
TLove will influenceall the other Aﬀetti- 
ons of the Heart. The whole World 
4 are Witneſſes to this Effect of Love in 
| the common Affairs of Mankind; and 
this powerful Paſſion ſtill retains its own 
Nature and Sovereignty over the reſt, when 
God is the Object of it, which will ap- 
pear in the following Inſtances. 

I. If the Soul be warmed with divine 
Love, The wvarious Diſcoveries that God 
makes of hin{elf to us, will nat only be 
matter of frequent Contemplation, but 
of pleaſmg Wonder. Admiration or 
Wonder is a noble Paſlion ariſing from 

the 
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the View of ſomething that is new and 


ſtrange, or upon the Notice of ſome rare 
and uncommon Object: Now when ſo 
glorious and tranſcendent a Being as 


the great and bleſſed God beromes the 


Object of our Notice and our Love, with 
what Pleaſure do we ſurvey his Glories, 
which are fo rare, ſo uncommon, that 
there are none to compare with them? 
We ſhall meditate on the ſurprizing Diſ 
coveries that he has made of himſelf, till 
we find new Matter of holy Admiration 
in all of them. Sincere and fervent 


Love is ever finding ſome new Beauties 
and Wonders in the Perſon ſo much be- 


loved. 
The Lover of God traces the Foot- 
ſteps of infinite Wiſdom and all- ſufficient 


Power in the Works of Nature and 


Providence : When he behelds the Hea- 
dens, the Mork of the Fingers of God, 
and the Moon and Stars which be has 
created, he firſt obſerves their immenſe 
Valinets, thcir Order and Beauty, and 
wonders at the Skill and divine Contri- 
vance of him that made them: O Lord, 
how great, how manifold are thy Works ? 
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In Wiſdom haſt thou wade them all, 


Pal. civ. 24. And then he wondergagain 
at the condeſcending Goodnets of God 
to his little Creature, Man: Lord what 
156 Man, that thou art mindſul of him, 
or the Son of Man, that thou Prouldjt 
viſit him? Pal. viii. 4 The. Zoving- 


Kindneſs of God has manyFAdmirable 
Circumſtances in it as welk as his Wit- 
dom and Power; and therefore the Royal 


Pſalmiſt calls it Marvellous, Pal. xxxi. 


21. and ſpends many a Pſalm i in the de- 


vout Admiration of it. 


Many of the Providences of God are 
ſurprizing: He alone doth great Mon- 


ders, Pſal. cxxxvi. 4. In the Heavens and 


in the Earth he doth Things unſearchable, 
marvellous Things without Number, 


Job v. 9. The Soul that loves God will 


recall his ancient Wonders with ſweet 


Delight, Pſal. lxxvii. 11. and will take 
notice of all his marvellous ways in his 
preſent Conduct of the World and the 


Church. 


There is ſufficient Matter in God, for. 


the pleaſurable and everlaſting Entertain- 
ment of this holy Paſſion: He is an im- 
menſe 
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menſg Occan ef Glories and Wonders. 
There is nothing in God but what would 
be maryellous and aſtoniſhing to us, if we 
had our Eyes divinely enlighten d, and 
our Hearts fired with divine Love. Every : 
Creature has ſomething in it that ſurpaſ- 


ſes our Knowledge, and commands our 


Admiration: But what are all theſe in 
Compariſon of God, the alwiſe and al- 
mighty Artificer, who made them all by 
his Wiidom, and the Breath of his Mouth? 
The Soul that loves God is ready to ſee 


and take Notice of God in every Thing: 


He walks through the Fields, he obſerves 


the Wonders of divine Workmanſhip 


in every different Tree on his right Hand 
and on his left, in the Herbs and Flowers 
that he treads with his Feet, in the rich 
Diverſity of Shapes and Colours and Or- 
naments of Nature : He beholds and ad- 
mircs his God in them all. He fees the 


Birds in their airy Flight, or perch d upon 


the Branches, and ſending forth their va- 
rious Melody: He obſerves the grazing 
Flocks, and the larger Cattle in their dif- 
ferent Forms and Manners of Life ; he 
looks down upon little Inſects, and takes 

Notice 
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Notice of their vigorous and buſy Life and 
Motions, their ſhiningBodies, and their gol- 
den or painted Wings, he beholds and he 


admircs his God in them all: In the leaſt 


Things of Nature he can read the Great- 
neſs of God, and it is what of God he finds 
in the Creature that renders Creatures 


more delightful to him. Creatures are but 


his Steps to help him to riſe toward God. 

If it were poſlible for our Admiration, 
to run through and finiſh all the marvel- 
lous Things of Nature and Providence, 
there would remain ſtill a vaſt Field of 


Wonders in his Word, in his Law, in his 


Goſpel, in his Tranſactions of Grace with 
the Children of Men. David, that in- 


tenſe Lover of God, was ever meditating 


on his Statutes, his Word, his Teſtimo- 
nies; he ſearched wondrous Things out 
of his Law, Pal. cxix. 18. and ever found 
ſomething in them worthy of his high 
Eſteem, and his holy Joy. O how love 
thy Law! "tis my Meditation all the 
day. I have ſten an End of all Per- 
fection, but thy Commandments are ex- 
ceeding broad, Pal. cxix. 96, 97. But 
above all, the Riches of Mercy manifeſted 
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in the Goſpel, awaken and raiſe the holy 


ment. This is the Lord's doing indeed, 
and it is marvellous in our Eyes, Plal. 
cxviii. 23. This was the Myſtery that 
was hid in God, and kept ſecret ſmce 
the IWorld began, it was conccal'd from 
Ages and Generations, and is now made 
manifeſt, to the Intent that nom unto 

Principalities and Powers of Heaven, 
as well as Men on Earth, might be made 
known by the Church, the manifold, the 
amazing //iſdom of God, Rom. xvi. 25. 
Eph. iti. 9. Therc is cnough in this Go- 
ſpel to raiſe the Monder even of the Sin- 
ners that refuſe it: Hear, ye Deſpiſers, 
and winder, and periſh, Acts xiii. 41. 
Much more will it ſeize and employ the 
admiring Powers of eyery holy Soul that 

has taſted of the Love of God, and been 
Partaker of this Salvation. There 1s a 
divine and ten- fold Pleaſure attends this 
Excrciic of ſacred Admiration, while the 


can ſay, Thou art the God who alone 
doſt Wonders, and thou art my God for 
ever and ever. | 
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I might add after all, there is yet till 
another World of Wonders to employ 
the Lover of God, and that is the Per- 
ſon of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. 
There God diſcovers himſelf in his fulleſt 
Grace and Wiſdom, in his higheſt Power 
and Perfection. The Attributes of the 


Father ſhine tranſcendently glorious in 


his Son, and become the Object of 
Love and Wonder to Men and Angels. 
He is the faireſt Image of the inviſible 
God, the firſt-born of every Creature : 

He is the Brightneſs of the Father's 
Glory, and _ expreſs Image of his 


Perſon, Col. 1. Heb. i, All the mar- 


vellous Things that God the Father ever 
wrought, twas in and by his Son. Did 
he create all Things out of nothing? it 
was by Jeſus Chriſt, Eph. iii. 9. Does 


he govern the World with amazing Wiſ- 


dom? tis by making his Son Feſ#s rhe 
Governor and Lord of ail Things. Does 
he redecm and fave guilty Sinners from 
everlaſting Milery? Theſe Wonders of 
Mercy are tranſacted by the Cradle and 
the Croſs of Jeſus, by the Death and the 
Life of Chriſt, by the SOITOWs, the Suf- 
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ferings, and the Victories of the Son of 
God. His Name is called Wonderful, 
Ifa. ix. 6. For he who is he Child born, 
is alſo the mighty God : The Infant of 
Days is the everlaſting Father, the Firſt 
and the Laſt, the Beginning and the 
End of all Things. What ſublime and 


ſacred Raptures of Love and Wonder join 


together, when a devout Chriſt an con- 
templates his God in his Nature, in his 
Providences, in all his Works, in the Pages 
of his holy Book, and in the Face of his 
Son the bleſſed 7eſus? But I have dwelt 
too long amidit theſe divine Wonders, 
the following Particulars muſt be more 
briefly handled. | 

Il. Divine Love will command the 
Affection of holy Deſire. A Senſe of the 
F:.v ur of God, and the Influences of his 
Grace will be the Matter of our moſt in- 
tenſe Wiſhes and importunate Requeſts. 
We ſhall long for the Preſence of God 


above all Things, both here and hereaf- 
This was the fix d Deſire, this the 


ter. 
paſſionate Aſpiration of the holy Pſal- 
miſt, Pal. cxix. 58. I mtreated thy Favour 
with my whole Heart. What warm 
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and pathetick Language breaks from the. YF e© 
Lips of this great Saint, this ſublime Lover it 
of God, in the xlii, Ixiii, and Ixxxk iy 
Pſalms My Soul Jongeth, yea, fainteth tl 
for the Courts of the Lord, my Heart 
and my Flt cry out for the living God: 
As the Hart panteth after the Mater- 
Brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee, O 
Cod. Early, O God, will I ſeek thee, 
for thy loving Kindneſs is vetter than 
Life. When he dwells in his ov-n Pa- 
lace he longs for the divine Preſence, 
Pſal. ci. 2. I will walk within my 
Houſe with a perfect Heart; O chen 
Quilt thou come unto me ? But his emi- 
nent Deſire is to dwell for ever in the 
Sanctuary; One Thing have I deſired f 
the Lord, that ci 1 ſeck after, that * 
i IT may ever abide in his ral trere 10 
i: behold the Beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire and converſe with him iz his 
holy Temple, Pal. xxvii. 4. O happy Soul, 
* all theſe active Springs of Pallion 
are touched and influenced by divine 
Grace! Hunger and Thirſt, and all the 
longing Powers and Appetites of animal 
Nature, are too few and too feeble to 
expreſs 
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expreſs the holy Deſires of a Soul breath- 
ing after the Preſence of its God. 
III. When the Love of God reigns in 
the Heart, all the Joys and Pleaſures of 
the Man will unite and center in God. 
It will be our ſweeteſt Satisfaction, and 
moſt exalted Delight, to have God ever 
near us, and to be ever near to God, As 
Abſence from God is a Pain at the Heart 
of a lively Chriſtian, fired with divine 
Love, ſo his glorious Preſence is the chief 
Joy. With what affectionate Language 


does the holy Soul of David rejoice in 
God, as his God, and how does he employ 


the charming Arts of Poeſy and Muſick 
to expreſs his own Joys and the Praiſes 
of his almighty Friend? One muſt run 


through a Multitude of his P/alms to 


copy out the bright Expreſſions of holy 
Delight, which he found in the Love of 
God; even the Proſpect and Hope of 
waiting on him in his Temple, fills his 
Spirit with ſacred Pleaſure, Pal. xliii. 4. 
J will go to the Altar of God, unto God 
my exceeding Foy, yea, upon the 1 
Till I praiſe thee, O God my God. Pſal. 


Wii. 56. ben I remember thee on my 
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Bed, and meditate on thee in the Night 
Watches, my Soul ſhall be ſatisfied as 
with Marrow and Fatneſs, and my 
Mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joyful Lips. 
This Joy which is derived from the 
Love of God, is ſupreme over all other 
Joys, and independent of other Comforts: 
When all the nether Springs of Delight 


among Creatures are dried up, this is a 


Fountain of eternal Pleaſure, a Spring of 


ever- flowing Delight. Hab. iii. 18. Tho” 


the Fig tree ſhall not bloſſom, and there 


fall no Fruit be in the Vine, tho the 
Field ſhall yield no Meat, and the Flock 
be cut off from the Fold, yet the Lord 


God is my Strength, I will rejoice in the 
Lord, and joy in the God of my Salvation. 
IV. Where the Love of God prevails 
in the Heart, every 7. _ that belongs 
| nſtitutions, his 
Church and People, will in ſome Propor- 
tion be the Objects of our Choice and 
Love, of our holy Deſire and Delight. 
Has God condeſcended to give us his 
Word, to write a Book of Knowledge 
andGrace for the Uſe of Men? How much 
Delight will the holy Soul take in _— 
an 
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and hearing the bleſſed Words of this 


the Law, and Goſpel of our Cod, and 


of Worſhip in which Men ſhall addreſs 
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Book! A Flame of heavenly Love kin- 
dled in the Heart, will engage us to con- 
verſe often with thoſe divine Notices of 
himſelf, which God has ſent us from 
Heaven. Our Delight will be placed in 


therein ſhall we meditate Day and N ht, 
Pſal. i. 2. O how IT love thy Law, ſays 
David, it is my Meditation all the Day Yy ; 
and in the Night he remembers the Name 
of God, Pſal. cxix. 55, 97. 
las the great Cod built a Temple for 
himſelf on Earth, even the Aſſemblies of 
the Saints ? has he appointed Methods 


his Majeſty, and whereby he will make 
them Partakers of his Love? How deſirous 
is the lively Chriſtian to attend on all theſe 
Methods of divine Appointment, to abide 


in the Sanctuary, to frequent the Houſe 
of Prayer, and wait for the Manifeſtations 


of the Power and Glory of God? I have 
loved the Habitation of thy Houſe, ſays 
David, and the Place * thine Ho- 
nour dwelleth : How amiable are thy 
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Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! Plal. 


vi. 8. and Ixxxiv. I. 
Has God raiſed up Children for him- 


ſelf, out of the Sons and Daughters of 


fallen Adam ? then every one that loves 
God will love his Off-ſiring too, 1 John 
v. 1. This is one of the chief Evidences 
of a ſincere Love to God, when we love 
his People, and thoſe who bear his Image, 
without the narrow View of a Sc& or 


Party, or particular Tribe of ſuch a Name. 


The Saint loves all the Saints, and the 
Chriſtian loves all Chriſtians; thoſe who 
are moſt like to God are the Excellent 5 
the Earth, in whom is all his Delight: 


And thereforc he pitics them under all 


their Sorrows, and he relieves their Wants 
according to his Power, becauſe they 
ſtang in ſo ncar a Relation to the God 
whom he loves, and bear his lovely Image, 
x John iii. 16, 17. 

Has tlie grcat and glorious God one 
peculiar Son, | bis Firſt-born, his only Be- 
gotten, who bears his perfect Image, and 
whom he loves above all the reſt ? this 
alſo is the chief Object of a Chriſtian's 
Love. Not Father nor Mother, Son nor 
Daughter, 
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| Daughter, nor the Wife of the Boſom, lie 
ſo near the Heart of a Chriſtian, as the 


the Fleſh. There is more of the Power 


ture ſeparated from God «will fall under 
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Son of God doth. He not only bears the 
neareſt Reſemblance to God, but he is one 
with God; in him dwells all the Ful- 
neſs of the Godhead bodily : He is Em- 
manuel, God with us, God manifeſted in 


and Wildom; there is more of the Ma- 
jeſty and Mercy of God ſhines through 
the human Nature of his Son Jeſus, than 
in all the Millions of Men and Angels, 
and all the Worlds of unknown Crea- 
tures that God ever made: And therefore 
the ſanctified Affections of the Soul g 
forth in the ſtrongeſt Manner towards 
Feſus the Son of God: He is in their 
Eyes the chiefeſt of ten thouſand, and al- 
together lovely. 

V. Where the Paſſion of divine Love 
reigns gloriouſly in the Heart, every Crea- 


a holy Neglctt and Contempt. Nothing 
will ferve or ſatisfy the good Man, in the 
Room and Place of his God: All Things, 
when laid in the Balance, are lighter 
than Vanity ; they are in his Eſteem, like a 
C 3 
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ſmall Duſt of the Earth before a Moun- 
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tain, or the Drop of a Bucket, when com- 
pared with the Occan. The Language 


of ſuch a Soul is, NPom have I in Hea- 


wen but thee? and there is none upon 
Earth that I deſire beſides thee, Paal. 
Ixxiii. 25. Creatures, with all their At- 
tractives and Allurements, have no Power 
to charm his Heart away from God: The 
divine Lover is crucified to the World; 
tis Iike a dead Thing to him, taſteleſs, diſ- 
reliſhing, worthleſs and vain: There is a 
vaſt Emptineſs, and wide and univerſal 
Deſolation in the World, if the Soul ſee 


not God in it. 


Buſineſs and Diverſions, Citics and Pa- 


laces, with their various Ornaments, Fields 
and Groves, Spring, Summer and Autumn, 
with all their flow cry Beauties, and their 
taſteful Bleſſings, are ſome of the Delights 
of the Sons of Men: Books and Learning, i 


and polite Company, and refined Science, 
are the more elegant Joys of ingenious 


Spirits: Theſe Things are the inticing 


Gratifications of the Senſe or the Mind 
of Man: They are all innocent in them- 
ſelves, they may be lanctified to divine 

Purpoſes, 
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Purpoſes, and afford double Satisfacti- 


on, if God be amongſt them: But if God 


be abſent, if he hide his Face, or frown 
upon the Soul, not Palaces, nor Groves 
nor Fields, not Buſineſs nor Diverſions, 


not all the flowery or taſteful Bleſſings of 
Spring or Summer, not the more refined 


Joys of Books and Learning, and elegant 


Company, not all the rich Proviſions of 
Nature or Art, can entertain or refreſh, 
can ſatisfy or pleaſe the Soul of a Chri- 
2 who is ſmitten with the Love of his 

od. 5 | 

I add further, if the affectionate Chri- 
ſtian find not God even in his Church and 


»oOrdinances; if his Mind be not raiſed to 


heavenly Objects in the Houſe of God, 
and in his ſacred Inſtitutions, they arc 
all empty and unſatisfy ing; there is no 


Life nor Pleaſure in them: A Hypocrite 


is content with outward Forms, and is 
well pleaſed with having paid his Devoirs, 


and made his Appearances in the Church ; 
but the Heart that loves God ſincerely 
cannot be ſatisfied with mere bodily De- 
votion, nor with any Pictures, Shadows 
or Emblems of divine Things, unleſs God 
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who is the Life, the Spirit, and the Sub- 
ſtance, be there, and manifeſt himſelf in 
a way of Mercy; unleſs God fill his own 
Inſtitution with his own Preſence, that 
is, With the Influences of his Grace, with 
the enlightning, the ſanctify ing, and the 
comforting Operations of his own Spirit. 

VI. The Love of God prevailing in the 

Heart, ii awaken Leal and Activity, 
and holy Delight, not only in the Duties 
of Worſhip, but in all manner of Ser- 
vices for God in the World. Can I do 
any Thing for God whom J love? (faith 
the Chriſtian ) That ſhall be my joyful 
Work. There is no Labour or Fatigue 
too much to ſuſtain, no Suffering too hard 
to endure for the Sake of God, who is 
to ſupremely beloved. What ſhall I do 
to honour the King of Heaven, and to 
render him honourablc in the Earth? How 
ſhall I ſpread his Glory before the Eyes 
of Men, who in himſelf is fo tranſcen- 
dently glorious? and what ſhall J render 
70 the Lord my God, for the Multitude 
of Mercies wack he has conferred upon 
me? Pal. cxvi. Divine Love will make 
the Law of God HONOR in the Practice 
cf 


Sub- 
elf in 
3 OWN 
that 
with 
the 
pirit. 
n the 
vity, 

ities 

Ser- 


| becauſe it renders the Man more like 


makes Perſons like to each other. Love 


formed by degrees into his Image: And 


ter Perfection, who is the firſt, and the 
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of it, and none of bis Precepts will be a 
Burden to the affectionate and lively Chri- 
ſtian, 1 John v. 3. This ts the Love of 
God, that we keep his Commandments ; 
and his Commandments are not grievous. 

The Soul that loves God will be always 
aſpiring after greater Degrees of Holinels, 


God: Tis commonly ſaid of Friendſhip 
or ſincere Love, that it cither finds or 


to God is an aſſimilating Principle, it 
works more and more, till we are trant- 


it we are affectionate Lovers of God, we 
ſhall never be perfectly pleaſed with our- 
lelves, till we are delivered from the Bon- 
dage of this ſinful Fleſh, till we awake out 
of this dull and ſtupid State, into the 
World of Spirits made perfect, and are 
there ſatisfied with the Likeneſs of Go 
This heavenly Delight ſhall be yet more 
exalted, when our Bodies ſhall be raiſed 
in the Likeneſs of our glorified Redecmer, 
and our Fleſh and Soul together ſhall be 
made to reſemble the holy 7eſus in grea- 
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neareſt Image of God. With what a 
Guſt of ſacred Pleaſure docs the beloved , 

Diſciple expreſs himſelf, 1 John iii. 1, 2. 
Me ſhall be like him, when we ſhall ſee 
him as he is? and when with David we 
awake out of the Duſt of Death, we all 
ee the Face of God in Righteouſneſs, 
and be ſatisfied with his complete Like. 
# neſs, Pal. xvii. ult. 06 
S VII. Every Thing that offends or diſ= © 
s honours the bleſſed God, will be a Mat-. 
ter of Hatred and Awverſion to the divine 
Lover: And every Thing whereby God 
has been offended in Time paſt, will be 
the Occaſion of Shame and Grief. I hate 
vain Thoughts (ſaith holy David) but 
thy Law do I love, Pſal. cxix. 113. Sin 
is the Object of conſtant Hatred in all its 
Views, becauſe it is contrary to the Na- 
ture, the Will, and the Law of God, who 
is the ſupreme Object of Love: The good 
Man is exceeding fearful of doing any 
Thing that may offend or diſpleaſe his 
God. When his Soul locks back upon 
his own Sins, he finds abundant Matter 
for Sorrow and holy Shame, for Self- re- 
ſentment and pious Indignation. * O 
DES * how 
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how hateful have all my ſinful Thoughts 
* been! my proud, my angry, and my 
revengeful Thoughts! that Covetouſ- 
neſs, that Malice and Envy, which have 
* been working in my Heart! thoſe wan- 
c dering Imaginations which have called 
* me away from the bleſſed God, even 
* from the midſt of his Worſhip. How 
* vile and guilty is my Tongue, becauſe 
« of the fooliſh and paſſionate, and ſinful 
* Words that I have ſpoken! What a 
e Multitude of evil Actions have been 
** ſcattered up and down throughout my 
** Life, and intermix'd with my Behaviour 
towards God and Man!” All theſe cre- 
ate bitter Uneaſineſs and Pain in the Re- 
membrance, becauſe they are Offences a- 
gainſt a God who is ſupremely beloved. 
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What holy Confuſion, what Meltings of 


Heart in ſecret Sorrow, do the true Lovers 
of God feel, after they have indulged 
Temptation, fallen under ſome more 


grievous Sin, defild their Conſciences, 


and diſhonour'd their God ? Whar Pangs 
of inward Remorſe, and what ſincere In- 
dignation againſt themſelves ? And as 
an Evidence of their Loye to God, they 
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ſometimes ſee Reaſon to confeſs and be- 


wall their Folly, even in the Sight of Men. 


Holy David was not backward upon ſuch 
Occaſions, to confeſs his Grief for having 
offended his God: We may read the 
Mournings of his Love, in his penitential 
Pſalms, particularly Pſal. li. 3, 4, 17. and 


he offers a broken and contrite Heart in 
Sacrifice, to that God whom he had of- 


tended. 
A true and affectionate Lover of God 
is paind at the Heart, and feels a ſenſible 


Inward Sorrow to fee how Iniquity 


abounds in the Land, to behold the Laws 
of God broken by his Fellow- Creatures, 
and his holy Name blaſphemed. I beheld 
Tranſzreſſors, and I wasgriev'd, becauſe 
they kept not thy Word : Rivers of Tears 


run down my yes, becauſe Men break | 
thy holy Law, Plal. cxix. 136, 158. 22 6d 


VIII. Every Thing that has a Tenden- 
cy to divide the Soul from God is Matter 
of Religious Fealouſ and holy Fear. 
Divine Love hath its Jealouſies: If we love 
God with intenſe Affection we ſhall feel 
an inward Anxiouſneſs and Solicitude, leſt 
our Hearts depart from the living God, 
| and 
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and leſt God ſhould hide himſelf in his 4 If 


Diſpleaſure from our Souls. This is what 
holy David is ever afraid of, and begs 
that God would not hide himſelf in An- 
ger. The Apoſtle Jude, ver. 21. bids us 
keep ourſelves in the Love of God : The 
holy Soul will watch againſt every thing 
that may begin a Separation or break the 
divine Friendſhip, and it grows jealous of 
every thing that comes too near the Heart. 

When the true Lover of God is deeply 
ingaged in the Buſineſſes of the preſent 
World, he manages them with a pious 


Caution, leſt his Soul ſhould be immersd 
and drown'd with overwhelming Cares, 


or overladen with encreaſing Riches ; he 
is watchful, and afraid leſt the Duſt and 
Rubbiſh of this World ſhould bury the 
holy Seed in the Heart, ſhould obſtruct 
the growth of Religion, ſhould carry off 
the Thoughts from God to Idols of Gold 
and Silver, and thus defile the Soul. 

If he has any ſhare amongſt the Ho- 
nours and Equipages, the gay Diverſions 
and Plcaſures of Life, he is afraid left they 
ſhould fill his Heart with Vanity, leſt they 
ſhould tincture his Spirit with Senſuality 

and 
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and Intemperance, and thus take away the 
Taſte and Reliſh of divine Love. . 


If Providence call him ſometimes into 
vain and wicked Company, he is afraid of 


tarrying too many Hours in the midſt of 
them, leſt Evi! Communication ſhould 
corrupt good Manners, 1 Cor. xv. 33. and 
therefore he will not ſtand among the 
Counſels of the ungodly, nor walk in the 
Way where Sinners dwell, Pſal. i. 1. 


He ſhuns them as a Peſtilence, becauſe 


their Ways are contrary to the pure and 
holy Nature of that God whom he loves. 
Thoſe Studies, thoſe Employments, 


thoſe Recreations and Amuſements, 
which make the Heart forget God, or with- 


hold it too long from him, are uncaſy and 
painful to a Soul inflamed with divine 
Love. © 5 
As tis the Language of the Sinner who 
is weary of God, When will the new Moon 
be over, and the Sabbath be done, that I 
may return to my Trade and my Labour, 


to my Buying and Selling, and the daily 


Buſineſs of this dying Life? ſo the ſincere 
Lover of God is ready to ſay, What, no- 


thing but Buſineſs and Labour for the 
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Bread that periſheth ? Nothing but Buy; 


ing and Selling, and ſeeking Gold and 
Silver, Food and Raiment? Alas, how un- 
happily am I detain'd all the Day from 
my God by theſe Embaraſſments! When 
will the Evening come, and the Seaſon 
of pious Retirement? When will the Sab- 


bath appear, that I may ſpend my Hours 


with God, and begin to try what Heaven 


is ? 
IX. Where the divine Principle of the 
Love of God reigns in the Heart, all ſin- 


ful Paſſions towards God and Men will 


be ſubdued by it. 
(1.) Toward God. One would think 
indeed that Man ſhould not dare to in- 


dulge any ſinful Paſſion towards his Ma- 


ker; but ſo corrupt are our Hearts, that 
we di{like the holy Nature of God, we 
are diſpleas'd with his Will, and his holy 
Commandments are gricvous to us, till 
the Love of God ſubdue this inward Aver- 
ſion of the Heart to Holineſs, and recon- 
cile us to the Law of God by the conſtrain- 
ing Influence of divine Love. 
Again, we are ready to repine at the 


Hand of the Lord, to murmur againſt Ii 
Heaven, 
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Heaven, and to quarrel with our Maker, 
when we meet with Diſappointments in 
our Affairs: We are inclind to grow 
peeviſh and fretful againſt Providence 
when we loſe ſome deſirable Comfort, or 
ſuſtain ſome heavy Sorrow, or long and 
tireſome Sickneſs : But holy Love ſilen- 
ces every Murmur, and quaſhes every re- 
pining Thought. Where the Love of God 
prevails, afflictive Scenes of Life will never 


awaken Reſentment againſt Heaven, but 


always meet with a patient Submiſſion. 
The ſacred Lover is not angry with his 


God when he ſmites him, for he ever ſup- 


poſes there is a juſt Rea ſon for eve ry Stroke 
of his Father's Rod: © Either (ſays he) 
my Sias have deſerved his correcting 


Hand, or theſe Sorrows are ſent to ex- 


« amine what Grace there is in my Heart, 
« and to make trial of my Faith: Still I 
« am perſuaded there's Love at the Bot- 


© tom of all theſe Troubles, and 'tis the 


* Hand of Love that ſmites me; for my 
te Saviour hath ſaid it, Rev. iii. 19. As 


many as I love I rebuke and chaſten ; 


* and the holy Apoſtle aſſures us, Hes. 


< xii. 6. that God corrects every Son 


c whom he receives.” 


(2.) 
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(2.) Divine Love mortifies and ſubdues 
our diſorderly and ſinful Paſſions f- 
wards our Fellow-Creatures : Wrath, 
Revenge, Malice, Envy, are all ſubdued 
and kept under by this ſovercign Princi- 
ple of divine Love. That Soul in whom 
this ſacred Paſſion keeps a conſtant Flame 
is not eaſily rous d to a wrathful or reſent- 
ing Temper, ky the Affronts and Injuries 


we ſuſtain from Men. The Lover of God 


is meck and gentle under many Inſults and 
Reproaches : He can forbear and forgive, 
for he knows that his God hath borne 
long with him, and forgiven him ten 


thouſand Provocations. Thus the Sove- 


reignty of divine Love appcars, in that it 
can ſuppreſs as well as raiſe the other 


Paſſions. 
X. Where divine Love reigns in emi- 


nent Degrees, there will be a fumble holy 
Deſire to paſs even thro' Death itſelf to 
meet with God, the” ſupreme Object of 
Love, and to dwell for ever in his Pre- 
ſence. If Faith be not too feeble, or the 
Frailties of animal Nature too prevalent, 
the divine Lover will encounter Death 
with Courage, and with facred Joy, be- 
| cauſe 
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66 Divine Love is 
cauſe it will bring him to the Enjoyment 
F of his God. When the Duſt returns to 
1 Earth, the Soul of every Man returns to 
1 Cod as a Judge, and the Soul of a good 
Man to God as a Friend, and Father, and 
Rewarder, Eccl. xii. 7. If e are abſent 
From the Body, we ſhall be preſent with 
the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 8. In this View of 
Things the holy Lover is ready to ſay, 


the Preſence of Chriſt, and the Enjoyment 


more delightful to overbalance it? Love 

i r fronger than Death, 

The Love of God has been found firon- 

ger in a holy Soul than all the Pangs 
and Terrors of Death, even a Death of 


fluences and impels toward Heaven more 
powerfully than the other can terrify or 


paſt thro' Fires of Torment, and Seas of 
Blood, in order to ſee God, and dwell 
with him in his heavenly Habitation. 
This leads to the next Particular. 


vill be Matter of utmaf Averfion and 
"is 


What is there in Death ſo terrible that 


of my God, has not ſomething infinitely 


Violence and Martyrdom: The one in- 


diſcourage: United Faith and Love have 


In the 44% Place I add, that as Hell 


— 
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holy Fear to a ſincere Lover of God, be- 
cauſe it is an everlaſting Separation from 
God, ſo Heaven will be the Object of 
Deſire and joyful Hope, becauſe there 
God manifeſts himſelf to all that love 
him in his higheſt Glory and his richeſt 
Grace. 5 3 

The Soul that loves God with warm 
Affection cannot bear thoſe dreadful 


Words, 2 Theſſ. i. 9. of being puniſo d 


with everlaſting Deſtruction from the 
ee grag of the Lord. To be without 
God in the World, during the ſhort Space 


of our Continuance here, is a very formi- 
dable and grievous Thing to the good 
Man; but to be curſed and condemn d to 


depart from God for ever, this is the very 


Hell of Hell, if I may ſo expreſs it, in the 


Eſteem of the Soul that loves God: To 
be divided for ever from God, the Spring 
of Life and Love, and all Happineſs; to 
be ſeparated for ever from God, the infi- 
nite and the all- ſufficient Good; to be 


thruſt out for ever from the Preſence of 


God, the moſt lovely and the beſt of Be- 


ings; to ſee him no more, to love him 
no more, and to be for ever baniſhd from 


his 
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the holy Soul more Anguiſh than it is able 
TO DEAT; © | 

On the other hand, Heaven, which is 
the Dwelling- place of the moſt High, is 
the Mark which the good Man ever aims 
at, that he may ſce God Face to Face. 
When his Love riſes high, he is ever breath- 
ing paſſionately after this Bleſſedneſs, and 


give him tris joytul Hope. Bleſſed are 
the pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God, 
Mat. v. 3. The good Man's Affections 
are ſet on the Things above, where Chriſt 
zs at theright Hand of God, Col. iii. 1, 2. 


F there alſo. 
= all keep Heaven ways in our Eye. The 
36 Foretafte of it will be our preſent Com- 
for ever with God will ſwectcn all the Sor- 
rows of Life, will take away the Bittecr- 
nels of Affliction, and calc th ains of 
Death. As Jacob chearfully ſuſtain'd a 
hard Servitude of Seven Vears in Chal- 


dea, thro' Heat and Cold, thro' Froſts and 
Wind, 


his Love; the very Thought of it gives 


lives with Delight upon the Promiſes which 


His Treaſure is on high, and his Heart 


Alf we love God with all the Heart, we 


fort and Support ; the Thoughts of being 
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Wind, and Sun-Beams, for the Love of 
Rachel; fo the Chriſtian endures all the 
Labours and Conflicts, all the Fatigues 
and Diſtreſſes of Life in this lower World | 
with Patience, and with holy Pleaſure, in | 
hope to dwell for ever with God, whom ; 
his Soul loves ſupremely above all Crea- 
tures. 

Thus I have finiſh'd the ſecond general 
Head, which I propos d; and produc'd a 
variety of Inſtances, wherein this facred 
and ſovereign Affeclion of divine Love 
commands and influences, excites or ſub- 
dues the other Paſſions of Nature, and 
makes them all ſubſervient to its own great 


Deſians, 7. e. to the Honour and to the 


Enioy ment of God, the Object of this * 1 
divine Affection. Before proceed 8 
the third general Heac, I ſhall endeavour 
to rope ove this Diſcourle by theſe three 
uleful Reflections. 

PRejieet. I. Hot happy and eaſy a Ruls 
is is here gs en us to examine how ſtands A 

ur Love to Cod, and whether we love 
him with all our Heart] Are the other 
Paſſions of Nature influenc'd by this Love? 
Surely tis impoſſible for us in this pre- 
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ſent State of Fleſh and Blood to love God 


with our whole Hearts, and yet to feel no 
ſenſible Workings of Fear or Hope, De- 
fire or Anger, in correſpondence with 
this holy Paſſion: To have no Pleaſures 


nor Sorrows, no holy Longings, nor holy 

Joys, acting in concert with this Principle 

of divine Love. 
Believe me, Sirs, there are no out ward 


Actions, no viſible Attendances on pub- 
lick Worſhip, no bodily Services, no coſt- 


ly Sacrifices can ſo happily evidence our 
fincere Love to God, as the ſteady and con- 


ſtant Workings of the other inward Pow- | 
ers of Nature in a Conformity to this holy 
Principle. A hundred outward plauſible 


Actions may be the Cloak of Vice, the 


Diſguite of Hypocriſy. Vain Phariſees 


may make broad their Phy lacteries, may 


tithe their Herds and their Flocks, as well 
as Mint and Cummin, may give much 


Alms, or build Hoſpitals and Churches; 
but the various inward Affections of Na- 
ture can never be kept in any regular and 
ſteady Exerciſe of Piety by all the Toil and 


Skill of a Hypocrite. And on the other 


hand, if the Heart be throughly devoted 
19 to 
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to the Love of God, this Love will reign 
Sovereign among the other Paſſions. The 
other Paſſions will obey Love, and we 
may judge by their Obedience how far the 
Love of God prevails. 

Reflect. II. If Mankind be examined 
by this Rule, how few ſincere Lovers of 
God will be found among them ! Tis a 


vain Thing for a Man to ſay, I love God 


with all my Heart, when his ſtrongeſt 
Deſires and his moſt reliſhing Joys center 
in meaner Objects; when his higheſt 
Hopes and his moſt painful Fears, his 
deepeſt Anxieties and Diſquietudes of 
Mind, are always raiſed and {unk again 
by the Things of this World only, and 
the changing Scenes of this mortal State. 

Alas! how few are there whoſe Love 
to God does not fall under ſome juſt Suſ- 
picion, when brought to this Teſt! Let 
us ſurvey the World round about us, and 
obſerve what tis that influences the vari- 
ous Paſſions of Men, even thoſe who are 
call'd Chriſtians, and would be thought 
the Diſciples of Chriſt. 

Some have their Hearts ſo filld with 


the Buſineſs of this Life, and the Love of 


„Money, 


— 


— — — — 
2 - 
— ” * 


—— — 


— 9_ 
— ts re 
— 

2 


— 4 . 22 n * 
— — — we SECS 
I - — — — 
3 N — — —— 
2 r "I : n. AC 
* 
«+ 


— 


8 * 
- — 
I gs — * Lat n - 
- 4 4 "HR >, <> a 

> * — 7 - — 

22 2 _ $9. — 
. 
— 


* r — REL * * 
a. ier 


— ——_ 


—— bt REI er EI EE EIS — 


22 Divine Love is 
Money, as their chief Idol, that all their 
Deſires, their Fears, and their Hopes, and 
the perpetual Courſe and Labour of all 
their Powers, keep this Point ever in View 
and in warm Purſuit: The Diſappoint- 
ment of a ſmall Sum, the Loſs of a few 


Pounds will hang upon their Spirits with 


a conſtant Heavineſs, and create them 
more Pain than twenty Sins againſt God 
their Maker. What ſhall we think of 


theſe People, who love Riches ſo well, 
that if their Hands and their Heads would 


hold out, and Day- light would laſt, they 


would never be weary of this Chaſe, nor 
require Ceſſation or Reſpite. Does the 


Love of God appear as the ſupreme and 


reigning Paſſion in ſuch carthy Souls as 
theſe? There have been ſome in all Ages 


(and there are the Succeſſors of them in 
our Day) who have lovd Gold and Silver 
with ſo warm a Paſſion, even to the very 


End of Life, that if they could but have 


contriv'd how to carry it away with them 


to the other World, there would have 


been but little Silver, and ſcarce any Gold 
left in our World long ere this Time. 
This has employ'd their Morning Thoughts 

and 
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and Evening Affections, their earneſt 
Wiſhes, and their buſy Fingers Day and 


Night, ſo as to leave little room for the 


Love of God and Religion. | 
Others there are who make Honour 
and Eſteem, or perhaps the Grandeur and 
Pomp, and Equipage of Life, the chief 
Object of their Love. Their Hopes and 
Cares, their Deſires and Eoquiries are, 
How ſhall I ſhine among Men, and make 
a Figure in the World? Every gay gilded 
Thing they ſee raiſes their Wiſhes : Am 
bition, Honour and Applauſe engage their 
whole Souls: A fancyd Contempt or 
Neglect of them ſtirs their Jealouſy, and 
awakens all their uneaſy Paſſions. They 
mourn more, and are more inwardly and 
deeply vex'd for one reproachtiztl Word 
from Men, than for all their own Af- 
fronts to the great and bleſſed Cod. Can 
the Love of God reign in a Heart fo 
puff d up and fill'd with Self and Vanity? 
There are others again whole Idol is 
Pleaſure and vain Delight. A Round of 
pleaſing Amuſements, a Succeſſion of 
Senſualities, is their chief Good: This 
employs their conſt int Contrivances, this 
1 D engages 
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, cngages their Hopes and Fears, and cyery 


Paſſion. They ſpend their anxious En- 
quiries upon the Gratification of Appc- 


« 1 cat, and what ſhall I Tok? How ſhall 
66 dine elegantly, and regale myſelf at 
the Table? What arc the moſt luxuri- 
ous Diſhes in Seaſon, and where ſhall 
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« Evening? The Tavern, or the meaner 


Drinking-houſe, the Comedy, or the Ball, 
and every Place of Paſtime, whether law- 


N as their Bodies, and engage their Thoughts 
g long before- hand. Does the ſincere Love 
. of God rcign in ſuch ſort of Spirits? 

Ilheſe are the Things that buſy and en- 
groſs the daily Paſſions of Men, od ſcarce 


fuſes and diſdains every Lover that does 
not give up his whole Self to him unh all 
his Powers. Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy Heart, and mw 
4 


tite, Humour, and Fancy: What ſhall 


I find gay or merry Company in the 


ful or unlawful, detain their Souls as well 


a ſmall Corner of their Hearts is left for 
God and Religion. But let us remember 
: 0 2 is an all- glorious and ſovereign Be- 
$3 g, his holy Jealouſy forbids him to ac- 
$i = of a Corner of the Heart. He re- 


by fo divine a Principle? Man is the Crea- 
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all thy Soul: Every Affection muſt and 
will be employ'd in a pious Manner, 
where divine Love is (as it always ought 
to be) the ſupreme Paſſion. But, alas! 
how few Souls are thus moulded and re- 
fined, how few are regulated and govern d 


ture of God, and owes his All to him; 
but the Creature Man docs not love his 

Creator. 
Ne flect. III. If divine Love be ſo ſove- 
reign and ruling an Affection, then Ihe 
beſt and nobleſt Method for governing 
all the Paſſions, is to get the Love of 
God rooted in the Heart, and to ſee that 
it maintain its ſupreme Dominion there. 
What uneaſy Creatures are we made by 
our yai ious Paſſions! how often do they 
diſquiet and torment the Soul? How 
head · ſtrong is their Violence, like a Horſe 
unbroken and untamed ! How ſudden are 
thcir Starts ? Their Motions how wild 
and various? And how unruly are their 
Efforts? Now if one had but one ſove- 
reign Bridle, that could reach and manage 
them all ; one golden Rein, that would 
hold in all their unruly Motions, and 
— would 
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would alſo cxcite and guide them at plea- 
ſure 3 what an invaluable- Inſtrument 
would this be to Mortals ! Surcly ſuch 
an Inſtrument is the Love of God, ſuch an 
_ Invaluable Regulator of all the paſſionate 
Powers; and it will have this Efieet where 


it is ſtrong and ſupreme, as it ought to be. 


You that are daily diſturb'd and led 
aſtray by riſing Paſſions of various Kinds, 


come to the Lectures of the Goſpel, come 


to the Doctrine of the bleſſed Feſws : 
Come ſee the Love of God diſplay d in its 
moſt ſurprizing and powerful Colours; 
come learn to love your Maker, dreisd 
in the Riches of nis Grace: And may 
your Souls be fir d with divine Love, till 
all your carnal Fetters are melted off; 
till you exult in aMvinec Liberty; till you 
lead Captivity captive, and reign and tri- 
umph over all your vitious Affections, 
which had ſo oſten before diſquieted and 
enflaed you. --- WO 
And here again we may take up a me- 
lch Complaint, dw few are therę 
who are taught to regulate their Paſſions 


Ni en for e. What wild Works do 


le unruly Powers make among Man- 
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this ſacred Principle, this golden Rein of 


and guide and manage all the Paſſions to 
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kind! how dreadfully do they carry away 
Multitudes into Miſchicf and Ruin for 
want of this holy Government ! How 
very few have attain'd this heavenly Gift, 


univerſal Influence, that would hold in, 


glorious Advantage! 
MEDITATION, 


UT tis Time now, O my Soul, to 

call thy Thoughts away from the 
Multitudes of Mankind, and to look care- 
fuliy into thyſelf. There's reaſon enough 
for Grief and Lamentation indeed, if we 
ſurvey the Thouſan round about us, 
who are mere Slaves to their carthly Paſ- 
ſions, who let them looſe among Crea- 
tures, and ſhew very few Tokeas and 
Evidences of a ſupreme Love to their 
Creator: Bf would it not be Matter of 
far more painfal,, more penetrating and 
inward Sorrow, if thou ſnouldſt carry this 
Evidence, this Teſt of divine Love into 
thy own Retirements, and ſnhouldſt hardly 
be able to prove thyſelf a Lover of God? 


9 3 Awake, 
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Awake, awake to the Work, O my Heart! 
Enquire, examine, and take a ſtrict Ac- 
count how are thy paſſionate Powers em- 
ploy'd. Go over thy various Affections, 
and enquire of all of them, How ſtands 
thy Love to God? 

Admiration is deſcrib'd as the firſt of 
the Paſſions: Ir ariſes on the Notice of 
ſomething mew, or rare and uncommon: 
But it never ceaſes nor is loſt in the Con- 
templation of God, whoſe Glories are 
infinite, and in whom the holy Soul al- 
ways finds ſomething new and wondrous. 
He is a rare and uncommon Object in- 
deed, for there is but one ſuch Being in 
Heaven and Earth; there never was but 


One from all eternal Ages paſt, nor ever 


will be but One to all future eternal 
Ages. 

Haſt thou ſeen him, my Soul, ſo as to 
love him, then thy Work of pleaſing Con- 
templation and Wonder will be ſtill re- 
newed: Among Creatures we go on to 
admire what we love, but the Love of 
the Creator will lead us to everlaſting 


Admiration. And if thou loveſt him 3 


wilt ever find ſomething new and won- 


1 drous 
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drous in him, as thy Knowledge of him 


increaſes. Aſk thyſelf then, Haſt thou 


ſcen the Glories and the Graces of thy 


God, ſo as to wonder at the infinite Va- 
riety of his Wiſdom, the Greatneſs of his 


| Majeſty, and the Condeſcenſions of his 
Mercy? Are his Diſplays of Glory in 


Nature and Providence, in the Bible and 
in the Church, and eſpecially in his be- 
loved Son Feſus, the Matter of thy 


joyful Meditation and high Eſteem ? 


Does a ſenſe of his tranſcendent Gran- 
deur and Goodneſs ſtrike thee, as it be- 
comes a Creature to be ſtricken with tie 
Ideas of a God, z. e. with an holy Venc- 
ration, and with an awful Delight! 
The Love of ſo ſublime and infinite a 
Being is naturally turn'd to pleaſing A- 


doration, and becomes an Act of noble 


Worſhip : But when earthly Lovers 4 
dore their meancr Objects, to expreſs the 


Strength of their Love, they turn Idola- 


ters and affront God their Maker. Re- 
member, O my Soul, God alone muſt 
be adored. 

But proceed now, and ask, How ſtand 
thy Deſires and Wiſhes? Is the Favour, 
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the Preſence, and the Enjoyment of God 
the Object of thy ſtrongeſt Deſires, and 
of thy conftant Purſuit 2 Doſt thou long 
after a Senſe of the Pardon of Sin, the 
Love of God, and a Preparation to dwell 
for ever with him, above all Things 
bcitdes? 
. Yer further enquire, What is thy 
_ Heart's chief Delight? Are thoſe the 
tweeteſt Seaſons of Life when thou art 
brought neareſt to God in the Temper of 
thy Spirit, in the lively Hope of his 
Love, and invhtmble Converſe with him? 
Arc the ſecret Hours of Retirement dear 
and delightful to thee, aboye all hyman 
Society? Are the Workings of thy Heart 
in warm and affectionate Devotion thy 
tweetelſt Pleaſures? Can it be that ever I 
thould love God ſupremely, and yet not 
find my Converſe with him to be my ſu- 
preme Joy ? , 

Again : Are the Things that relate to 
God and Eternity the Objects of my 
Choice ad Love, above and beyond the 
Things that relate to Men and this Life? 
What Value haſt thou, O my Soul, 
for the Bible, the Book of God ? His 

Words 


glad when they ſay unto me, Come, let 


| fans refreſhing and entertaining to me, 
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Words will be treaſured up in the Heart, 
and will become the ſweet Entertainment 
of thy ſolitary Hours, if God himſelf has 
the higheſt Room in thy Affections. Let 
me enquire again, how ſtand my Deſires 
toward the Sanctuary, toward the Places 
and Seaſons of divine Worſhip? Am 1 


us go up to the Houſe of God? Are 
the Courts of Zion my delight, becauſe 
the bleſſed God manifeſts his Power and 
Glory there? Do I love the Saints of 
God? Is the Company of lively Chri- 


above all the idle Diſcourſe of the World, 
or the vain Merriments or more polite 
_ Amuſements of the Age? Do I look 
upon the Children of God with a pecu- 
lar Reſpect, with an Eye of diſtinguiſh- 
ing Love, and that for this Reaſon, be- 
cauſe they ſtand related to God, and bear 
his Image? Do 1 feel à Sympathy with- 
them in their Sorrows?: Do I pity and 
relieve from my very Heart the Poor in 
this World, who are the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of the moſt high God? and is eu 
the ſupreme Son of God the higheſt in 
1 D 5 my 
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my Eſteem, and the dearcſt to my 
Heart? | 

Ask yet again, O my Soul; Is every 
Thing little and contemptible in thy 
Eyes, in compariſon of the Things of 
God? Can any Thing fill up the Room 
and Place of God? or canſt thou ſay all 
Things arc Emptineſs and Vanity where 
God is not? When St. Auſtin, who 
was exceeding fond of the Writings of 
Cicero, the Roman Orator, came to taſte 
the Pleaſures of Religion by the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, the W ritings even of 
Cicero loſt their Reliſh with him, be- 
cauſe he found not Chrz/t there. How 
ſtands it now with thec, in refpe&t of 
ſome of thy dearcſt Delights of Nature? 
Arc they all placed, as they ought to be, 
in thy Eſteem, infinitely below God? 
Are thy beſt carthly Joys empty and un- 
_ fatisfying without God? Canſt thou ſay, 
in the Language of the Apoſtle, and aſ- 
ſume his Triumph, Tea, doubtleſs, and 
I count all Things but Loſs for the Ex- 
cellency of the Knowledge of Chrift Fe- 
ſus, by whom we are brought near to 
God the Father? 


Enquire 
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Enquire yet again, does thy Love to 
God awaken and employ thy Zeal and 
holy Activity for his Honour? Art thou 
ſolicitous to keep all his Command- 
ments, and hereby manifeſt thy Love ? 


There is no Evidence of the Love of God 


can be ſufficient or ſincere, if this be want- 
ing. Doſt thou ſeck to grow more and 
more like to God ? doſt thou breathe 
earneſtly after greater Conformity to Fe- 


ſas, the firſt and the brighteſt Image of 


the Father? Is it a pain to thee to find 
thyſelf ſo unlike him, whom thou lov- 


eſt ſupremely? Love will create Like- 
__ nels. 


Let us examine thee now, my Heart, 
how ſtand thy uneaſy and painful Af- 
fetions?- Haſt thou a rooted Hatred of 


every Sin? haſt thou an inward Averſion 
to every Thing that diſpleaſes God? doſt 


thou look back on thy own former Tranſ- 
greſſions, with holy Shame and ſincere 


Sorrow ? Art thou cover'd with an in- 


ward Bluſh at the Recollection of thy paſt 
Follics? Are thy Sins thy heavieſt Burden, 
and the moſt uncaſy Load? Has thy ſin- 
ccre and unfeigned Repentance been ma- 
D 6 nifeſted 
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nife ted by all the proper Paſſions that at- 
tend a Penitent, by Self- abaſement and. 
in werd Confuſion, by mourning in ſecret, 
and a holy Diſplicency and Reſentment 
againſt thyſelf and tay Folly? And is it a 
Gri.f and Pain to thc, to tec and hear 
oil.crs tranſgrels againſt thy God, and 
affronr his Law and his Love? 


Se k yet further: Haſt th a watchful. 


Fealouſ over thyſelf, leſt thou wander 
from God? a conſtant Solicitude of Mind, 
leſt thoa offend and diiplcaſe him whom 
thou loveſt ſupremely ? Hoff thou ſtand. 


afar off from cvcry Temptation, as one 
afraid to be defiled with Sin, and diſho- 


nour thy God? Art thou cautious of that 
Company, of that Buſir e ſs, of that Diver- 
ſion or Delight waich has before enſnared. 
thee, and broke thy holy Intercourſe with. 
_ God? 

Aſk again, O my Heart, haſt thou ſub- 
dued thy uncaly paſſions of Anger, Fro- 
wardneſs and Reſentment, againſt God. 
and againſt Man, by the overcoming In- 
fluence of divine Love? Hait thou a ſub- 
miflive and humble Carriage under hard 
Providences and {ore Diſappointments 

from 
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from the Hand of God? Doſt thou love 


bim ſo well, as not to murmur at his holy 

Conduct, nor quarrel with his * Borg 
ment? and haſt thou acquired the ſacred 
Power and Skill of ſuppreſſing thy Wrath 


and Revenge againſt Men, by the con- 


ſtraining Influence of the Love of God ? 
Doſt thou forbear and forgive thoſe who 
offcnd thee, from a (meet Senſe of the 
forbearing and forgiving Love of God to- 
wards thee ? If thy Love ro God has yet 


done little of this Service, if it has not 


begun to make thec mcek and mild, and 
diſpaſſionate under Afflidtions from the 
Hand of God, or the Affronts of Men, it 


has not acquired any great Prevalence in 


thee, and there is too much Reaſon to 


ſulpect the Sincerity of it. 
Come yet further, O my Soul, take a 


Step forward, and look towards Death 
and Eternity. Art thou willing to croſs 
the dark Valley, in order to dwell with. 


thy Beloved? 1 grant Nature hath its 
Frai cies and Fears; I grant alſo, that 


the want of Aſlurance of Salvation Camps: 
the Wings of the Soul, which vould be 


ſtrerchd forward to the Enjoyment of 


God! 
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God in the heavenly Country: I would 
put the Queſtion therefore in a gentle and 
favourable Manner. Haſt thou any De- 
fire to leave this ſinful World, to quit all 
thy deareſt Hopes and Intereſts here for 
the ſake of dwelling with God on high? 
Suppoſe thou hadſt a ſteady Hope of his 
Love, and the Pains of Death were miti— 
gated, haſt thou an inward Breathing and 
Tendency towards the Happineſs that ari- 
ſes from the Preſence of God ? O bleſſed 
Souls, whoſe Love is riſen to ſo tranſcen- 
dent a Degree, that they are not afraid 
even of the ſharpeſt Pangs, and the Terrors 
of Death! they can venture with Pleaſure 
to croſs the Swellings of Jordan, that 
they may enter into the promiſed Land, 
and dwell in the City of their God. 
What is it, O my Heart, what is it in 
the word HELL that ſtrikes thee with ſo 
much Horror? Is it the Thought of an 
endleſs Separation from thy God? What 
is it that makes the Name of HEAVEN 
carry ſo pleaſing a Sound ? Is it becauſe 
thy God dwells there in his faireſt Glory, 
and in his richeſt Grace? The mere Dread 
of Hell as a Place of Sorrow and Pain, 
| and 
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and the Deſire of Heaven as a mere State 
of Reſt from Trouble, and of ſome ſort 
of unknown Happineſs, are no manner 
of Evidences of any Love to God, much 
leſs of a ſupreme Love, ſuch as God re- 
quires. The Paſſions of Nature may be 


awaken'd by natural Self-love at the Views 


of Heaven and Hell, when ſet merely in 
this Light : But 'tis the Hope of being for 


ever with the Lord, that is the chief Al- 
lurement of Heaven in the Eye of the ſa- 
cred Lover; and tis the eternal Abſence 


of God gives Hell its blackeſt Colours, 
and its moſt formidable Appearances. 


Haſt thou, O my Soul, run over all thy 


Paſſions in this Enquiry? and what is 
the Reſult of thy Labour? Canſt thou 
ſtand this Teſt? Art thou a Lover of 
God with all thy Heart? If thou find 
this divine Principle, this ſovereign and 
holy Affection reigning within thee, bleſs 
the diſtinguiſhing Grace of God, who 


has kindled this heavenly Flame, and che- 
Set a Guard 


riſh it with perpetual Care. 
upon every Affection, leſt it wander 


from its Duty. O may divine Love 


maintain its rightful Dominion, and uni- 
verſal 
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88 Divine Loue ic, &c. 
verſal Sovereignity in my Soul. Let me 

keep God always near me, and watch ; 
againft the ſeducing Influence of tempting 

Creatures, that I may ever preſerve the f 7 
Love of God in its ſupreme Feryvcncy, kt} 
and its unrivalled Influence : Then my 
whole Naturc, with all its Powers, ſhall 
be thine, O my God, for ever and ever. 


Amen. 


ö 
$ 3 
55 | 
LN 
* 
* 3 
— 


(8%) e : * 
DISCOURSE III. 
The Uſe of the Paſſions in Religion. 


E have ſeen already what is in- 
cluded in loving God with the 


Heart, and how this divine Love will 


influence all the other Aﬀettions into 4 
fruitable and correſpondent Exerciſe. 
We procecd now to the third general 


Head of Diſcourſe, and that is to ſhew 


the Ce of the Paſſions in Religion, ot 
what Advantage may be obtained by 


them, or expetied from them in the 7 


Chriſtian Life : And here we {hall find 
the Advantages of them ſo great and nu» 
merous, as will render it neccflary for 
every one who profeſſes ſerious Reli- 
gion to have the Affections of his Soul 
engaged in it. 

I. Advantage. The Paſſions being du- 
ly awakened, will ſet the Powers of the 
Underſtanding at work, in the Search 
of divine Truth and religious Duty, and 
render the Knowledge of God exceeding 

deſirable 
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deſirable to ſinful Men. We are by 
Nature thoughtleſs of God and divine 


Things: A little, a very little general 


Knowledge of Religion ſatisfies our De- 
ſires, becauſe we imagine it is ſufficient 
for our Neceſſities. The bulk of Man- 
kind have their Paſſions touch'd with 
earthly Things, and they are ever en- 
quiring who will ſhew us where Corn 


and Wine, the Pleaſures of Senſe, the 


Poſſeſſions of this World, Honours or 


Preferments, are to be gotten? Too ma- 


ny arc ready to join with the prophane 
Wretches, who arc deſcribed in Fob 
xxi. 14. They ſay unto God, depart 


from us, we deſire not the knowledge of 


thy Ways ; we do not want to know 


much of God, nor what is our Duty to 
him. 


But when the Arrows of Conviction 


ſtrike thro' the Soul, when the Heart is 
awakened to a pathetick Senſe of Sin, 
and the Fear of divine Vengeance pol- 
ſeſſes and torments the Spirit, then tis 
the moſt importunate Inquiry of the 
Heart and the Lips, What ſhall we do to 
be ſaved? How ſhall we eſcape the 

Wrath 
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Wrath to come? How is the governing 
| Juſtice of the great God to be ſatisfied for 


our Offences? What is the Way to be 
made Partakers of his pardoning Mer- 
cy? Wherewith ſhall T appear before the 
Lord, and in what Manner ſhall 1 bow 
my ſelf, and worſhip the moſt high God ? 
This was the Language of the awakened 
Jaylor, who had juſt before ſcourged the 
Saints of the Lord, the holy Apoſtles, 
Acts xvi. 30. This was the earneſt Cry 


of the Crucifiers of Chri/# himſelf, 


at St. Peter's Sermon, when they were 


prickd to their Hearts, Acts ii. 37. 


This is the Language of Nature convin- 
ced of Sin, and the Danger of divine In- 
St. Paul learnt all the Ter- 
rors of the Lord, and felt all his painful 
Paſſions in an uproar, when he was ſtruck 
down to the Duſt with the dreadful and 
overwhelming Glory in his Way to Da- 
maſcus, Acts ix. 3. And with what in- 
tenſe and haſty Zeal did he make this 
Inquiry, Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do? ver. 6. And when he had 
learnt the Knowledge of Chriſt, as the 
only Way to the Fayour of God and 

Salvation, 
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Salvation, how highly doth he value it! 
Phil. iii. 8. 7, ea, doubtleſs, and I count 
all Things but Loſs, for the Excellen- 


cy of the Knowledge of Chriſt Feſus 


my Lord. 


If I am awaken'd to a Senſe of Sin, | 
and fear the Anger of God, I ſhall long | 
to know the awful Extent of his Power, 


and the terrible Effects of his Anger, as 
well as the Methods of obtaining his 
Grace. IfI /ove him, I ſhall ſpend many 
pleaſant Hours of Enquiry into his ami- 


able Excellencies. Each pious Paſſion 


will promote its peculiar Enquiries, Fear 


and Love will wander with holy Awe 


and Delight among iis Glorics, and be 
ever purſuing further Knowledge of his 
Perfections: If I love God with warm 
and devout Affection, I ſhall rejoice daily 
to find new Dilcoveries of his unſearch- 
able Witdom, his all- ſufficient Power, 
his immenfe Goodneſs, and the unbound- 
ed Riches of his Grace: I {hall trace his 
wondrous Footſteps thro this beauti:ul 
Creation, and endcavour to find his 
Way in the Tract of daily Providcnces : 


L ſhall ſurvey him aud his Atttibutes in 


his 


8 — 


e 
0 


Paſſions in Religion. 983 
lue it! his Book of Grace and dwell upon his 


divine Features in Feſus the Image, and 
E 1 the Brightneſs of his Glory; and I ſhalt 
Feſus } ſearch further continually into the Know- 
fs ledge of Chriſt, who is God manifeſt in 
5 the Fleſh : 1 ſhall dig in the Mines of 
| ha |} Scripture for Treaſures of divine Know- 
, ledge, and never grow Weary of the 
er 2 Work. I ſhall be always enquiring, 
bo What ' ſhall J do to pleaſe and ſerve him, 
Fa ' who is the Object of my higheſt Love; 
e and how I ſhall obtain ſtronger Senſa- ö 
fon tions and Aſſurances of his Favour, and i 
Fear dwell for ever in his Preſence, who 1s 1 
Awe the Life and the Joy of my Soul. We | 
1d be long ſtill to know more of this tranſcen- | 
of his {© Sent Being whom we love: Tis this al 
varm divine Paſſion that animates theſe In- 1 
daily quiries after the Knowledge of God; and 4 
arch- this ſhall render them infinite and ever- = 
wer laſting, becauſe God the Object of them 14 
3 is everlaſting ar d infinite. I 
e his II. Advantage. The Aﬀeftions being 43 
itiful once engaged. wal 47 Þ the Soul fixed to jt 
his vine Tas“. n Senſe of them is i 
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abide there much longer. Even where 
Reaſon is bright, and the Judgment clear, 
yet it will be ineffectual for any valu- 
able Purpoſes, if Religion reach no far- 
ther than the Head, and procced not to 


the Heart: It will have but little Influ- 


ence, if there are none of the Affections 
engaged. Notions of Religion in the 
Underſtanding, without any Touch up- 


on the Paſſions, have been compared to 


the Stars in a Winter Midnight, bright 
and ſhining, but very cold; or rather 
to the Meteor, which is called a ſhoot- 
ing Star, which vaniſhes quickly, and is 
loſt in Darkneſs. f 
Suppoſe we are convinced by calm Rea- 
ſoning of the Being of a God, of the 
Dutics which we owe our Creator, of 


his Government of the World, and of 


his final Judgment ; ſuppoſe we are led 
into a Demonſtration or evident Proof, 


that we are guilty Creatures, having brok- 


en the Laws of God, and that there is no 
Salvation for us, but in and by a Medi- 
ator 3 ſuppoſe we are really convinced in 
our Judgment, that there is a Heaven or 
a Hell, that awaits our Departure from 

this 


vhere 


clear, 
valu- 
) far- 
ot to 
Influ- 
tions 
the 
| Up- 


ed to 


right 
ather 
10Ot- 
nd 1s 


Rea- 
f the 


r, of 
d of 
led 
roof, 
rok- 
is no 
ledi- 
d in 
nor 
rom 
this 


* 
. 
. 
'S 


Paſſions in Religion. 97 


this World; that we muſt die ſhortly, 
and that we are for ever miſerable with- 


out pardoning Mercy, and ſanctifying 


Grace; all this is valuable in its Kind, 
and is neceſſary in order to Salvation: 
But if all this Knowledge make no Im- 
reſſion on the Affections, it is not like- 
y to abide with us, nor to do us much 
good: Knowledge wears off the Mind, 
if never uſed. Cold, unaffecting No- 
tions, will have no powerful Influence 
to reform our Lives. Every new Scene 
of Buſineſs or Pleaſure bruſhes off theſe 


Thoughts of Religion from our Souls, 


where they have not been let into the 
Heart, nor poſſeſsd the Paſſions : They 
vaniſh like the Morning Dew, or like an 
early Cloud that paſſes away. 5 
It is one great End and Deſign of the 
Paſſions, to fix the Attention ſtrongly 
upon the Objects of them, to ſettle the 
Thoughts with ſuch Intenſeneſs and Con- 
tinuance on that which raiſes them, that 
they are not eaſily taxen off. What we 
fear or deſire, what we love and hope 
for, what we lament or rejoice in, will 
ſeize and buſy our Minds, and take them 


3 op 


96 De Uſe of the 
up perpetually, notwithſtanding the Im- 
portunities of other Buſineſſes or Cares: 
The Paſſions are ſupremely importunate, 
and will be heard. Now if the Paſſions + 
are ftrongly cngaged for God, the World 
will have but little Power to call off the |} 
Heart from Religion. K 
Suppoſe two Preachers were deſired 
to miniſter to the ſame Auditory, on a 
Day of Faſting or Praiſe, and on the ſame 
Subject too. One of them has all the 
Beauty, Force and Skill of clear and calm 
Reaſoning; he other not only inſtructs 
well, but powerfully moves the Affec- 
tions with ſa red Oratory: Which of 
theſe two will beſt ſecure the Attention 
of the People, and guard them from 
LE-:-wzinets cr Wandring? Surely he 
that ouches the Heart will fix the Eyes 
and de Ears, and all the Powers; while 
he wa merely endeavours to inform the 
Head, ill find many wandering Eyes, 
and iche Sleepers. 
Suppoe two Perſons have heard the 
fame [:.courſe from the Pulpit, which 
u as both rational and pathetic. One of 
them is p:cated with the fine Reatoning 
| I 
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of the Preacher, and hath his judgmeut 
convinced of the Neceſſity and impor- 
tance of the Duty which he is exh5:red to 
practice, and goes no further; the other 


hath alſo felt the very ſame Conviction 


of his Underſtanding by force of Argu- 
ment, and at the ſame Time finds his 
Soul touched inwardly with an Emotion 


of the lively Paſſions ; he is awakened 


and ſurprized with an awful Concern 
about his paſt Neglects, and a holy Fear 
of divine Anger; he is ſtruck to the 
Heart with Sentiments of Piety, he is 
grieved and aſhamed at his Folly, he is 
filled with Zeal and holy Purpoſes : Pray 
which of theſe two will have the Diſ- 
courſe dwell moſt upon their Hearts ; 
which 1s like to remember this Sermon 
longeſt, and which is molt likely to put it 
in Practice ? 

This leads me to the third Particu- 
lar. 

III. Advantage. All the Duties of 


| Holineſs are rendered much eaſier, and 


Temptations to Sin much weaker, when 
Religion hati> taken hold of the Heart, 
and the Paſſions of the Soul are engaged 

1 . 
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in it. Paſlion animatcs all the inferior 
Powers of Naturc, and ſtrengthens them 
all in their Operation. 


Tis a ſort of 
Life and Fire within the Hearts of Men, 


which God the Crcator hath ordained 
to be ever ready there, to give Force and 
Spirit for preſent Action. He knew our 
Nature wanted this Spur, this inward 
Spring of Activity. 


Suppoſe we had been left merely to 


the Exerciſe of our Reaſon and judg- 


ment, to inform us when it was proper 


to eat and drink, without having any 


ſuch Appetites as Thirſt and Hunger : 
"Tis poſſible indeed that Life might have 
been maintained, but we mould have 
been often ready to neglect the proper 
Seaſons of Food, and Nature would have 
been ſupported but in a feeble languiſh- 


ing Manner, without ſuch regular and 


conſtant Nouriſhment as we want, and 


that too without any ſenſible Delight. 
But the keen Appetites of Hunger and 


Thirſt are implanted in our very Natures, 
toawaken us to take our ſolid and liquid 
Food, and that with Conſtancy and na- 


tural Plcaſure, Iis for the ſame End 
that 


„ fa 1 — — 
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Fo that all the Paſſions were wrought into 
dem | Our Conſtitution by our great Creator, 
of that we might have ſome more vigorous 
ten, | Principles than the mere Power of Rea- 
ined | f{oning, to animate us to Activity on all 
ang | Juſt and proper Occaſions. 
our | Suppoſe were told that my Houſe was 
vard | fire at Midnight, and my cold Reaſon 
informed me, that in a little Time I and 
to | BY Goods might be conſumed, tis pro- 
r bable I ſhould think of uſing ſome Me-. 
oper || thod to fave myſelf: But the Paſſion of 
any | Surprize and Fear exerts itſelf in a Mo- 
ger : x ment, and hurries me out to make an 
have immediate Eſcape. Fear was wrought 
have into human Nature for ſuch Purpoſes 
oper 28 theſe. In ſuch a Fright we can almoſt 
have — more Mountains, and perform Won 
-niſh- — ers, to the utmoſt Limits of the Strength N 
and — Of Man, in order to fave our ſelves or q 
"nd | dear Relatives from the Flames. 
liaht. Cold Reaſoning without Paſſion, would 
- zi | have no ſuch ſovereign and powerful 
tures, | Effects. 1 3 3 
liquid Thus it is in Things of Religion. A 
dna- Cold Information that Miſery will be the 
End Conſequent of Sin, or even a rational 


that 1 Conviction 
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100 The Uſe of the 
Conviction of the diſtant Danger of Hell, 
without the Paſſion of Fear, would ani- 


4 


mate the Man to cry out with ſuch im- 


portunate Inquiries, Mhat ſhall I do to 


eſcape everlaſting Burnings ? "Tis this 
Paſſion of Fear that conſtrains him to fly 
for his Life to the Hope that is ſet before 
him in the Goſpel, and to make his Eſ- 
cape as Lot did from Sodom, without 
looking back on the Allurements of 
Sin. 

I might give Inſtances of the like Kind 
in the Affection of divine Love. I may 
learn by Reaſon that God is to be ho- 
noured and obeyed, becauſe he is my Cre- 
ator and my Lord: I may be convinced 
of the Beauty of Virtue, and the Excel- 


lency ot Religion, and that all the Pre- 


cepts of it are reaſonable; yet theſe Pre- 
cepts will carry but a feeble Sway with 
them, and have a very imperfect Influ- 
ence on my Practice, in oppoſition to 
all my carnal Intereſts and corrupt In- 
clinations. if I have nothing to move 


me but the mere Uſe of my Reaſon, 


telling mc 'tis a proper Thing to obey 
the great God. This will not do tae 
| Work, 


r . 
R 2 
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Work, if 1 have no affectionate Love 
to God as a Father and a Saviour. 

It is a Knowledge and Belief of the 
Truth of the Goſpel, join d with Love 
to Chriſt my Redeemer, that makes me 
zealous to fulfil every Duty. CHriſtia- 
nity it ſelf is thus excellently deſcribed by 
the Apoſtle, it is Faith working by Love, 
Gal. v. 6. A mere Nnowledge of any 
Perſon will not make us grow like him, 
but Love hath an aſſimilating and tranſ- 
forming Power: The divine Affection 
of Love will work perpetually within 
us, and never ceaſe till it has made us like 
our beloved Object, till it has made 
us holy as God is boly, and formed 
Heaven within us. | 


And when this warm Love to God 
our Maker, and to Fe/us our Saviour, 


is joind to a lively Hope of everlaſting 


Happineſs, how do theſe united Paſſions 


invigorate the Soul in Duty, and bear 
down all Tcmptations before them? 


Great is the conſtraining Power of theſe 
divine Aﬀections, Hope and Love: They 


break thro' all Obſtacles that ſtand in 
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the way of Salvation : When they are 
united together they ariſe to fotly Fey 
and among the Saints of the Old 1 cſta- 
ment, as well as the New, e Joy of 
the Lord was their Strength to fultil 
all the Dutics of Religion and Righte- 
ouſneſs, Nehem. viii. 10. This ſacred 
Temper of Mind carried out the Patri- 
archs of old, and the Heroes of the an- 
cient Church, to obey the Call of God 


with Courage, to leave their own na- 


tive Country, and their Friends, fo Wan- 


der thro the Earth as Strangers and 


Pilgrims, and to live upon a naked Pro- 
mile : This taught Moſes to eſteem the 


Reproach of Chriſt, and the Hope of 


Meſſiah, greater Riches than all the 
Treaſures of Egypt : This enabled the 
pious Jews to work wonders of Righ- 


teouſneſs, to venture into the Dens of 
Lions, to dare the Edge of the Sword, 


and combat the violence of Fire; to en- 
dure the Trial of cruel Mockings and 


Scourgings, to pals thro' Showers of 
Stones, and Engines of Torture, dcſpi- 
Jing Death in its moſt frightful Forms, 


and 


from the Love of Chriſt ? who ſpall di-. 
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and not accepting Deliverance. Theſe 
are the Wonders which are aſcribed to 
Faith in the 1174 Chapter to the He- 
brews : But it was Faith animated by di- 
vine Love; it was Faith riſing high in 
the Hope of a better Reſi irreftion. A 
naked and ſimple Belief of Things unſeen, 
would ſcarce have wrought theſe amaz- 
ing Effects in human Nature, without 
ſome warm and fu Efforts of the At- 
fections of Hope and Love. 

Behold the Hero of the Goſpel St. 
Paul, that little contemptible Figure of ; 
a Man, bearing down all Oppoſition be- [! 

f 


fore him in his ſacred Courſe of Zeal 
and Duty. Under this Influence he can 
triumph over all the formidable Things 
of Nature, and the Terrors of this World, 
Rom. viii. 35. Who ſrall ſeparate us 


vide our Hearts from him? who ſhall I 
make us weary of his Service, or tempt {1 
us away from the Faith and Obedience 
of his Goſpel? Shall Tribulation, ſhall 
Diſtreſs, ſhall Perſecution, ſhall Fa- | 
mine or Nakeaneſs, or Peril or Sword? | 
As it vas written of the Saints 1 
| E 4 in 
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in former Ages, ſo ſhall it be fulfill'd again 


in our Age, for thy ſake we can bear 


killing all the Day long: The Sheep of 


Chriſt can ſtand the Ax, or the Knife of 
Slaughter: In all theſe Things we are 
more than Conquerors, thro' the Grace of 
Chriſt that hath loved us. Every holy 


Martyr hath made ir appear, that Love 


2s ſironger than Priſons, or Death: It 
hath its Flames that are ſuperior to com- 
mon Fire, and can overcome all the Ter- 
rors of Men. 

When this divine Love and Hope 
have poſſeſs d the Spirit, what poor and 
paultry Things are all the Allurements 


of Fleſh and Senſe? how fceble and in- 


ſufficient are all the gay and glittering 
Appearances of Nature in this World, 
all the Flatteries of Pride and Senſuality, 
to draw the Heart away from God ? The 
holy Soul can boldly withſtand all the 


Inticements of Sin, when divine Grace 
hath ſciz d the Aﬀections, and got Poſ- 


ſeſſion of thoſe ſprightly and active 


Powers. 5 


What the Nerves and Spirits are to 
animal Nature, the ſame thing are the 
Paſlions 


PTY r A + 
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Paſſions in Religion. 
Paſſions to the Soul : They are its very 


Nerves and Spirits, its moſt vigorous and 


unwearied Springs of Action, both in 
the zealous Diſcharge of every Duty, and 
the firm Reſiſtance of every Temptation 
to Sin. Theſe active Springs ſet all Na- 
ture at work in the Afﬀairs of Grace. 


The ſanctified Affections are ſo great 


a Part of the new Creature, that the very 
Graces of the holy Spirit are called by 
their Names. What is divine Love, re- 
ligious Fear, and heavenly Hope? What 


is a ſacred Contempt and Diſdain of ſen- 
ſual Vanities, and an immortal Averſion 


to Sin, and utter Abhorrence of it ? 
What are holy Deſires, penitent Sor- 


rows, and ſpiritual Joys? What is all this 


bleſſed Catalogue of the Fruits of the 


Spirit, but the Paſſions of Nature refined 


and renewed by Grace. | 

It is the Influence of Religion on the 
Paſſions, that doth in a great meaſure 
make the Difference between the true 
Chriſtian and the mere outward Profeſ- 


ſor: The mere Profeſſor may know as 


much of the Doctrines of Religion, and 
of the Duties of it, as the moſt religious 
E$ Maa 
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10 Type Uſe of the 
Man; but he doth not fear and love 


and deſire and hope, and mourn and re- 
joice, as the true Chriſtian doth. If a 


bare rational Knowledge of divine Things 


were ſufficient to make a true Diſciple 


of Chriſt, the greateſt Student of Divi- 
nity, and eſpecially the ſharpeſt Critick in 
Scripture, would be the beſt Chriſtian : 
But it is not always found fo ; Criticks 
and Students, rich in Knowledge, may 


have cold Hearts, and lie dead in a State 


of Sin. 
IV. Advantage. Tl e Practices of Re- 


Higion are not only render d eaſy, 6; hav- 


ing the Aﬀetiions employ d in it, but 


pe become ple aſaut and Jelightful, 


and every Sin is more painful to the 
Soul chere the Paſſions are engaged 
for God. 

If the Chriſtian be employ'd in Holy 
Meditation, how does thc Soul that loves 
God travel with Delight over the various 
Scenes of his Glory, in the lower and the 


upper Worlds! How docs he dwell upon 
the Majeſty and the Mercy of his heavenly 


Father; upon the Excellencies of Chriſt 
the Saviour, upon his Offices and his 
Dignities 


love 
d re- 

If a 
hings 
ſciple 
Divi- 
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tian: 
iticks 
may 
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Ne- 
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Dignities from Day to Day! How pleaſura- 
bly doth the Mind diffuſe itſelf in Con- 
templation upon his pre- exiſtent State 
when he dwelt in the Father's Boſom ; 
his condeſcending Incarnation and com- 
ing into Fleſh and Blood, the Labours 
and Sorrows of his Life, the Anguiſh and 
amazing Love of his Death, the Glory 
of his Reſurrection, the Honours paid 
him at his Aſcent to the Throne of God 
in Heaven, the Efficacy of his Interceſ- 
ſion, and the joyful and dreadful Appear- 
ance of the great Judge, when he ſhall 
come in the Clouds of Heaven to be ad- 
mired of his Saints, and to give Venge- 
ance and Deſtruction to thoſe who have 


ridiculed and rejected the Goſpel of his 


Grace? How arc the Thoughts fixd on 
the ſacred Theme, without an Inclination 
to rove and go altray? how are the Pow- 


ers of Imagination devoutly employ d, 


when the holy Paſſions are rous'd into 
Activity, when our Fear, our Hope, our 
Love, our Joy, are all in happy Exer- 


Cile ? Bur if theſe arc abſent, and we are 


left merely to rational Inforcements of 
Duty on the Mind, without Love or 


E 6 Affection 


108 The Uſe of the 
Affection in the Heart, with what a cold 


Indifference do we ſct about the Work ! 
how fluttering are our Thoughts! how 
wand-ring are our Hearts! and every fly- 
ing Fancy calls us away, and ſcatters our 
Powers among a thouſand Vanities. 

I might inſtance in the Duty of Prayer 
or Praiſe, when the Loye of the Heart 


flames out into holy Deſires, how ready 
and eager is the Soul to ſeck the 


Lord ! Not the Shadows and Silence of 


the Midnight, not the carly Buſineſs and 


Cares of the Morning, can withhold the 
good Man from calling upon his God. 
With my Soul have ] defired thee in the 
Night, with my Spirit <within me will 
T ſeek thee carly, Ia. xxvi. 9. and Pal. 
cxix. 147. 1 prevented the Dawning of 
the Morning, and cried to the Lord. Or 
if the Heart be warmed with a Senſe of 


divine Mercy, and kindled into religious 


Foy, how glorioufly does the Tongue 
break forth into Praiſes! Bleſs the Lord, 
O my Soul, and all that is within me 
bleſs his holy Name : Bleſs the Lord, 
O my Soul, and forget not all his Bene- 


fits: Seven Times a-day will J praiſe 


thee: 


awake to the joyful Work. 
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thee: My Heart is fixed, O God, my 
Heart is fixed; I will ſing and "ang 
Praiſe : Awake, my Tongue, my G ory, 


| While the pious Aﬀettions are duly 
engaged in Prayer, even a common Chri- 
ſtian is enabled to make divine Work of 
it: Our Minds never want Matter, nor 
our Tongues Expreſſion. Senſe and 


Language are very much at the Call of 


the deyout Paſſions, where the Mind is 
tolerably furniſhed with the Principles of 
Religion; and then the Soul converſes 
with irs Maker with unknown Delight. 
But when we are impelld by a mere 
Precept commanding us to our Knees, 
and Conſcience goads us on as it were to 


the Task and Drudgery of Prayer, with- 


out any devout Affection, how coid is 


the Heart! how languid the Worſhip ! 


how dry the Mind! how ſcanty the Lan- 
guage ! tlie Invention and the Lips ſtrive 
and labour, and all to little purpoſe, In 
luch a Caſe, I cannot but think that well- 
compoſed Forms of Devotion may be 


uſctul Helps to awaken the drowzy Pow- 


eis, and to call up ſleeping Religion. But 
where 
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vine Sentiments and Joys. 
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where theſe Powers are awake and live- 
ly, ſuch Helps are leſs needful in our 
praying Seaſons. 

The ſame Experiment may be repeated 
in reading the Mord of Cod. How full 


of Sweetneſs and holy Pleaſure are the 
Diſcoveries and the Promiſes of the Bible, 


when dceyuut Aﬀecciions are at work! 
How tweet are the Hiſtories of Abraham 


and David, the Trophecies of 1/azah, 


and the Predictions that point to Chri/? ! 


How glorious the Epiſties of Peter and 
Paul] How divinely pleaſing is the Go- 


ſpel of John, and the dying Diſcourſes and 
Prayer of our Saviour in the 14th, 15th, 


16th, and 17th Chapters of this Evange- 


lit! How full of Rapture and holy Tranf. 
port are the Pſalms of David! We 

enter into his Spirit, and we feel his di- 
But what a 
Deadneſs, what a Dryneſs overſpreads 


even the moſt delicious and heavenly 


Parts of thoſe divine Writings; what an 
inſipid and taſteleſs Thing is the Goſpel 
itſelf, when the holy Paſſions arc all 


So 


| aſleep! 


— — —— 
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So 'tis in hearing Sermons : When our 


ſacred Affections are awake, we dwell on 


the Lips of the Miniſter as on the Lips 
of an Angel of God: Every Sentence 
ſecms to come from Heaven; and even 
a fceble Teacher, with all his Infirmities 
at ſuch a Seaſon, ſeems like a divine Meſ- 
ſenger, and raiſes your Attention and 
Delight. But the Cauſe is within your- 
ſelves, the Activity of your devout Aﬀec- 


tions under the Influence of divine Grace. - 


Is not Benevolence and Kindneſs to 
our Fellow-Creatures, Liberality to the 
Poor, and eſpecially to our Fellow Chri- 
fſtians, another Part of our Religion! 


Pure Religion and undefiled is this, to 
viſit the Fatherleſs and the Widow in 


their Affliction, James i. alt. He that 
loves God muſt love his Brother alſo, 
1 John iv. 21. But how can we fulfil the 


ſeveral Duties of Help and Relief, Defence 


and Conſolation to our Brethren, if we 
do not indulge the warm and tender Af- 
fections of Pity, and Sympathy, and Love? 
The Bounty of the Hands, even to the 
moſt diſtreſs d Object, will be but ſcanty 
and ſmall, if there be no Compaſſion in 

the 
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112 The Uſe of the 


the Heart: But when we love our Bre- 
thren for God's fake, and excite in our 
Hearts all the friendly and compaſſionate 
Affections towards the Poor and the Miſe- 
rable, then Covetouſneſs and Self- love lie 
down vanquiſhd, and have no Power to 


with- hold the Hand from a liberal Diſtri- 
bution of Bleſſings to thoſe that are in 


need. Compaſſion melts the Heart, and 
makes the Hands flow with Bounty and 
Rebef. —_ 


I might give other Inſtances alſo of the 


ſame happy Effect of holy Paſſion in the 
more difficult Duties of Religion, in Mor- 


tification of moſt beloved Sins, as well as 


in denying our moſt darling Intereſts for 
the ſake of Chriſt. How ſteret is it, 
ſaith St. Auſtin, under the Power of di- 


vine Love, how ſweet is it to abſtain 
from all the old feet and ſinful De- 


lights of the Fleſh? Herein is our Love 
to God manifeſted, 7hat we keep his 


Commandments; and none of his Com- 


mands are grievons, 1 John v. 3. 


And as the Duties of Religion are ful- 


filled with amuſual Delight, ſo every Sin 
becomes more painful to the Heart when 
| | the 


lice, and Envy, and Love of the World, 


fections arc renew'd and ſanctify d. Eve- 


lively Chriſtzan ; nor is the Spirit ever 


— — 
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the Paſſions are divinely tinctur d. The 
very dwelling of ſinful Principles in the 
Heart, the working of unruly Appetites 
and unholy Inciinations, and the firſt Mo- 
tions of Pride, and Wantonneſs, and Ma- 


are all very grievous to a Soul whoſe Af- 


ry Compli:nce with Temptation breaks 
in upon the ſweet Serenity and Peace of 
the Spirit, and gives it great Diſquictude. 
Read the Caſe of the holy Pſalmiſt and 
of St Peter after their Folly. Thus it is 
in ſome meaſure with every ſincere and 
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at reſt after any remarkable Sin, till that 

Sin hath been made bitter to the Soul, * 
and till the Soul has made freſh and warm 1 
Application to the Throne of Grace, by „ 
humble Repentance and Faith in the „ 
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Blood of ſprinkling. 3 


'Tis a known Doctrine, both in the 
Zewth and Chriſtian Church, that not 
only the pleaſant, but the painful and 
uneaſy Paſſions of the Heart arc conſe- 
crated to divine Purpoſes. Sorrow for 
Sin, and deep Mourning, teach us pow- 

crfully 
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erfully that is an evil and bitter Thing 
0 forſake the Lord our God; and in this 
Manner our own Wickeaneſs is appoint- 
ed to correct us, and our Back-ſlidings 
reprove us. By the Grief of the Soul, 
and by the Sadneſs of the Countenance 
ariſing from it, Solomon tells us, the 
Heart is made better, Eccleſ. vii. 3. 
When holy David began to be ſorry for 
his Sin, when he water'd his Couch with 
his Tears, when his Eye was conſumed 
with Grief, and he roared by reaſon of 
the Diſquietneſs of his Heart, he was 
then under the Workings of recovering 
Grace. When St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians made them ſorry for their 
Connivance at the inceſtuous Iniquity of 
one of their Members, he tells them in his 
ſecond Letter how neceſſary this Sorrow 
was, this Godly Sorrow, wrich worketh 
Repentancennto Salvation: What a Train 
of holy Paſlions attended it! Mat In- 
dignation againſt Sin, and the Sinner! 
What holy Fear of Defilement, by Com- 
munion with ſuch a Crime, or the In- 
dulgence of it! What vehement Deſire 
after cleanſing and forgiving Grace ! 
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bat Revenge againſt ſuch foul Iniqui- 
ty! What Zeal to approve themſelves 


clear before God and Man! 2 Cor. vii. 


„10, II. 

. The bleſſed God does not willingly 
afliet and grieve the Children of Men; 
and he would not have made the Sorrows 
and the bitter Groans of Repentance ſo 
necellary a Part of the Chri/tzan Life, had 
he not known the painful Paſſions of 
Nature to have ſo happy an Influence in 
the Kingdom of his Grace. By this An- 
guiſh of the Conſcience, by theſe Afflic- 
tions of the Spirit,, God carries on his 
own Deſigns of Mercy, and makes the 
Soul Partaker of his Holineſs. 

V. Advantage. To employ the Paſſions 
for God, is to take a moſt p. 
gine of Miſchief out of the hand of Sin 
and Satan, and to reduce it to the Obe- 
dience of Chriſt. It is the Recovery of 
a conſiderable Part of human Nature out 
of diſmal Captivity and Bondage. The 


Paſſions are the warmeſt and ſtrongeſt 


Powers of the Soul: They are the Artil- 


lery whereby Man wages War either for 


or againſt Heaven. The Paſſions by Na- 


ture 


powerful En- 
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ture are deyoted to the Service of Sin, and 
2 ? engaged on the Devil's ſide in his Wars 
11 againſt the Almighty, and they are charg- 
1 ed with the Seeds of impious Fire and 


taken hold of them, and employ d them 
on the Side of God and Religion, it is like 


impetuous Deſires of forbidden Objects! 
33) What Malice boils in the Heart againſt 
W our Neighbour, upon every ſuppos'd In- 


Lyes, 


1 Thunder: But when divine Grace hath | 


8 4 ſeizing the Cannon of the Enemy from 
HE their old Batteries, and planting them in 
i new Bulwarks, to make War upon the | 
48s Devil and all his Army. 
8: | Fearful and impious Work do the Paſ- 
ſy 7 ſions make when they are engaged on the 
Li Lt ſide of the Fleſh, the World, and the 
{hl | Devil. What bold Contempt of God, 
3 and all that is holy! What unruly Vio- 


: 
| lence of Love to Vanity and ſenſual Plea- 
| ſure! What mad Delight in Sin! What 


3 jury! What wicked Envy frets and rages 
in the Soul at the Welfare of others! 
| What Wrath, and Indignation, and Re- 

wr venge, are continually ready to be in 
Wl Arms! And how do theſe hclliſh Paſli- 
11 ons employ the Tongue in Slander and 
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Lyes, and ſometimes embrue the Hands 
in Miſchicf and Blood ! Now what a glo- 
rious Victory is it to have the vicious Af- 
fections entirely ſubdu'd, and the other 
Powers of Nature, which had been uſurp- 
ed by Hell, ſeiz d and reſtrain d, and con- 


ſecrated to the God of Heaven, and be- 


come Inſtruments of Holineſs and Peace! 
To have theſe Engines of iniquity become 


happy Mediums of Adoration and Service 


to God, and of hourly Benefits to Men! 
O bleſſed and divine Change! O the ſo- 
vereign Power of converting Grace! 

VI. Advantage. I might add, in the 
next Place, that when the Paſſions are 
fanftify'd and formd to a divine Tem- 


per, it gives the Goſpel of Chriſt Credit 
and Honour in the World, in that it can 


triumph over the ſtrongeſt Powers of cor- 
rupt Nature, and ſubdue them to the 
Service of God and Religion. With 
what wicked Violence were the Paſſions 
of Paul engag'd againſt the Cauſe of 


Chriſtianity, when (to uſe his own Ex- 


preſſion) he was exceedingly mad againſt 
the Saints, and compelled them to blaſ- 
pheme, and perſecuted them to ſtrange 


Cities? 
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1 Cities? Acds xxvi. 11. When he breath. 
ah, þ ed out Threatnings and Slaughter againſt 
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1 the Diſciples of the Lord? Acts ix. 1. 


cc 


| Now to have this Man chang'd from a 
Lion to a Lamb, from a Perſecutor to a 
Preacher ot the Goſpel ; to hcar this Man 
propagating that Goſpel with Zeal, which 
he ſo lately endeavour d to deſtroy with 
Fury, what divine Honours this Event 
gave to the Religion of Chr//? when it 
was but young in the World? And as 
there were Multitudes of ſuch Inſtances 
in thoſe primitive Days, ſo 1 hope they 
are not utterly wanting now. 


There are (1 hope) in our Age, in this 


City, and even in this Aſſembly, ſome 
Chriſtians that can bear ſacred Witneſs 
to the divine Power of the Goſpel in this 
Reſpect. One can ſay, © How fond was 


I of Vanity and ſcnſual Pleaſure? Re- 
gardleſs of God, and thoughtleſs of 


Religion, with an Averſion to all that 
was virtuous and holy? But thro the 


Grace of God, the Object of my Love 
is changed: I delight now in the 
Things of God 3 L love his Word, his 


N People, 


reath- 
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« People, Himſelf, aud his Chriſt, above 


« quarrelſome ; 1 was malicious and en- 


Ambition is to be a Child of God, 
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« all Things in the World.“ | 
Another ſays, © 1 was greedy of Mo- 
ce ney, and ambiti-us of Vain-glory.” 
Another confeſſes, © I was fretful and 


« yious; I was wrathful and reſenting 3 
« and my ungodly Paſſions were ever 
&© ready to rile and ferment againſt my 
«© Fellow-Creatures : But now, thro the 
© Influence of Grace, I find my chief 


© and to exceed others in Holineſs: I co- 

cc vet the Riches of Grace, and. the Bene- 

fits of the Goſpel, above all other Trea- 

ſures: Now I am angry at myſelf be- 
© cauſe of Sin, and angry at Sinners when 
they diſhonour God and my Saviour : 
« I love my Lord Feſus, who hath pro- 
cur'd Forgiveneſs for me; and I would 
love all Men, and forgive them for Je- 
4 ſus lake.” 

Tis a publick Glory brought to the 1 
Goſpel of Chriſt, when our devout and 1 
pious Paſſions ſurmount all the carnal Af- i 
fections of the Heart; when the Fear of 4 
God riſcs to high, and grows ſo ſtrong in 


cc 


A 
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the Soul, as to ſubdue and overcome all 
other Fears: And if we fear God ſin- 
cerely, we need fear nothing elſe. It is 
very honourable to Chr:/? and his Reli- 
gion, when the Love of God and of Jeſus 
Chriſt the Saviour fl.mes high above all 
other Loves, and makes us forego and for- 
get every thing which might be dear and 
valuable to us before, if it ſtands in com- 
petition with God the ſupreme Object of 


our Love. When the Chriſtian can re- 


joice and ſay, © 1 love my Father and my 


cc Mother, my Wife and Children with 
« as true and tender an Affection as ever 


6 did; but I love God and my Re- 
e deemer with a more ſublime Paſſion. 


Neither Father nor Mother, nor dear 


cc 


“ Boſom, ſhall with-hold me from my 
“ Duty to God; and thro the Aids of 
% divine Grace I would be ready to offer 
c myſelf, with all my Intereſt in them, 
ce as a Sacrifice to the Love of Chriſt. 
Tis glorious indeed to ſee the devout 
Paſſions ſo much tranſcend all other Paſ- 
ſions and Appetites, all other Fears, Loves, 
and Deſires, as that they all melt away 
3 and 


young Children, nor the Wife of the 


* 
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and vaniſh before the Power of divine Fear 
and divine Love. To ſee all our fondeſt De- 
ſires, and our warmeſt Paſſions for Crea- 
tures languiſh and fink, and die under the 
preſent Influences of devout Affection, as 
the Light of a Candle vaniſhes and is loſt i in 
the mid(t of Sun-beams, or as the Noiſe of 


a ſhaking Leaf dies and is unheard in the 


midſt of Thunder: O happy Souls, who 
have arriv'd at this ſublime Degree of 
Chriſtianity ! Thither let our Hearts aſ- 
pire daily, and never ceaſe our holy La- 
bours and Prayers till we love, till we 


far, till we deſire God in this glorious 


and intenſe Degree. 

VII. Advantage. In the laſt Place Ladd, 
The ſancti fed Paſſions render us ſo much 
the more conformable to the bleſſed Jeſus, 
and fitter for his Preſence and Enjoy- 
ment in Heaven. As the Son of God 
put on our Fleſh and Blood, ſo he aſſum- 
ed the various Powers and Properties of 
human Nature, the Appetites and Paſſions 
of Mankind : He endured Hunger and 
Thirit, he had Fear and Love, Hope and 


| Joy; nor were the more troubleſome Af— 
tections of Anger and Sorrow left out of 


his Conſtitution, but they were all inno- 
F cent 
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cent and holy ; they were never tainted 
with Sin as ours arc; they had no cor- 
rupt Mixtures to defile his Soul. Our 
Paſlions are like Water with Mud at the 
Bottom; when they are moved, they too 
frequently raiſe the Mud, and betray their 
Impurity : But the Paſſions of Chr were 
ever pure; like Water from the cleareſt 
Fountain in a Glaſs of Cryſtal, which 
tho it be never ſo much agitated is ſtill 
unpolluted. 9 5 „„ 
Theſe patheticx Powers of his holy 
Soul were ever engaged in the Intereſt of 
Religion, and cmploy'd for pious Purpo- 


ſes. He loved God his Father with the 


moſt perfect and intenſe Affection; and 
he let the World know that he loved the 
Father, John xiv. 31. He rejoiced in 
In when he gave Thanks to God, 

uke x. 21. and when God hid his Face 
from him and forſook him, His Soul was 


exceeding ſorrowful, even unto Death, 


Mat. xxvi. 38. He was grieved and angry 
with the Hypocrites and the Blaſphemers of 
his Day, and /ooked round upon them with 
Wrath and holy Indignation, Mark iii. 


5. How pathetick and vehement was his 
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Zeal for his Father's Honour, when He 


ſcourged out the Buyers and Sellers from 


the Temple ? The Zeal of the Houſe of 
God conſumed and waſted his Spirits, as it 
is ſaid, John ii. 17. He loved his Church 


with moſt aſtoniſhing Fervour, for his 


Love was ſtronger than Death, Eph. v. 
25. And greater Love hath no Man 


than this, that one ſhould lay down his 


Life for another, John xv. 13. How pal- 
ſionately did he mourn at his own Forc- 
ſight of rhe diſmal Diſtreſs of his Enemies 
at Feruſalem? He looked upon the bloody 
City with tender Compallion, and wept 


over it with the Tears of Grief and Love, 
Luule xix. 41. And what divine Paſſions 


were excrcisd in his devout Retirements, 
what holy Fervours in the Wilderneſs and 
upon Midnight-mountains, is only known 
to God, and to miniſtring Angels. 

Thus it appears that the more our Affec- 


tions are tinctured with Picty and Good- 


neſs, and the warmer is their Engagement 
in the Things of God, the more nearly 


ſhall we imitate our glorious Redeemer. 


O divine Pattern, beyond all our Imita- 
E 2 
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tion ? 
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tion! But bleſſed arc thoſe who are the 
ncarcſt Copicrs of it. 


Exerciſe of Devout Paſſion fit us the 
more for the heavenly World? Angels 
are not cloathed with Fleſh and Blood as 
we arc, and the Spirits of the departed 
Saints have left this Part of thcir Naturc 
behind them in the Grave : What Efforts 
of Paſſion therefore can there be among 
the Inhabitants of Heaven? 

\ To this Il anſwer, that tho Spirits de- 
parted, and Angels, can have no ſuch Fer- 
ments of animal Nature as go to make 
up thoſe Principles and Powers which 
we call the Paſſions in this mortal State, 
yet there is ſomething a-kin to them, 
which may be called Affections in the 
very Nature of every intelligent Creature: 
Spirits which have no relation to Fleſh 
can fear and hope, can love and deſire, 
can rej9ice and grieve, and that in ſtrong 
and intenſe Degrees 3 otherwiſe there 
would be no Hell for the ſeparate Souls 
of the wicked, and for the Puniſhment of 
Devils ; nor would there be a Heaven 
for the Reward of the Spirits of juſt Men 
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made perfect: There cannot be a Heaven 
without Pleaſure, nor a Hell without 
Grief and Anguiſh : Since therefore there 
are, and muſt "be ſomething of pure Af- 
fection in ſeparate Spirits that bear a Cor. 
reſpondence with our Paſſions in this 
mortal State, we may be well aſſured that 
the more theſe Paſſions are refined and 


ſanctified, and the more they are engaged 


about Divine Objects in a proper man- 


ner, according to the Will of God, we 
mall thereby acquire a greater Meetneſs 


for the Buſineſs and Bleſf dneſs of Heaven, 
and be better prepared ſor the Exerciſe of 
thoſe more ſpiritual Affections which be- 
long to the Saints departed, and to the 
happy Inhabitants of the intellectual 
World. 

The holy Apoſtle tcaches us this Doc- 
trine in that ſweet Period of Scripture, 
1 Pet. i. 3, 6, 8. When we are begot- 
ten again to a lively Hope by the Reſur- 
reftion of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, 
therein we greatly rejoice; and the Joy 
ſurmounts all our preſent Heavineſs, 
and bears us in Conqueſt and Triumph 
thro our manifold Temptations : It gives 


T4 us 
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us a tranſporting View of Praiſe, Ho- 


nour. and Glory at the Appearance of 
our Lord Jeſus, whom having not ſeen 
we love; in whom, tho now we ſee him 
not, yet believing, we rejoice with Foy 
unſpeakable, and full of Glory; or as it 
is in the Original, wth un ſpeahabie and 


glorified Foy. Yeu ſee here that the three 


bleſſed Affections of Hope, Love and 
Joy, bring the Soul to the Confincs of 
the heavenly World, ſet him as it were at 
the Gates of Paradiſe, fill the Heart with 
thoſe divine Senſations which are near 
a-kin to the Joys of glorified Spirits. 


Thus by the Exerciſe of the holy Paſſions 


in a ſublime Degree, we are come to the 
Spirits of the Juſt made perfect, and al- 
moſt admitted into the glorious Preſence 
of Jeſus our adored Mediator. Let us 
awake, let us ariſe, let us ſhake ourſelves 
out of the Duſt of this Earth, and dreſs 
our Souls in theſe beautiful Garments: 
Let us long and breathe after theſe ſacred 
Senſations of refined Pleaſure, to which 
the Church itſelf is too much a Stranger 
in our degenerate Times. Theſe are fair 
Emblems and ſweet Foretaſtes of thoſe 


unknown 


*. 


bs Av" FR 


- ſtray from my God and my Duty, and 
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unknown Pleaſures which flow from the 
right Hand of G:d without ceaſing, and 
run like Rivers an everlaſting Courtc 
thro all the Ages of Eternity. 


MEDITATION. 


OW glad am I to find that not 

only my Underſtanding and my 
Vill, but that all my Paſſions may be 
made ſerviceable ro God and Religion, 
to my nobleſt Deſigns, and my eternal 
Intereſt! I am ſure ſome of them have 
had an unhappy Influence to lead me a- 


I am greatly pleaſed to hear that they 
are capable of being reduced to the Ser- 
vice of my Maker, and become Inſtru- 
ments of Holineſs and Peace. Deſcend, 
O divine Spirit, deſcend into my Heart! 
take hold of theſe active and ſpritely 
Powers of my Nature, and 'bind them 
to thy cternal Service. Awaken my. 
Fear of the Majeſty and the Juſtice of 
God, that I may ſeek carneſtly what I 
ſhall do to pleaſe him, and how I may 
obtain his Favour : And let my Fear 
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The Uſe of the 


be conſtant and xeſtleſs till my Feet are 


led into the Paths of Salvation, and I feel 
the conſtraining Power of divine Love. 
Let my. devout Paſſions be ever 
awake and lively when I hear the Things 
of God ſpoken, or when I rcad of the 
momentous Concerns of Religion, and 
a Life to come. Then the ſacred Truths 
and Duties of Chriſtianity ſhall be im- 


preſſed deep on my Memory, and writ- 
ten there as with a Pen of Diamond, ne- 


ver to be blotted ont. O may the warm 


Palltons melt my Soul to Tendernels, 
aud make me ſuſceptive of every holy 


Impreſſion! May this Heart of mine, 
this Table of Stone, be ſoftened by de- 


vout Affection, till all the neceſſary and 


important Parts of Religion are written 
there in laſting Characters! May my 
Heart, O Lord, receive the Stamp of thy 
Goſpel with all its ſacred Lincaments, 
till I am become a new Creature, tranſ- 


formed into the Image of the Son of 
God! 


How caſy will all the Duties of Holi- 
neſs become, and all my Temptations 


to Sin how weak and ineffectual, if the 
paſſionate 
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paſſionate Powers of my Nature are 
warmly engaged for God? 
How delightful and pleaſant ſhall I 


then find even the difficult Practices of 


Religion! How hateful will every Sin 


be in my Eyes, and how painful to my 


Heart, when divine Love as a Sovereign 


has taken Poſſeſſion of it, and ſet all the 


Train of Affections at work there in its 
own Service! No more ſhall I complain 
of Wearineſs, or be tired of religious 
Worſhip : I ſhall ſay in my Heart no 
more, en will the Sabbath be over? 
Nor cut ſhort my Prayers and Medi'a- 
tions, to gratify the Flcſh and obey its 
corrupt Influence, If I am winged with 
holy Paſſion, I ſhall climb over Moun- 
tains of Difficulty in my way to Hcaven, 
or remove Hills of Temptation that ob- 
ſtrut my Courſe: Divine Love, as well 
as Faith, can remove Mountains. 
O how happy ſhall I be when all my 
Paſſions are ſanctified! They have been 


(and I mourn to ſpeak it) — 0 have been 
wretched Engines of Miſchief in the 


Hand of Sin and Satan : They have de- 


filed my Soul ſhamefully ; they have bro- 
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130 The Uſe of the 
ken the Law of my God]; they have abu- 
ſed his Grace and his Goſpel, diſhonou'd 


my Saviour, and grieved his holy Spi- 
Tit, When ſhall theſe Powers of my Na- 


ture be reſcued from their ſinful Slavery, 
and be devoted to Purpoſes divine and 
heavenly ? O that my Fear and my Love, 


my Anger and my Deſire, my Erief 


and my Joy, were all appointed to their 
proper Objects, that they might never 
more break out in an unruly Manner to 
diſnonour God, or to awaken ſharp An- 


guiſn in my own Conſcience! I would 


watch, I would pray, I would labour, and 


_ wreſtle Day and Night againſt the Body of 


Sin that dwells in me. O for the ſovereign 


Influence of almighty Grace, to correct all 


the Diſorders of my Soul, and to turn eve- 
ry Paſſion of my Nature into a Principle 
of Holinets! 


Let the bleſſed Goſpel of Chri/? obtain 


this Triumph over me: Let the Goſpel 
ſubdue theſe rebellious Powers to the O- 
bedicnce of my Lord and Saviour: May 
the Golpel have the Glory of fo divine 


2 Change! 


Come, 


| _ 


tl ES, 


God and my Saviour, 
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Come, bleſſed Saviour, ſet thy holy 
Example before me in a more illuſtrious 
and transforming Light: Let all the de- 
vout Paſſions of Zeal and Love, which 
reigned in thy Heart, reign alſo in mine: 


O that I might copy out the Wonders 


of thy Zeal for the Honour of God, and 
thy Love to the Race of Man ! With what 


a divine Vehemence were thy holy Af- 


fections engaged in Worſhip ! But alas, 
how cold are all my Attempts of Devo- 


tion! Kindle, O Jeſus, the ſacred Fire 
within me : Let it mclt down my Heart, 


and mold me into thy Likeneſs. Let my 


Soul be made up of divine Love, as a 


happy Preparative for the Joys of Hea- 
ven, and the everlaſting Preſence of 
Amen. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 


Inferences from the Uſefulneſs of the 


Paſſions. 


* 


HE laſt Diſcourſe has informed us 
that the Paſſions are not uſeleſs 


Things, even in the important Affairs of 


Religion and Godlineſs. We have ſeen 


how many and glorious are the Advan- 


tages that we may derive from the right 
Uſe of the Affections in the Chriſtian 
Life. Let us not ſuffer ſo momentous 
a Theme to pals away, without drawing 
tome Inferences or Remarks from it. 

- Remark I. May the Paſſions of our 
Nature be- made ſo ſerviceable to the In- 
tereſts of our Religion, then ſurely te 
Doctrine of the Stoicks is à very unrea- 


ſonable Opinion, for it teaches us to 
ſuppreſs all our Paſſions entirely, and 


(i poſſible) to root them out of our Na- 


tures. Tis evident from what we have 
heard, that our Purſuit of the important 
Things of Religion in this preſent State, 


would 
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would be very faint and cold, and feeble, 
if it were not animated by ſome of theſe 
vigorous Principles, theſe affectionate 


Powers and Senſations: And ſhall we 


abandon and deſtroy all theſe Aſſiſtants 
to Piety and Goodneſs, which are wrought 
into the very Frame of our Beings ? 

ITis granted, that our Paſſions in this 


fallen State have their unhappy Share 
of the general Corruption of our Nature: 


Tis granted they are {ſometimes made the 


miſchevious Incentives to Vice, and lead 


us aſtray from the Path of Holineſs 5 and 
if they could never be reformed, they 
ought to be rooted out. But when they 
are once ſanctified by a Touch of the Fin- 
ger of God, and tinctured with a Savour 


of Piety, they become very pleaſant 
and powerful Springs of Duty, both to 


God and Man. | 
A holy Fear of the Great God our 
Creator, and a ſolicitous C:ncern what 


ſhall become of us when we die, is the 


firſt and moſt general Spring of Religion : 
This wakens us to enquire what we mu 

do topleaſe the God that made us. When 
we arrive at ſome comfortable Hope of 


our 
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our Acceptance with God, then divine 
Love promotes our Piety and Virtue: 
Then Religion works within us by no- 
bler Principles, and it is advanced to 
higher Degrees, than a mere Principle 
of Fear could raiſe it: All the Paſſions 
of the Man are ſubject to the Govern- 
ment of holy Love, and are employed 
by it for heavenly Purpoſes. When we 
love God ſupremely, we ſhall /ove Men 
alſo who are made after the Image of 
God: From a due Benevolence to Men, 
ſpring a thouſand Words and Deeds of 
Charity and Pity, and godlike Goodneſs. 
When our refined Affections work in 
this Manner toward God and Men, we 
come by Degrees to delight in all that 
is holy; we arrive at the true Taſte of 
religious Pleaſures, and make near Ap- 


where Holineſs and Pleaſure are perfect 
and everlaſting. 

Thus it may be faid, that after ſome 
general Foundations laid in the Know- 
ledge of God and our ſelves, Religion 
begins in Fear, it is carried on by Love, 
and it ends in Foy. Erroncous and un- 
happy 


proaches to the Foys of the upper World, 
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happy is that Philoſophy that would ba- 
niſh theſe Affections from human Nature, 


which have ſo powerful an Influence on 


the religious Life, and aſſiſt our Prepa- 
ration for Death and Heaven. 
Remark II. How happily has the bleſ- 
ſed God ſuited his various Revelations 
in Scripture to the Powers of our Na- 
ture! how well are they fitted to work 
upon our Affections, and to engage thoſe 


active Powers of the Soul in the Intereſts 
of Religion and Godlineſs! God him- 
ſelf, by his own Methods of Addreſs to 
Men, from one end of Scripture to the 


other, proves the Truth of this Diſcourſe, 
and the Advantage of the Paſſions in 
Things of Religion 


If God ſpeaks of himſelf, how bright 


arc the Diſplays of his Majeſty and Gran- 
deur, to awaken our Reverence and re- 


| ligious Fear? He is the Holy One that 


inhabits Eternity, who created all 


Things by his Word, the Lord of Lords, 


and the King of Kings : He ſdeaks, and 


the Earth trembles, and the Pillars of 


Heaven are aſtoniſhed at his Reproof. 
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136 Inferences from the 
He is a God fearful or tremendous even 
m his Praiſes. 

How ſurprizing are the Diſcoveries of 
his Power and Knowledge, to raiſe our 
Wonder ! He ranks the Stars in their 


Order, and calls them all by their Names, 


and not one fails to appear at his Call: 
His Eye ſurveys all the Crcation, and 


knows the Thoughts of the Heart afar 


off He takes up the Iſles as a little 
Thing ; he touches the Mountains, and 
they ſinoke : Who can ſtand before him, 
or lift up the Hand againſt him and 


proſper £ 5 


If he manifeſt the Riches of his Mercy 


and Goodneſs, how is the divine Lan- 
guage ſuited to ſtrike upon all the Springs 


of our Hope and Love, and to allure our 
Hearts to him? How excellent is thy lov- 


ing Kinaneſs, O God? In his Favour is 


Life, and his Love is better than Life. 
He has magnified his Love towards us, 
and the exceeding, Riches of his Grace, 
that while we were Enemies and Rebels, 


he ſent his Jon to die, in order to redeem 
us from Death. 


If he reveal to us Chriſt Feſus his be- 
loved Son, in what a glorious Light does 
| he 


4a 
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he places him before our Eyes, to con- 
mand our Venecration and Honour, our 
Faith and our fervent Affection? He 
is the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, 
and the expreſs Image of his Perſon : 
He was with God before the Founda- 
tion of the Morld, for by him the Worlds 
were created: He is the Man in whom 
dwells all the Fulneſs of the Godhead 
bodily : He is God manifeſt in the Fleſh : 


He came down from the Father's Bojom, 


not to condemn the IVorld, but to expoſe 
his own Life and Blood for our Sakes, 
to make his Soul an Offering for our 
Sins, and to ſuſtain unknown Anguiſh 
and Sorrows, in the Room and Stead of 
ſuch guilty Rebels as we are. 

If he opens Heaven in the Goſpel, and 
brings Life and Immortality to Light, 


what Thrones of Glory vat Crewns of 


Righteouſneſs does he ſet before us? what 
Rivers of Pleaſure flowing from the 


Throne of Ged, what rich Fruits of the 


Tree of Life, what blitsful Viſions in 
the Preſence of Gol and Chrift, what 
bleſſed Society of Angels and holy Souls 
are deſcribed as the Enjoyments of this 

Heaven, 
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ſtrongeſt Deſires towards it, and raiſe 
our /oyfu; Hope, and our warmeſt Zeal 
in the Purſs:it of it! 

When he gives us a View of Hell, 
how dreadfully are the Executions of 
divine Wrath deſcribed there? What a 
gnawing Worm in the Conſcience that 
never dies, What a Fire that is never 


and Brimſtone, kindled by the Breath of 
an angry Co? What Troops of Devils 
and damned Spirits muſt be our Compa- 
nions there, and the Smoke of their Tor- 
ment aſcending for ever and ever? 
How happily are theſe divine Deſcripti- 
ons ſuitcd to awaken us out of Security, 
and to excite the Paſſion of Fear in the 
higheſt Degree, that knowing the Terrors 


„ "WM 


Powers to flee from the Wrath to come, 
and ſcek Reconciliation to God by the 
Blood of Chriſt. 

If Sin be mentioned in Scripture, in 
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was Sin that ruined our firſt Parents, and 
drove them out of Paradiſe, and ſpread 
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Heaven, on purpoſe to draw out out 


quenched ? what burning Lakes of Fire 


of the Lord, we may ſtir up all our 


what odious Colours is it ſet before us! It 


Death 
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Death and Miſery thro' all this lower 
World: 'Tis the Unrizhteonſneſs of 


Men that has awakened and revealed 


the Mrath of God, in all the terrible 
Inſtances of it, from the ancient Apo- 


ſtacy an] Fall of Angels in Heaven, to the 


final Deſtruction of this World by Fire, 
and the Puniſhment of Men and Devils 
in Hell for ever: And all this that Sin 
might appear exceeding ſinful, and raiſe 


in us the higheſt Hatred, and utmoſt 


Averſion. 3 
Ihe great and bleſſed God, who form- 
ed us at firſt, perfectly knows our Frame ; 


he is well acquainted with all the Powers 


and Paſſions of human Nature, and the 


Deſign and Uſe of them all: And there- 


fore when he wrote theſe holy Meſlages 
to us by his Apoſtles and his Prophets, 
he does not only reveal Things to our 
Underſtandings, which Reaſon could not 
find our, and then leave us to make the 


beſt of them; but he warmly and power- 


fully addreſſes himſelf to the affetionate 


Principles within us, in order to make 


the Diſcoveries of his Grace pierce deep 
into our Souls, that he might recover 
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us from our Guilt and Miſery, and per 
ſuade us to partake of his Salvation. 

Remark III. We may learn from this 
Diſcourſe, how much 'tis the Buſineſs of 
a Miniſier of the Goſpel, to engage the 
Afﬀettions of his Hearers, and to bring 
them over to the Service of God and 
Religion. Tis granted that the firſt 
Work is to inform the Underſtanding, 
to teach Mankind what they are to be- 


lieve concerning the great God, and 


what Duties they owe to him. To this 


End the Preacher muſt not only draw his 


Doctrines from the Light of Nature, but 


from the Word of God, and bring them 
down to the Capacities of his Hearers. 


'Tis his conſtant Buſineſs ro explain the 


Word of God to Mcn, to propole the 


naked Truth with the ſtrongeſt Reaſons 
to ſupport it: He muſt endeavour to 
ſtrike Light into the Mind, and convince 
the Reaſon and Judgement of Men; 


he muſt make it appear that they are 


guilty before God, and that there is no 
Way of Relicf or Hope but in and by 
FJeſus the Great Mediator, and thus Icad 
ſinful and periſning Men into the Know- 
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| per. | icdge and Faith of Chriſt, as an all-ſuffi- 
| cicnt Saviour: All this is a neceſſary 
1 this | and indiſpenſible Part of his Work; 


'/5 of | bur tis not the Whole of it. When the 


> the Under/tanding is enlightned, the Paſſions 
ring muſt alſo be addreſſed; for God has 
and wrought theſe Powers into human Na- 

firſt ture, that they might be the vital and vi- 
ling, gorous Springs of Actions and Duties. 
be- lf the Judgement be never ſo much 

and convinced, yet while the Affections re- 
this main unmoved, the Work of Religion 
his will be begun with Difficulty, and will 

but drive on but very heavily. This the Pro- 4 
nem phets and the Apoſtles well knew; and 9 
rers. the great God who employed them nec 
the it too, and therefore he ſent them armed 
the with the Powers cf natural and divine 4 
ons Oratory, to reach the inmoſt Affections, 4 
to to penetrate the Heart, and to raiſe holy 94 
nce Commotions in the very Centre of the 10 
en; Soul. What mean all the Promiſes of 
are the Gofpel, but to work upon our Hope, | 
no and to raiſe our higheſt Expectations? 
by What means the dreadful Language of 
cad ſo many ſevere Threatnings, but to ſhake || 
DW. us out of our Security, and to rouze our 
ge TE Fears * Þ| 
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Fears? If there had been no ſuch Prin- 
ciples as Hope and Fear in Man, I am 
perſuaded there would ſcarce have been 
any ſuch Things as Promiſes and Threat- 
nings in the Book of God. The Word 
of the Lord is compared to a Fire and a 


Hammer, Jer. xxiii. 29. Ic not my Word 


lite as a Fire, ſaith the Lord, and like 
a Hammer that breaketh the Rock in 
Pieces? And it ought to be delivered 


and pronounced by the Preachers of it 


in ſuch a Manner as may break the rocky 
Hearts of (ſtubborn Sinners, as may fright 
them from their beloved Iniquities, by 
the Terror of everlaſting Burnings. 

The holy Scripture is a Cabinet of 


divine Curioſities, full of admirable Al- 


lurements to invite and entertain awake- 
ned Minds: It ſhould be ſo happily un- 


folded and diſplayed by the Preachers of 


it, as to repreſent in a noble Manner the 
amazing Grace and Love of God, and the 
Bleſlings of the Goſpel 3 and that with 
ſuch a holy Fervour, as to light up a di- 
vine Flame of Deſire, Hope and Love, 
in the Souls of all that hear it. 
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To what purpoſe were the Fancies of 


the holy Writers enriched from Heaven, 
with ſo bright and yarious a Treaſure of 


ſacred Images, but to raiſe the devout 


Paſſions of their Readers, by flaſhjng 
upon their Imagination with divine Light? 
Their Words are Sun-beams, that not 
only diffuſe a Sacred Illumination around 


the Eye of the Soul, but kindle the Heart 


into Life and Zeal. To what End doth 
all the Pomp of Oratory diſplay itſelf in 
their Writings? To what End do they 
uſe all the Arts of Trope and Figure, all 
the beauteous, the alluring and the ter- 


rible Colours that Nature can afford, and 


that Metaphor can borrow ? Is it not all 


with a Deſign to ſtrike the Soul of Man 


in its moſt paſſionate Powers, and ſpread 


vital Religion thro the inmoſt Rece ſſes 


of the Heart! - 

Let the Miniſters of the Word, who 
are zealous for the Honour of God, for 
the Glory of Chriſt, and for the Succeſs 
of their Labours, read the Writings of 
the holy Prophets Night and Day, and 
make them their Pattern, transferring 


the Beautics of the Law to the 2 
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of thc Goſpel. The Prophets do not 


merely tell us in a dry and cold Manner, 
that Sin is an evil Thing, but they ter- 
ribly denounce the Thunder ot the Wrath 
of God againit it, and pour down his 
Vengeance on the Heads of guilty Re— 
bels, to work upon our Fear, to affright 


us from Sin, and haſten us to fly to the 


Arms of divine Mercy. Nor do they 
merely ſay to vs, that C is merciful ; 
but in a moſt delightful and inviting Man- 
ner, they diſplay the boundleſs Mercies 
of God, and the Workings of his Bowels 
of Compaſſion, in all the pathztick Lan- 
guage of Tenderneſs, as tho he were 
made of Fleſh and Blood as we are. 
When our bleſſed Lord himſelf came 
down on Earth to become a Preacher 
of his Father's Wrath and Mercy, what 
eternal Woes does he denounce againſt 
Hypocrites and impenitent M. retches! 


How gentle does he invite the wweary and. 
heavy laden Sinners to come to him, that 


they may find Reft? How widely does 
he unfold the Gates of his Father's Mercy, 
and that even to Murderers and Adul- 
terers, and Thicves and Blaſphemers, 
3 That 
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Lan- 
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dame 
cher 
what 
ainſt 
hes? 
and 
that 
does 
rey, 
dul- 
ners, 
that 


Grace for them in Chriſt Jeſus before 


from Hell? Happy Preachers, who ap- 
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that Sinners of the largeſt Size may enter 
in and be Partakers of divine Salvation. 
How happily does St. Paul imitate his 
bleſſed Maſter ! knowing the Terrours of 
the Lord he perſnaded Men, and he be- 
ſeeches them in the moſt endearing Lan- 
guage, in Chriſt's ſtead to be reconciled 
to God, 2 Cor. v. 11, 18, ec. In what 
pathetick Language doth he ſet before us 
the glorious Love of God, incontriving the 
Recovery of fallen Men, and providing 


the World _— and in ſaving them by 
ſuch a ſurpriſing Method of mingled Se- 
verity and Mercy, as the Death and Ago- 


nies of his moſt beloved Son! and all 


this on purpoſe to melt or {often our At- 
fections into Repentance, Love, and Gra- 
titude! How wonderfully do the ſacred 
Writers attack the Paſſions on all Sides, 
if by any Means they may fave a Soul 


proach this divine Pattern ! 
Can any of us now content our ſelves 
ro bring 


Will not all the ſacred Feryours 
© of 


Hands ? 


cold and languid Diſcourſes 
into the Pulpit, with this Bible under our 


iv 


* * — > on — oy : 
> — . 2 * vw \ ry ; ” — 
as þ - EY " = 
- ” — - = = = - = 
* « -- = q * _ - 
** 5 4 . — 8 —_— 4 n * K. ww & *Q — 
" <3 od * - & he -Y — * ff FRASIE 
_ * I = . — — — — * Fg A 
_« ws * A. — A. a l 5 8 3 — — > 
8 2 2 by — — — — o - — - — 
RX. ; >. ——&* _ — — — — — = — = — 
: , ® -5 2 
— * 
= _ = N : G + * — ——_—_ =_ — — R 
- * — 
— * 4 »*, * 1 > 
5 — > — _ 2 — 1 2 — = Y 2 — — - with 
— . ————_— R — 3 1 PP TERS : " +. _ => 
: 7 — : — 2 - 
4 * * 2 j . F a _ 
hr r= — N 4 Nr 3 . — a * — 1 
= 4 Fe » wee * — = 22 — tho. © — — by gs — — — þ — — — > —— 4 
& 4 — * 3 — a p = C1: 2 Em. 2 a IE; 2 C — — 
2 4 +» * 1 . * * * — o — Y = 2 
2 - * WP 8 2 * « 2 2 2 2 3» 2; * 3 — * * 1 — —— * EE 
4.5 2 +. = - - — 
© - . — — 
a ; ” 
} 


— . * 12 * 
8 — — 2636-1 22 FX 1 W 
a . * 
—— — ERNEINTS — — 2 : - = « 5 2 
* C — * - * — = — * 3 *. A < 4 -<E} -4 
h od - PI a 1 0 * 1 3 . - 
tes — a * 6. * + + + 2 * — 7 - as > . - > ,< > > = * 
- '  < — L my . 2 
2— * = I 2 - —— — Py & > —_g—_— _ — __ < ” 
* IE EE | : 8 28 EE : : AA 
— * : a IVE _ - — 7 2 
"TY © » 2 
I "BR S - *" 
rr 
z:< 8 = — — 
2 = "Ry" a7 EY 


| 06 S222 D6 2 
uy — 5 * —— 


146 Tnfereuces from the 


of theſe inſpired Preachers reproach us 


to our Faccs, while we read and explain 
their Sermons? Shall we go on to affect 
a calm and ſtupid Politeneſs of Phraſe, 
in the very Face of theſe warm and hea- 
venly Orators? Can we be content any 


longer to be the cold and lifeleſs Rehearſ- 


ers of the great and glorious Things of 


our Religion? Can we go on to ſpeak to 


periſhing Sinncrs, who lie drowzy and 


flumbering on the Brink of Hell, in ſo ſoft, 
ſo calm and to gentle a Manner, as tho' 
we were afraid to awaken them? What 


ſhall we ſay to theſe Things? Does divine 


Love ſend dreaming Preachers to call 


dead Sinners to Life? Preachers that are 


content to leave their Hearers aſleep on 


the Precipice of eternal Deſtruction? 
Have they no ſuch Thing as Paſſion be- 
longs to them? Have "they no Pity? 


Have they no Fear? Have they no Senſe 


of the Worth of Souls? Have they no 


Springs of Affection within them? Or 
do they think their Hearers have none? 
Or is Paſlion ſo vile a Power, that it 


muſt be all devoted to things of Fleſh 


and Senſe, and muſt never be applied to 


2 Objects 


—— 


— * 


- 
6 e nr "We D 


Objects divine and heavenly ? Who taught 
any of us this lazy and drowzy Practice? 
Did God or his. Prophets, did Chriſt or 
his Apoſtles inſtruct us in this modiſh 
Art of /til] Life, this Lethargy of 
Preaching, as it has been called by a 
late Writer? Did the great God ever ap- 
point Statues for his Embaſladors, to in- 
vite - Sinners to his Mercy? Words of 
Grace, written upon Braſs or Marble, 
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would do the Work almoſt as well. 
Where the Preachers become Stone, no 
wonder if the Hearers are moveleſs : But 
let the Miniſters of the living Word, who 
addreſs Men upon Matters of infinite 
Concernment, ſhew, if poſſible, that they 
are infinitely concerned about them. 
This leads my Thoughts to the next 
Remark. | 
Remark IV. How kindly has the 
Grace and Wiſdom of God dealt with us, 1 1 
in appointing Men of like Paſſions with _ 1 
our ſelves, to become his Miniſters and |! 
our Teachers in the Things of Religion ! 0 
Men, who have the ſame natural Aﬀec- || 
tions, who can feel within themſelves al! 
the Train of devout Paſſions, and expreſs || 
G 2 i 
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it in their holy Miniſtrations! Men, who 
are ſubject to the ſame Sins and Follies, 
and arc capable of the lame religious Fcar, 
and penitent Sorrow! Men, who land 
in need of the ſame Salvation, and muſt 
be trained up to Heaven by the Exercile 
of the ſame Faith, and Love, and Hope. 

If Angels had been made the only 
Meſſengers of the Golpel, Angels, who 
have no Fleſh and Blood, no Commu— 
nion in the ſame animal Nature, no 
Share of our Fears and Sorrows, no Inte- 
rcſt in the ſame redeeming Mercy and 
Pardon, they could not have expreſſed 
all the ſame Paſſions, nor given us ſuch 
an Example of them in themſelves. But 
a Miniſter of the Word taken from a- 
mong Men, has been in a ſinful State, 
and is now become a ſincere Chriſtian, 
or he ſhould be ſo. He is ſuppoſed to 
have his own Soul filled with Love to 
God ; he has felt his own Fears awakened 
by the Terrors of the Lord, and the 
Threatnings of eternal Miſery ; he has 
found his trembling Soul encouraged to 
Hope by the rich Promiſes of Grace 
he has felt his own Hatred riſing againſt 
Sin, 


©, a 


_ i. n 
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Sin, his Delight raiſed by the Views and 
Expectations of the Favour of God, and 


eternal Happineſs in his Prefence, How 


well is ſuch a Teacher ſuited to ſet the 


Terrors of Hell, the Evil of Sin, and the 


Riches of divine Grace in Chrift Teſus, 
before the Eyes of ſinful Men, who have 
the ſame natural Paſſions with himſelf ; 
and to turn theſe affectionate Powers of 
his Hearers into a religious Channel, by 


_ repreſenting theſe awful Objects in a pa- 
_ thetick Manner? 


The Preacher ſhould be an Example 
to the Hearers, and then he preaches 
with moſt Power aad Succeſs. 'Tis a 
well-known Saying, I you would draw 
out my Tears, you muſt firſt weep your 
ſelf. How cold and dull, and unaffec- 
ted with divine Things, is Mankind by 
Nature! How careleſs and indolent is a 


whole Aſſembly, when the Preacher ap- 


pears like a lifeleſs Engine, pronouncing 
Words of Law or Grace! When he 
ſpeaks of divine Things, in ſuch a dry, 
in ſuch a cold and formal Manner, as 


tho they had no Influence on his own 


Heart! When the Words freeze upon 
G 3 his 
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his Lips, the Hearts of the Hearers are 


freezing alſo: hut where we find devour 
Affection mingled with ſolid Argument 


in the Diſcourſe, there the Lips of the 


Preacher ſcem to ſpeak Light and Life 
at once, and he helps to communicate 


the holy Paſſion all around him, by fcel- 


ing it frſt himſelf, 
And here 1 am ſure we a. are ho- 


nourcd with this ſacred Employment, 


have reaſon to examine our Hearts, to 
reflect on our Indoleace, our lifeleſs 
Conduct, and our cold Labours in the 


Dulpit; and mourn to think how im- 
perfectly, and how ineffectually we per- 
form the awful Work of the Miniſtry. 


And ſhall our own Affections ſtill be fo 


unraiſed and unmoved, while we ſpeak 


of the great and momentous Things of 
God, and Chriſt and Religion, of Death 


and Jndgement, of Heaven and Hell? 


Shall we always preach with ſuch a Dead- 
neſs of Spirit, ſuch a ſhameful Abſence 
of divine Fervour? May the bleſſed God 


forgive your Preacher, and may you for- 


give him; and may ſovereign Grace railc 
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a warm Flame of vital Religion in his 
Heart, and communicate it to all your 
Souls! i, Ns 

Remark V. If the Paſſions are ſo uſe- 
ful in the ſolemn Affairs of Religion, 
there is yet further Occaſion to admire 


the Wiſdom and Grace of God, that he 


gas appointed ſeveral ſuch Inſtitutions 


or Parts of Worſhip to belong to our holy 


Religion, as are ſuited to work upon 
our Fenſte, and thereby to awaken pious 
Paſſions within us ? 5 

Beſides the Voice of publick Prayer, 
and the affectionate Speech and Language 
of preaching the Goſpel, we are alſo 


taught and exhorted to ing the Praiſes 
of God with holy Melody. What a Mul- 


titude of Exhortations are found in the 
Book of Pſalms, to make a joyful Noiſe 
unto the Lord, and to ſing new Songs 
before him in the Kingdom of the Meſ- 
fiah ? The Advice of St. Paul in the 


New Teſtament, echoes to the Harp of 


David, and calls upon us to ſpeak to one 
another, as well as to ourſelves, in Pſalms 


and Hvmns, and ſpiritual Songs, and 


to ſing and make Melody with Grace in 
G 4 our 
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our Hearts to the Lord, Eph. v. and 
Col. iii. St. Fames gives the fame En- 
couragement 3 IF any be merry, or chear- 
ful, Jer this Paſſion of Joy expreſs it ſelf 
in a devout Manner, 6y /mzing Pſalms, 
James v. 13. How happily Auited is this 
Ordinance to give a Looſe to the devout 
Soul in its pious and chearſul Affections? 
What a Varicty of ſanctified Deſires, and 
Hopes and Joys, may exert themſelves 
in this Religious Practice, may kindle 
the Souls of Chriſtians i into holy Fervour, 
may raife them near to the Gates of Hea- 
ven, and the Harmony of the bleſſed Inha- 
bitants there? Nor are pious Sorrows 
utterly excluded from this Ordinance : 
There are Tunes and Songs of mournful 
Melody to ſolace the humble Penitent, 
and to give a Sweetneſs to his Tears. 

And beſides all this, there are the two 
two glorious and ſacred Ordinances of 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, where- 
in divine Things are exhibited to us in a 
ſenſible Manner by Figures and Emblems, 
which are deſigned to impreſs animal 
Nature, and by the Eyes to awaken the 
Paſſions of the Heart. 
How 
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How proper an Emblem is Bapti/m 
to repreſent our being waſhed in the 
Blood of Chriſt ? and the pouring out of 
Water on the Face or Head, how well 
is it ſuited to repreſent the pouring out 
of the Spirit of God on Men, and by 
this Means to awaken the holy Affections 
of Hope and Joy? 

How happily is the Lord's Supper 
contrived by divine Wiſdom, to repre- 
ſent the Death and Love of our bleſſed 
Saviour, and the Benefits rhat we derive 
from his Sufferings? Jeſus Chriſt cru- 
cified is evidently ſet forth before our 
Eyes: He is repreſented even in his 
and dying Love, while the 
Bread is broken, and the Wine pourcd 
out before us. O how ſhould we looſe 
the Springs of pious Paſſion at ſuch a Sea- 
ſon ! How ſhould our Love to our Re- 
dcemer kindle and riſe high at the Sight 
of the Sufferings of the Son of God, 
who took our Flcſh and Blood, that he 
might be capable of dying! that his Fleſh 
might be torn, and cut and bruiſed, that 
his Blood might be ſpilt for our Sakes, 
that he might bear ſuch Agonies as be- 

| G 5 longed 
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longed to ſinful Creatures, with a gra- 
cious Deſign to deliver us from Miſery 
and everlaſting Death. For ever bleſſed 
be the Name of Jeſus, who has ſuffered 
ſuch Pangs and Sorrows in our Stcad ; 
and bleſſed be his Wiſdom and Gracc, 
who has appointed the continual Repeti- 
tion of ſuch an Ordinance, ſuch a lively 
Memorial of his dying Love, to touch 
all the Springs of religious Affection with- 
in us. 
Nemark VI. Since the Paſſions of hu- 
man Nature have fo conſiderable an In- 
ſluence in Matters of Religion, then we 
juſtly infer that Touth is the proper Time 
to ſet about the important Work of Re- 
ligion, when the Paſſions are warm 
and lively, and active. After we have 


Chriſtianity, if we can but engage theſe 
ſprightly Powers of our Natures betimes 
on the Side of God and Godlineſs, we lay 


—— — 


Piety all our Lives. Tis of admirable 
and unknown Advantage, to have all the 
Paſſions of the Heart tinctured deep with 
Hedven and Religion in our carly Days. 
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By this means Virtue and Piety will be 
fixed and rooted in the Soul; it will 
{tand the Blaſt of violent Temptation, and 
bring forth the divine Fruits of Holineſs 
thro' the following Years. We ſhall 
be better prepared to combat every Op- 
poſition; we ſhall be better ſecured a- 


gainſt the Snares that beſet our Youth 


we ſhall reſi? the gay Allurements of the 
World, and the flattering Vanitics that 
attack our Scnles and our Souls in this 
dangerous Scaſon of Lite. Tis the great 
Cunning and the Deſign of the Devil 
and the World to work upon the warm 


Paſſions of Youth, to engage them in 
the Service of Sin and Folly : 


Happy are 
thoſe who are poſſeſſed of a divine An- 
tidote againſt this Poiſon ! who have their 
Paſſions all watchful and armed, ready 
and to dil- 
appoint every Attack that 1s made on 
Virtue and Religion! 

Remark VII. Is there ſo much Advan- 
tage to be expected from the Paſſions in 
the Practice of Religion? Then how much 


do we loſe both of the Profit and the 


Pleaſure of ___ for want of the 
Engagement 
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Engagement of our Paſſions therein ? 
Therefore tis that Virtue and Godli- 


neſs ſeem to carry with them ſo dull and 


heavy an Aſpect in the World; therc- 
fore they appear ſo little inviting, be- 
cauſe there are ſo few Chriſtians in 
this degencrate Age that have theſe af- 
fectionate Powers of the Soul deeply tinc- 
tured with the Things of God. We live 


at a poor, low, cold Rate, when we on- 8 
ly talk of Chriſtianity as a Matter of Diſ- 


pute, and practiſe the outward Devoirs 
and Ceremonies of it as a Matter of Cuſ- 
tom and Form, while the Heart and the 
Paſſions of it have little Share in our 
Chriſtianity. If our Love and Deſire, 
our Hope and our Joy, are all laid out 
on the Things of Senſe and Time, and 
we leave only a few cold Reaſonings 
to be employed in the moſt awful 


and ſublime Things of God, and Hea- 


ven and Eternity, tis no wonder we 
find ſo little of the Pleaſure of Godli- 


neſs, and that Religion gains ſo little 


Reputation, and ſo few Followers. O 


what bleſſed Lives did the primitive 
— of * enjoy! what divine 


Satisfaction, 


A 


1 


when their whole Souls with all their 


Powers of Nature, and make us live as 
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Satisfaction, what heavenly Glory, what 
convincing Power attended their Practice, 


Affections were devoted to God and 
Chriſt, and engaged in the Affairs of the 
upper World! They lived on Earth like 
the Children of Heaven, and brought a 
Foretaſte of the Pleaſures of the upper 
World, into theſe lower Regions. 0 
when ſhall theſe holy Seaſons return a- 
gain? when ſhall the noble Principles 
of the Chriſtian Faith animate all the 


becomes the Followers and the Worſhip» 
pers of the holy Feſus? 


MEDITATION. 


ANV and uſeful are the Leſſons 
which I have now learnt from 
the happy Influence of the Paſſions in 
the important Affairs of my Salvation. 
Bleſſed be God that I was not born in 
Heatheniſm, and left merely to theTeach- 
ings of the Philoſophers. Even the to- 
zcks, who were ſome of the beſt of them, 
deprive us of all the Advantage of pious 

Alffections, 


1 Inferences From the 
Affections, and all the pleaſurable Sen- 


ſations that may be derived from Reli- 


gion; while they teach us to root the 
Paſſi ons (if poſſible) out of our Natures. 
My Soul ſhall mourn in ſecret for my 
Sins, and be aſhamed of all my Follies: 
My Heart ſhall fear and love the Lord 
my God, and rejoice and hope in eſis 
my Saviour: My Spirit with all its warm- 
eſt Affections are thine, O my God, for 
ever and ever! 


Let all the Sects of Philoſophy hide 


their Heads, and lie ſilent; give me the 
Bible, where God himſelf ſpeaks to me 
by his Prophets and Apoſtles: How di- 
vincly excellent are their Writings ! 
With what ſovercign Influence do they 
addreſs my Fear and my Hope, by the 
Diſcoveries of a Hell, and a Heaven ! 
How powerfully do they awaken my Re- 
pentance for paſt Sins, and melt my Soul 
into holy Sorrow! In what an illuſtrious 


Light do they ſet the Majeſty of the bleſſed 


God, and command my humble Adora- 
tion! How do they diſplay the Wonders 
of his Wiſdom, and the Riches of his Grace 
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Foundation have the Scriptures laid for 


every Diſtreſs; and there I learn the af- 


tranſporting Objects, which are ſet before 


taught with ſacred Skill to ſpread abroad 
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in Chriſt Feſus, to attract all my Pow- 
ers of Deſire and Love! What a bleſſed 


an infinite Variety of devout Inferences 
and pathetick Meditations, ſuited to my 
own Caſe? There I find the divine 
Truths that can relicve my Soul under 


fectionate and devout Method of apply- 
ing them. In every needful Hour J will 
go to the Book of God: God and his 
holy Book afe my Life, and 9 exceed- 
ing Joy: Let my Soul abide and lire. 
upon the divine Varicty of awful and | 


me in thoſe ſacred Pages. Let me be 


my Thoughts on the right Hand and on 
the Left, and to expatiate on theſe holy 
and heavenly Themes : They are Foun- 
tains of Life, and every Stream flows 
with Holineſs and Conſolation. O may 
all my Affections be under the Command 
and Influence of theſe ſacred Writings ; 
and while they give me intenſe Delight, 
let them animate me to uncommon Zeal | 
in the Practice of every Duty. | 


on 
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And why ſhould not our Miniſters, 
in all their Labours of the Sanctuary, imi- 
tate their inſpired Predeceſſors, the A- 
poſtles and the Prophets, in raiſing the 
pious Paſſions of all that hear them? 
Why ſhould they not talk to Men in 
ſuch warm and pathetick Language as 
God himſelf uſes? Doth not the great 
God, the Author of our Nature, know 
what Methods are moſt effectual to fill 
our Hearts with divine Sentiments, to 
draw us near to himſelf, and prepare us 
for Heaven? Has he condeſcended to 
give us ſo many glorious Patterns of 
Preaching in his Word, and ſhall not 
all that are employed in the divine Work 
copy out the Spirit and Fervour, the 
Life and Power of theſc inſpired Exam- 
ples? O may this dull and heavy Heart 
of mine ever enjoy the Happineſs of a 
fervent and lively Miniſtry, that may 
not only enlighten my Underſtanding, 
but warm my Heart! 

And ſince God has ordained that 1 
' ſhould be inſtructed in divine Things by 
Men of like Paſſion with my ſelf, may 
thoſe 


iſters, 
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Train of ſprightly and devout Senſations 
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thoſe whom Providence has appointed 
to inſtruct me, be alſo Examples of pious 
Affection; that while I fee their Hearts 
filled with religious Fear and holy Love, 
and Joy in the Lord, I may alſo be ſmit- 


catch the holy Fire, and find all the 


conveyed to the very Centre of my 
Soul! ON 


Bleſſed be the Wiſdom and Grace of 
my God, that has added ſenſible Signs 


and Emblems to the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith. Let me remember, that 
I was waſhed with Water in the Name 
of the Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit; 
and let me be ever jealous leſt I defile my 
ſelf again: And when J attend the ſacred 
Inſtitution of the Supper, let all the 
Springs of pious Paſſions be let looſe 
while I vicw the Son of God ſuffering for 
my Sins: Let me feel the Meltings of 
holy Sorrow, and the higheſt and ſtrong- 
eſt Efforts of Gratitude and Love to that 


glorious and divine Perſon who gave 


himſelf to Death for me. 


Have 
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Have I heard that Youth is a proper 
Scaſon for lively Religion, becauſe the 
| Paſſions of Nature arc then vigorous ? 
Lord, ſeize all wy affectionate Powers 
in this Seaſon of Youth, and ſanctify 
them to thy ſelf. Prevent the Influ- 
Ence of the wicked World by the carly 
Impreſſions of thy Grace, that I may 
reſiſt the vain Alluremeuts of Fleſh and 
Senſe, by having thoſe ſprightly Powers 
of Nature engaged firſt on the ſide of 
Religion. 

Or it my Years of Youth have enjoy d 
this rich and divine Fayour, I would re- 
member the early Loving-Kindneſs of 
my God, and praiſe his Name in my 
advanced Years wich Joy and Thanktul- 
nels. e 

Grant, O Lord, that I may never loſe 
the Pleaſure of Religion, by ſuffering 
my Affections to grow cold and languid. 
Quicken this lifeleſs Spirit of mine by 
daily Influences from above : Shine u 
on my Soul, O Sun of Righteouſneſs; 
awaken my drowzy. Powers to active 
Piety and Zeal, and let all my Paſſions 
conſpire with my realoning Faculties to 

| promote 


Yoper 
e the 
'rous ? 
owers 


nctify 
Influ- 


early 
may 
and 
owers 
de of 


joy d 


Id re- 
ſs of 
n my 
kful- 


r loſe 
ering 


guild, 


c by 
E up- 
neſs; 
ctive 
nons 
es to 
mote 


f 


Uſefulneſs of the Paſſions. 168 
promote the Intereſts of Religion in 
my own Heart and Life, and to diffuſe 
the Savour of Godlineſs all around me. 
Amen. , 


- DISCOURSE V. 
The Abuſe of the Paſſions in Re- 
_ ligion. 
IN the two laſt Diſcourſes we learnt 
the U/e of the Paſſions in Matters of 
Religion, and what Advantages may be 
expected from them in the Chriſtian 
Life: We proceed now to the fourth 


General; and that is, to enquire into 


the Abuſe of the Paſſions in religious 
Concerns, or when the Exerciſe of our 


Affections in the Things of God may be 


pronounced irregular, and in what Man- 
ner they ſhould be limited and reſtrain d, 
and put under better Conduct. | 
I. Abuſe. Then are the Paſſions irre- 
gularly exercis d, when we ſi:ffer them 
is 
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to influence our Opinions in Religion, 
and to determine our fudgment in any 


Points of Faith or Practice. The Paſ- 


ſions were made to be Servants to Rea- 


ſon, to be governd by the Judgment, | 


and to be influenced by Truth ; but they 
were never given us to decide Contro- 
yerſies, and to determine what is Truth, 
and what is Error. Even the beſt At- 


fections, and thoſe that ſeem to have a 
ſtrong Tendency toward Piety, are not 


always ſafe Guides in this Reſpect; yet 
they are too often indulged to ſway 
the Mind in its ſearch after Truth or 
Duty, as I ſhall make it appear in ſeveral 
Inſtances, | 

(1.) Suppoſe a Perſon ſhould be ex- 
ceedingly affected with the unlimited 
Goodneſs and abounding Grace of God ; 
if by this pious Affection towards God 


and his Goodneſs he is perſuaded to 


think that God has no fuch ſevere Ven- 
geance for ſinful and Rebel-Creatures, 
and that he will not deſtroy ſuch Multi- 
tudes of Mankind in Hell as the Scrip- 
ture aſſerts, or that their Puniſhment ſhall 
not be ſo long and ſo terrible as God has 
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and his wiſe and righteous Government, 


its Creator and Governor. 
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Love and Eſteem for the divine Good- 
neſs acts in an irregular Manner, for it 
takes off the Eyes of the Soul from his 
awful Holineſs 2nd his ſtrict Juſtice, and 
the unknown Evil that is in Sin. It 
prevents the Mind from giving dve At- 
tention to God's expreſs Word, and to 
thoſe Perfections of the divine Nature, 


which may demand ſuch dreadful and 
cternal Puniſhment for the Rebellion of 
a Creature againſt the infinite Dignity of 


(2.) Suppole a Chriſtian has moſt 


powerful Impreſſions made on the Pa 
ſion of Fear by the tremendous Ideas of 


God's Majeſty and his puniſhing Ju- 
ſtice, and thence he concludes that the 
great God will pardon no wilful Sins, 
that he will forgive no repeated Ini- 
quities, no Sins after Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, or after Vows or ſo- 


lemn Engagements, that he will have 
no Mercy upon Apoſtates, even tho 
they turn to him by Repentance; this 


is yielding up Truth to the Paſſion of 
| Fear, 
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Fear, and an Abuſe of our religious 
Dread of the Majeſty of God; for ſuch 
an Opinion runs counter to the great 
Deſign of the Goſpel, which aſſures us 
that Chriſt came to ſaye the chief of 
Sinners, to remove the Guilt of wilful 
and repeated Sins, and to provide For- 
giveneſs for ſome of the moſt profligate 
Rebels, even for all that renounce their 
Rebellion. „ ate 
(3.) Some pious Perſons have had 
ſuch an affectionate Zeal to honour God, 
that they have been led by this Paſſion 
to contrive various Forms of Service and 
Ceremony, gay and coſtly Rites, with 
long and painful Exerciſes of Devotion 
which God never appointed, and have 
introduced a Number of them into his 
Worſhip. A childiſh Fondneſs to pleaſe 
the great God with bodily Services, has 
tempted them to forget his own divine 
Prerogative, to preſcribe how Men 
ſhould worſhip him. They have been 
blinded with this ſort of Fondneſs for 
Ceremony in ſuch a Degree as to lead 
them. far aſtray from the divine Simplicity | 
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of Worſhip which the New Teſtament 
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has appointed. 

(4) Some Perſons out of a paſſionate 
Deſire to honour Chriſt, and aſcribe the 
whole Train of their Bleſſings and Sal- 
vation to him, have been tempted to 
think that they are to do nothing toward 
their own Salvation, but to lie ſtill and 


be ſaved without any Labour or Care of 


their own; ſo that they have ſought no 
more after Sanctification and Holineſs in 
themſelves, than they have ſought to make 
Atonement for their own Sins. But this 
Zeal has much Darkneſs in it, and be- 
trays them into a groſs Miſtake, as tho 
they could not afcribe their Salvation ſuf- 
ficiently to Chriſt, unleſs they fancied 
that he came to ſave them in their Sins, 
rather than to ſave them from Sin. 

(5.) It is poſlible that a Perſon may 
have ſo high an Eſteem and ſo exceſſive 


a Love for ſome near Relation, ſome 


Chriſtian Friend, ſome wile and pious 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, that he fecs no 
Fault in them: He imitates all their 
Practice, as tho they were perfect Pat- 
terns; he receives all their * 

or 
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for certain and divine Truths, and be- 
lieves every thing which they teach, as 
tho they were infallible, without com- 
paring it with the Bible, which is the 
only Teſt of Truth in Matters of revealed 
Religion. This Affection of Love to 
Miniſters or Chri/tians is certainly irre- 
gular, when it tempts us to ſet up their 
Judgments, their Practices, and their 
Dictates, in the room of the Word of 
Gad. © 

(6.) Again, 'tis the ſame culpable In- 


Judgment, and biaſs our Underſtanding, 
when our Souls are warm'd with the holy 
Fire of Love and Devotion under a 
particular Sermon, and we cry out, This 
is the beſi Sermon that ever was 
preached, or the fineſt that ever was 
compos'd. Or perhaps your devout Af- 
fections flag and languiſh under a Ser- 
mon; you it indolent and unmoved, 
and then the Sermon goes for a poor dry 


theſe haſty and irregular Judgments 


to 


he -y 


dulgence of our Paſſions to ſway our 


Diſcourſe, and the Man that delivered it 
for a dull and heavy Preacher. Each of 
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rected. 

(7.) I might add another 8 a- 
kin to the laſt; and that is, when our de- 
vout Affections of Fear and Hope, of 
holy Lobe and heavenly Delight, are 
raisd in a Place of public Worthi 
whether at the eſtabliſt d Church, or a- 
mong the ſeveral Denominations of the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, and immediately 
we conclude, This is the right May of 


Goſpel, and theſe People arc ihe only 
true Church of Chriſt, How weak is 
this Reaſoning ! and yet how many are 


their Opinion and Practice, for or againſt 
ſuch a particular Community of Chri- 
 ſtians, or Mode of Worſhip, and that 
for their whole Lifc-time, merely by the 
Effects that one or two Attendances at 
ſuch a particular Place of Worſhip ave 
had on their Affections? 

Theſe Arguments drawn from the 
Paſhons, have been often employ'd to 
ſupport Hdolatr and Tranſuo*antiation, 
and all the wild Inventions of Men in 
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the Worſhip of God. What Sighs and 
Tears, what warm Affections of Sorrow 
and Joy, have been ſometimes produced 
by ſome ingenious Orators in the Ro- 
man Church, in their Sermons at Lent, 
when they have held up a Crucifix be- 
fore the Face of the People in the midſt 
of their Diſcourſe? While they ſet forth 
the Sufferings of our Saviour in moſt 
pathetick Language, the Preachers have 
fallen down on their Knees, and em- 
bracd and adord the wooden Image: 


The natural Affections of the Hearers 


have been awaken'd in a very ſenſible 
Manner, and being mingled with ſome 
Thoughts of Chri/t and Religion, they 


have all fallen down and worſhippd the | 
Idol, and have imagin'd all this to be | 


pure Devotion and Picty toward God and ; 


his Son Jeſus; and after all they have 1 


made their lively Paſſions a ſufficient Ar- 


gument that God approved all their 
Fooleries, though in his own Word hef 
hath expreſsly forbidden the Worſhip of 


Images. 


I have read of another Inſtance ; when 
a poor devout Creature hath come to 
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the Sacrament of the Maſs in the Romſh 


Church, and her Paſſions being raisd 
to a rapturous Degree (as ſhe thought) by 


the Preſence of CHriſt there, under the 
Form of the conſecrated Wafer, ſhe 
hath boldly declared, © Should all the 
„% Mcn on Earth and all the Angels in 
Heaven join together to aſſure me that 
God himſelf was not there, I would 
not believe them, for I have ſcen him, 
and felt his divine Preſence.” What a 
wretched and miſchievous Abuſe of Pal- 
ſion is this, when Perſons ſhall ſuffer 
it to lead them to ſueh unwarranted and 
ſinful Modes of Worſhip, and perſuade 
them to believe ſuch ſtrange Doctrines 
as are not only contrary to the expreſs 
Word of God, but a perfect Contra- 
diction to Nature, Senſe and Reaſon ! 
Inſtances of this kind might be till 
I have mentioned theſe 
few only to make it appcar how unrca- 
ſonable a Thing it is to form our Opini- 


cc 


cc 


ons in Religion by the Influence of the 
Paſſions. 


II. Abuſe. Then muſt the Affections 
in Matters of Religion be pronounced 
"xg 


irre- 
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. when they run before the Un- 
derſtanding, or Chen they riſe higher 


toward any particular Ovjett than the 


e ae. Airec lc. As in the foregoing 
Particular I told you that the Paſſions 
were not deſigned to be the direQing 


Powers of the Soul 


in the Scarch of 


Truth or Duty, ſo neither are they 
made to rule all within us; but they 
are to be govern'd by Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding: And in whatſoecver Inſtances 
they aſſume a Superiority over the Un- 
deraanding, or run before it, they are 
exceſlive aud irregular. Let us enter into 
a tew Particulars. 


'7.) Some Perſons as ſoon as they be- 


gin to find farther Light dawning upon 
thcir Minds, and are let into the Know- 
ledge of ſome Doctrine or Sentiment 
wich they knew not before, immedi- 
aicly let their Leal to work: Their 
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and whether it merit ſuch a Degree of 
Zeal. How common a Cale is it a- 
mong Chriſtians, and too often found 
among Miniſters of the Go'pcl, to give 
a Looſe to their Affections at the firlt 
Glimpſe of tome plcaling Opinion, or 


fome freſh Diicovery of what they cali 


Truth? They help out the Weakneſs of 
the Proof by the Strength of their Paſ- 
ſions, and by the Pleature they take in 
the Opinion they have embraced. This 
confirms their Aſſent too ſoon, and 


they grow deaf to the Arguments that 


are brought to oppoſe it. They conſtrue 


every Text in the Scripture to ſupport 


this Doctrine, they bring in the Prop ts 
and Apoſtles to maintain it. They fancy 
they ſee it in a thouſand Verſes cf their 
Bibles, and they pronounce all Men He- 
reticks that date maintain the contrary 
Opinions. Their Conduct in this Mat- 
ter is fo vehement, as tho every Gleam 
of Light were ſufſicient to determine 
their Faith, becauſe it happens to fire 
their Affections; they grow ſo warm 
about it, as tho every Opinion in Re'i- 
gion were fundamental; and ſo fiery is 
H 3 


their 
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their Zeal, as tho' cycry Miſtake deſery ed 
the ſevereſt Cenſures. 

Nor is this the Caſe of CHriſtiaus on- 
ly, with relation to the mew Opinions 
they receive: There are too many who 
rake up moſt of their Articles of Faith 
at firſt without due Examination, and 
without ſufficient Argument: Their Te-! 
neration for great Names, or their A, 
feftion to a particular Party, has de- | 
termined their Opinions long ago: Their 
Paſſions and other prejudices have 
form'd their Schemes of Doctrines, with 
the Neglect or Abuſe of their Under- 
ſtandings, and yet they pronounce as 
poſitively upon Truth and Error, as tho' | 
they were infallible, Happy are thoſe || 
whoſe Faith is built on better FT ounda- |: 
tions, mi 
(2.) Again, there are ſome Perſons 
how they begin to be convinced that 
ſuch a particular Practice is culpable or 
unlawful, their Indignation is too ſoon 
| awakened, and riſes too high; imme- 
diately they condemn it, as inconſiſtent 1 
with Salvation: Their Hatred of it | 
grows as violent as if it were Blaſphemy 

or 
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ſome Faults and* Follies that a good 


Paſſions in Religion. 175 
or Idolatry : They are ready to break 
out into hard Speeches and raitiing Accu- 
lations againſt all that practile it, and 
pronounce them Apoſtates and Sinners 
of the firſt Rank. The ſudden Riſe and 
Warmth of their Paſſions does not 
ſuffer them to conſider that there are 


Chriſtian may be guilty of thro' Igno- 


rance or Inadyertence ; there arc ſome 


Sins that do not carry in them ſuch Ma- 
lignity and Poiſon as to deſtroy all our 
Chribienity | 

(3.) There have been ſome weak 
Chriſtians, when they have heard a Ser- 
mon, or read a Diſcourſe full of ſub- 
lime Language and myſterious Dark- 
nels, and eſpecially if the Style and 
Manner has been very pathetick, they 
have been raptured and tranſported, as 
tho it contained the decpeſt Senſe, the 
nobleſt Truths of Religion, and the 
higheft Diſcoveries of Grace and the 
Goſpel: Whereas perhaps there may be 
ſcarce any Thing in it which has a juſt 


* 
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Agreement with Reaſon or Scripture ; 


but when well examined, it proves to be a 
H 4 mere 
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mere Jargon of Words, a Mixture of 
unintelligible and unmeaning Sounds, 
with ſome afie&ionate Airs among 
them, whereby their Paſſions were fired, 
und that without Knowledge, and be⸗ 
yond all Reaſon: And tis well, if after 
theſe Flaſhes of Affection and violent 
Tranſports, they are not deluded into 
ſhametul Iniquities. This has been rhe 


and later Days. They have ſpoken great 
 fieelling Words of Vanity, they are 
Murmurers and Complainers againſt the 
common Rank of Chri/tians, but they 
walk after their own ungodly Lifts ; 
they turn the Grace of God into Laſ- 
civiruſneſs, and they allure others 
into Lufts of the Fleſb, through much 
Wart vf onne /s ; and while they promiſe 
Liberty, they are the Servants of Cor- 
ruption, 2 Pet. ii. 18, 19. and Jude, 
ao hs 4, 16, 18. 

( 4.) This irregular Exercite of the 
Aﬀetions running before Reaſon, is 
eminently exempliticd alſo in another 
weak Sort of People, who are very ft ſin- 
ccre in the main, but if they read an 

awful 


Caſe of ſome high Pretenders in elder 


re of 
unds, 
mong 
fired, 
d be- 
after 
olent 
into 


1 the 


elder 
great 


5 -36 
ther 
ſin- 
1 an 
wful 


awful and terrible Threatning, or if they 


before they ſutfer themſelves to enquire, 


. about the leſſer Things 7 Religion, and 
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hear it pronounced in the Pulpit with a 

juſt Degree of Authority and proper Ac. 
cent, their Fears arc raiſed in an excct 
ſive Manner, and their Soul is filled 
with long Sorrows and Doubtings: Or 
if they happen to read or hear a Sentence 
of Comfort, they arc tran{ported wiin 
ſudden Foy, and riſe almoſt to Ailurance 
of the Love of God: They give them- 
ſelves up to the ſudden Efforts of Paſſion, 


according to ſcriptural Grounds, he- 
ther this Text of Threatnings, or wne- 
ther the other Sentence of Comfort, do 
really belong to them or no. 

There are many other Caſes wherein 
tis evident that the AﬀeRions in the 
Things of Religion get the ſtart of the 
Underſtanding, and run far before it. 
But I proceed. 

III. Abuſe. Tis a very groſs Abuſc 
of the Aﬀections, when Wwe encourace 
them to riſe high, and grow very warm 


yet are content to be cold and ind:ffer-ut 


in Matters of the higheſt {un Solis 
H 5 Ihere 
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There are too many Chr:i/tians whoſe 
warmeſt Zeal is employed about the 
Mint, the Aniſe, and the Cummin of 
Chriſtianity, Matt. xx1ii.. 23. and have 
few Paſſions awakened or engaged in the 
weighty Things of the Law, or the Go- 
ſpel. They are furiouſly intent upon 
ſpeculative Notions, and ſome pecu- 
liar Opinions that diſtinguiſh the little 
Parties of Chriſtendom, and crumb'e the 
Church to pieces: Their Fears, their 
Hopes, their Wiſhes, their Deſires, their 


Grief and Joy are all cmploy'd in Party- 


Quarrels and in a Strife of Words : But 
they arc thoughtleſs and indolent about 
the momentous Duties of Love to God 
and Chriſt, of Juſtice to Men, Charity 
to Fellow. Creatures and Fellow- Chriſti- 
ans. So a ſickly Fancy is fond of Triflcs, 


and careleſs of ſolid Treaſures : So Chil- 


dren have their little Souls wrapt up in 
painted Toys, while the Matters of man- 
ly Life and neceſſary Buſineſs awaken 
no Deſire, no Delight in them. 
Suppoſe a Man mourns to ſee the 
Church of England loſe ground in the 
Nation, or to ice the Aſſemblies of Pro- 
teſtaut 
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teſtant Diſſenters grow thin and de- 
creaſe, and yet he finds not his Soul 
ericycd, and his Heart mourning over 
the Atheiſin and Prophaneneſs of the 
Land, the Drunkenneſs and Lewdneſs, 
the growing Heatheniſin and Infidelity 
of the Age: Or ſuppoſe a Chriſtian 


ttiumphs to ſee the Controverſy about 


Baptiſm well managed, and his Joys ariſe 
according as his own Opinion is bravely 
ſupported, while at the ſame Time he 
takes little Plcaſure to hear of the Con- 
verſion of a Sinner, or that a wicked 
Family is grown Religious. What ſhall 
we think of ſuch a Perſon? Is not his 


Religion in a childiſh and ſickly State ? 


Are not his Paſſions, even about reli- 
vious Objects, managed in a very irregu- 
lar Manner, and worthy of juſt and ſeycre 
Reproof? WE 
IV. Abuſe. There is allo another evil 

Conduct of the Aﬀections, in the Mat- 
ters of Religion; and that is, when they 
expreſs themſelves in an improper or in- 
decent Manner, and eſpecially in ſuch a 
May as is unnatural and uninſtituted, 
fooliſh and ridiculous, ſavage and bar- 

H 6 barous, 
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barous, contrary to the Dictates of Rea- 
1 human Nature, or the Word of 
704. 
Take, for Inſtance, ſome of the Perſe- 
cutors and Idolaters, the Bigots and the 
Enthuſiaſts of the Church of Rome. And 
I wiſh ſuch Perſecution and Bigotry, 
Enthuſiaſm and Idolatry, were never 
found among any other Sects of Chri- 
ſtians. 1 „ 
(I.) With what furious and burning 


Barbarity do Popiſb Perſecutors exprets 


their Zcal for their Religion! They arm 


Reproaches and Gall againſt thoſe who 
divide from their Communion, and 
would reform their groſs Corruptions 
and they {till profeſs tis out of Love to 


* Ckrift, and to the Souls of Men, that 


they impriſon, cut, burn, torment and 
deſtroy their Fellow-Chriſtians. O my 
Soul, come not into their Secrets, nor 
learn ſuch unrighteous and bloody 
a_k - 

(2.) Survey Popiſh Idolaters. They 
imagine they can neyer ſhew their af- 


fectionate Devotion to Chrift ſufficiently, 


without 


their Tongues and their Pens with bitter 
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their ſilver Figures, 
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without making Images of a crucified 
Man, and placing them continually 
in their Sight, in order to pay their 
Worſhip to Chriſt by thoſe unappointed 
Medinms. Sometimes they wear theſe 
little Idols in their Boſom near thcir 


Heart, and then they think they mani- 


feſt how much their Heart loves him. 
They kiſs theſe wooden Baubles, or 
with a ſtrange 
childiſh Fondneſs, and ſometimes be- 
dew them with their Tears, to ſhew 


their inward Affection to Jeſus their 


Saviour. There may be much animal 
Paſſion, much Commotion of Nature 
and the Fleſh in theſe Practices, with 
very little ſpiritual Lore. Sometimes 
they make Pictures even of God the 
Father, and then perform their Devotions 
toward them with forbidden Ceremo- 
nies, and break God's ſecond Com- 
mandment to expreſs their Love to 
him. Strange and prepoſterous Expreſ- 
ſions of Love, to practiſe what he forbids 
ſo often in his Word, and that upon 
ſevere Penalties! 


5 (3:) 


— 
— ” 
PP” — — bs —— — 


— 


F - - - . 
_ * — < ——— de - * S 
—— — - . — <> 
” — ——— K 
l . 
— - 


iþ 
þ 
Yd 
f 


* — * 
4 *—ů—  — — — 


n 


— x 7 


182 The Abuſe of the 
(3.) Turn your Eyes now to the Ro- 
miſh Enthufiaſls. God forbid that I 
ſhould ſo condemn all that arc cduca- 
ted in that Church, as tho' there was 
no ſincere Devotion among them, tho 
the Church itſelf is abominably corrupt: 
But 'tis well known, that when ſome of 
theſe Devotees have fancied themſelves 
poſle(s'd with ſuch a ſublime Love to 
God, that they have thrown them- 
ſelves into odd Poſtures and ſtrange 
Diſorders of Body, and appeared more 
like diſtracted Perſons than ſober Chr- 
ſtians, as tho it muſt be ſomething not 
human that muſt expreſs their divine 
Affections. Others have imagin'd they 
could never do nor ſuffer cnough to 
manifeſt the inward Fire of that Love to 
God which dwelt in their Heart, and 
they have contrived what Torments 
they ſhould inflict upon themſelves (as 
2 uſed to expreſs it) for the Love x 
Go 
Others, to ſhew their Sorrow fog hav- 
ing ever offended him, haye not only 
worn Sackcloth upon their Skin, but 
they have ſcourged themſelves till they 
have 
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have been covered with Blood; they 


have bound themſelves with Vows to 
travel barefoot, and to make long and 


tedious Pilgrimages to diſtant Lands. 
Some have ſent themſelves to Death by 
voluntary Starving; others have tor- 
themſelves with 
excellive Thirſt; and cither made their 


Bodies miſerable, or put an End to Life 


to ſnew their Love to God. Theſe are 
wild and frantick Superſtitions indeed, 
extravagant Methods of expreſſing any 
devout Paſſion, and moſt of them utterly 


unlawful. Let us remember, that the 


Religion which God teaches, has nothing 
in it contrary to the Light of Nature; 


nor muſt our inward Piety break in 


upon the Rules of Reaſon and Decency, 
when we would expreſs it by any out ward 


There are ſome religious Affections, 


which are very properly expreſsd and 
' manifeſted in the common Way, where. 


by Nature uſually expreſſes thoſe in- 
ward Senſations of the Soul. Godly 
Sorrow naturally vents itſelf in Groans 
and Tears, Pſal. vi. 6. Holy Joy ſome- 

times 
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times by a Smile of the Countenance, 
and often by the Voice of facred Me- 
lody: And this not only appears in the 
Example of the Royal Pſalmiſt, but in 
the Precepts of the New Teſtament, 
Eph. v. 18. James v. 13. If any be 
merry, let him ſing Pſalms. Pious and 
earneſt Deſires of the Preſence of God, 
and of his Favour, are ſignified by 
ſtretching of the Arm towards him, or 
lifting up the Eyes and Hands to him, 
Pſal. Ixviii. 31. and Xxviil. 2. and cxxi. 
1, 2. Repentance and Shame is natu- 
rally ſignified by down-caſt Eyes or Bluth- 

ing, Luke xviii. 13. Ezra ix. 6. 
Some of the ſtronger outward Ap- 
pearances, and vehement Tokens of 
inward holy Paſſion, are indeed rather 
to be indulged in private than in pub- 
licx Worſhip: But in all our Behaviour 
in this Reſpect, let us take heed that the 
inward Affection is ſincere, and is the 
real Spring of all the outward Signs and 
Expreſſions. Let us ſee to it, that we 
indulge not that Practice which our Sa- 
viour ſo much condemns in the Hypo- 
crites of his Day, Matth. vi. 16. Let 
us 
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us make no ſad Faces, nor put on diſmal 


Airs, nor ſmite the Breaſt with the Hand, 
and drsfigure our Conntenances, merely 
to make the World believe that we are 
Penitents: Nor let us make ourſelves 
remarkable in publick and mixed Com- 


pany, by turning up our Eyes to Hea- 


ven, to tell the World how often we 


pray in the midſt of our ſecular Affairs; 


tho ſecret Prayer may and ought to be 


ſometimes riſing to God, and we may 


lift an Eye to him while we are among 


Men: Nor in publick Worſhip ſhould 


we uſe frequent and loud Groanings, 
to perſuade our Neighbours that we 


are more cecply affected with divine 
Things than they; though devout Aﬀec- 
tion will ſometimes vent a Groan ora 


Sigh. 


ſhould always make our Religion appear 


to the World with a natural and becom- 


ing Aſpect, and in a decent Dreſs, to 


invite, and not forbid thoſe who behold 


us. 


But above all, let us take hecd leſt 
wc make uſe of theſe outward Colours 
and Forms of Paſſion, to cover the want 
of inward Devotion and Picty. We 
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186 The Abuſe of the 
us. Let us take care that we do not 
. diſguiſe our holy Chriſtianity, nor make 
it look like an irrational Thing, by un- 
manly or unbecoming Sounds or Gel- 
tures; leſt we thereby expoſe ourſelves 
to the Charge of Hypocriſy, and give 
up our holy Profeſſion to the Ridicule 
and Contempt of the prophane World. 
V. Azvuſe. 'Tis an irregular Manage- 


ment in the Affairs of Religion, or an 


Abuſe of devout Paſhons, when we con- 
tent ourſelves with the Exerciſe of theſe 


Wt inward and affectionate Senſations of the 


Mind, while they have no Influence 
on the Holineſs of our Converſation. 
Conſider, my Friends, what were the 


Paſſions made for ? not merely for the 


ſenſible Pleaſure of human Nature, but 
to give it Vigour and Power for uſeful 
Actions. I have but a poor Pretence to 
be a ſincere Lover of Chriſt, if I rejoice 
to hear his Name repeated often in a 


Sermon, and ſay never ſo many affec- 
tionate Things of him in the Language 
of the Book of Canticles, and yet 
take no care to keep his Command- 
ments: Whereas this is the appointed 

Way 
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John xiv. 15. If ye love me, keep my 


or in publick Worſhip, if my Life be 


row or Delight, which have no Power 
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187 M 
Way wherein Chriſt has required his 
Diſciples to manifeſt their. Love ro him: 2 


— —— OO =_ 4 
— 


Commandments; then are ye my Friends, 
if ye do whatſoever I command you. In | | 
vain do I pretend to pious Sorrows, in 4 
vain do I mourn for ſome great and 
grievous Sin in my ſecret Retircments, 


ſpent among the gay Follies and Va- 
nities of the World, if I run into new 
Temptations whenſoever the World 
beckons to me, and follow every Son 
of Mirth that waves the Hand of Invi- 
tation. : 5 
True Chriſtianity, where it reigns in 
the Heart, will make itſelf appear in 
the Purity of Life. We ſhould always 
ſuſpect thoſe Flatterics of Affection, 
thoſe ſudden inward Senſations of Sor- 


to produce the Fruits of Holineſs in 
our daily Converſation. The Fruits of 
the Spirit are found in the Life and the 
Heart together, as they are deſcribed, 
Gal. v. 22. Love to God and Man, 
Joy in holy Things, Peace of Con- 
| ſcience, Ri 
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ſcience, and Peace with all Men as far 
as poſſible, Long-/uffering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, (that is, Faithfu!neſs) 
Meckneſs, Temperance, and particularly 
a Crucifixion of all ſinful Affections. Let 
us never content ourſclycs with any 
Exerciſe of lively Devotion, unleſs we 
feel our corrupt Affections in ſome 
Meaſure ſubdued thereby. 

O how ſhameful a Sight is it, and 
what a Reproach to the Profeſſion of 
the Goſpel, to ſee a Chriſtian juſt come 
from Church and holy Ordinances, 
where his devout Affections have been 
raiſed and moved, and immediately to 


Merriment, and carricd away with idle 
and ſenſual Diſcourſe ! What a Scandal 
is it to our Religion, to ſee ſome zea- 
lous Profeſſors coming down from their 
Cloſet, where they fancy they have 


been favoured with holy Raptures, and 
enjoyed much Converſe with God, where 


they think they have exerciſed Repen- 
tance and Love, and holy Deſires, and 
yet immediately fall into a Fit of Rage 


againſt their Servants or Children, for 


mere 


find him breaking out into vain, earthly 
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in very unchriſtian Language and inde- 
cent Behaviour! This is an open Con- 
tradiction to their Profeſſion ; and the 
Shop and the Parlour, or perhaps the 


Kitchen, gives the Lye to the Pretences 
O glorious Evidence of 


of the Cloſet. 
a Diſciple of Chriſt, where all the pious 
Paſſions join to reſiſt every Temptation ! 


where divine Love keeps warm at the 


Heart, where it purifies the whole Beha- 
viour, and cxalts the Life of Men near to 


the Life of Angels! 
VI. Abuſe. That muſt certainly be a 


culpable Conduct, with regard to our 


religious Affections, hen they are ſuf- 
fered to entrench upon other Duties 


either to God or Man, and with-hold us 
from the proper Buſineſs of our Place 
and Station in the World. Though 
devout Paſſions ſhould be indulged at 


proper Seaſons, yet they ſhould not ſo 1 | 


far govern all the Powers of Nature, 


and ingroſs the Moments. of Life, as 
to make us neglect any neceſſary Work to 


which the Providence of God hath called 
us, 


This 


mere Trifles, and expreſs their Wrath 4 | 


x90 The Abuſe of the 
This is the Caſe, when Perſons find BB 
ſo much Sweetneſs in their religious 1 1 
Retirements, that they dwell there too i 
many Hours of the Day, and neglect 

the Care of their Families, the Conduct 

of their Children and Servants, and 

other neceſſary Duties of Life, and let 

all Things run at random in their 

Houſhold, under the Excuſe of Reli- 
gion and Converſe with God: Though 

I muſt confeſs this is ſo uncommon 

a Fault in our godleſs and irreligious 

Age, that it may almoſt paſs wirhout 

| Cenſure. 

Tis the ſame culpable Conduct, when 

Chriſtians experience a ſacred and af- 

fectionate Reliſh of publick Ordinances, 

and they are temptéd to run from Ser— 

mon to Sermon, from Lecture to Lecture, 

in order to maintain their ſpiritual Plea- 

ſures, with a flight and careleſs Perfor- 

mance of relative Duties. Tis yet more 

criminal in Perſons of low Circum- 

ſtances in the World, who would ſpend. 
all their Time in hearing or reading 
good Things, or at ſome religious Aſ- 
ſemblies or Conicrences, while they 
groſly 
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groſly and grievouſly neglect their com- 
mon Duties of providing for them- 


ſclves and their Children. They are 
ready to expect that the Rich ſhould 
maintain them, while they make their 
devout Affections an Excuſe for their 
ſhameful Idleneſs and Sloth. Let us 
remember there is a Time for Working, 
as well as a Time for Praying or Hear- 


ing: Every Thing is beautiful in its 


Seaſon. 5 

This Sort of exceſſive and irregular 
Affection appcars alſo eminently, when 
out of Pity to the Poor, or Love to the 
publick Worſhip of God, dying Perſons 
leave vaſt Legacies to the building of 
Churches and Hoſpitals, and endow 
Alms-houſes liberally, while their near 


Kindred, and perhaps their own De- 


ſcendants, are in a ſtarving Condition, 
or want the Conveniences of Life. He 


that takes no Care of his neareſt Rela- 


tions living or dying, is in that Reſpect 
worſe than an Infidel. God does not 
love Robbe:y for Burnt- offering, nor does 


he permit us to abandon our natural 


Affection to our Fellow-Creatures, to 
ſhew 


192 The Abuſe of the 
ſhew our Love or Zeal for our Creator . 
in ſuch Inſtances as theſe. 3 BR. 

VII. Abuſe. Religious Paſſion is then 1 B 
certainly exerciſed in a very irregular 1 | 
and criminal Manner, hen we ſuffer it Þ © 


fo degenerate into carnal and vicious t 
Affections, and (as the Apoſtle expreſſes a 
0 


it in another Place) when we begin in the 
Spirit, and end in the Fleſh. Examples 
of this kind are too common in the 
preſent Age of Chriſtians 
(I.) Leal may turn into Wrath and 
Fury. A high Yeneration for the glo- 
rious Truths of the Goſpel, and a warm | 
ZLeal for the Defence of them, has too 
often degenerated into Malice and In- 
dignation, againſt thoſe who differ from 
us in religious Sentiments; and that too 
in Matters which are of ſmall Impor- 
tance to practical Godlineſs. Pious 
Zcal againſt dangerous Errors is a juſt 
and laudable Thing, when it carrics 
Moderation and good Temper with it, | 
and does not break out into Wrath and | 
Malignity againſt the Perſons of thoſe 
who are unhappily betrayed into th oſe 
Miſtakes : But it becomes a guilty Paſ- 
tion, | 
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| fon, and hateful in the Eyes of God 
our Saviour, when it breaks all the 


Bonds of Charity and Chriſtian Love. 


The flaming Bigot and the Perſecutor 


come in naturally at every Turn for 


their Share of this Caution and Reproof, 
as Abuſers of the Paſſions in the TOR 
of God and Religion. | 


When we come ſometimes into wor- 


| ſhipping Aſſemblies, where a Man of 


warm | 


as tOO 


nd In- 


from 
lat tOoO 
mpor- 
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troſe 
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| favourite Explications of a Verſe of 


| gine themſelves to be Chriſtians of the 


» 
1 
> 


1 


public Railings againſt their Fellow- 


£ 
— 
- 


burning Zeal. leads the Worſhip, we L 
find the Wild-fire of his own Paftions | 
ſpreading thro the whole Congregation. | 
Is it not a ſhameful Thing to hear the 
Preacher railing againſt his Brethren, + 
becauſe they differ a little from him, 54 
and will not uſe ſome unſcriptural Modes * 
of Expreſſion, or vill not admit ſome 
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Scripture, or will not conſent to prac- 
tiſe ſome leſſer Forms and Rites of 
Worſhip? And 'tis a Matter of equal 
Shame to ſee many Perſons, who ima- 
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firſt Rank, take a malicious Pleaſure to 
hear ſuch ſcurrilous Reproaches and 


1 Chri- 
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Chriſtians, and Curſes denounced again 
them, becauſe they differ in Ceremonics 
and Phraſes. And the Crime is certainly 
the greater, if theſe Opinions or Forms, 
wherein they diſagree, are but of ſmall 
Importance. This is a wretched Abuſe 
of Paſſions in the Things of God; and 
yet ſo deceitful is the Heart of Man, 
and ſo given up to Self-Flattery, that 
perhaps both the Preacher and the 
Hearers vainly preſume they are expreſ- 
ſing a facred Love for divine Truth, 
and paying ſublime Service to God and 
their Saviour. What Madneſs is mix d 
with miſtaken Zeal ! 
( 2.) There is another * of the 
Abuſe of the Paſſions, which is very 
near a-kin to this, and may ſtand next 
in Rank; and that is when we behold 
the Vices of Men with holy Averſion and 
Hatred, and immediately transfer this 
Hatred to their Perſons ; whereas we 
ought to pity and pray for them: Or 
when we ſee a Fellow-Chriſtian* fall 
into Sin, and becauſe we hate the Sin, 
we hate the Sinner too, and ſuffer our 
Hatred to grow into Diſdain and irre- 
* | concilcable 
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concileable Enmity, and that even tho' 
the Offender has given Signs of ſincere 


195 


Repentance. This is not Chriſtian Zeal, 


but human Corruption; and ſuch crimi- | 


nal Indulzence of the Paſſions, which 
ought to be mortified, if ever we would 


be Imitators of the holy Jeſus: He hated 
even the leaſt Sin, but loved and ſaved 
the greateſt of Sinners, and delighted to 


receive Penitents to his Love. 

(3.) 'Tis a culpable Exerciſe of the 
Paſſions, when holy Emulation degene- 
rates into Envy. At firſt we admire 
the Virtues of others, we reſpect their 
Perſons highly, we imitate their Con- 
duct, and aſpire after the ſame Degrees 


of Piety and Goodneſs; we have a holy 


Ambition to equal them in every Grace, 
and in every Virtue, and, if poſſible, to 
exceed them; all this is right and wor- 
thy of Praiſe : But when I fall ſhort of 
the Attainments of my Neighbour, and 


envy him on the account of his ſupe- 


rior Character; when I feel an inward 
Diſpleaſure againſt my Brother, becauſe 
his Gifts or Graces ſhine brighter than 
mine, then the holy Affection degene- 
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rates, and becomes a Luft of the Fleſh, 
Inſtead of a Fruit of the Spirit. 
(4.) I might give another Inſtance 
_ alſo of this Kind; and that is, en 
Love to Fellow-Chriſtians begins on 21 
' ſperitual Account, between Perſons of || 
different Sexes, and there is a mutual 
Delight in each other's Company and 
pious Converſation : but without great 
Watchfulneſs this Chri/tzan Love may 
be in danger of degenerating into Vicious 
Deſires and corrupt Paſſions. 

(J.) It may be worth our Notice alſo, 
that there is another Danger of the De- 
generacy of a devout Paſſion, when 
Perſons of a pious and chearful Spirit 
have taken great Delight in ſinging the 
Praiſes of God, and meet together at 
ſtated Scaſons for this purpoſe ; but in 
Time this has ſenſibly ſunk into the Plea- 
ſure of the Ear, into a mere natural 
Reliſh of Harmony, and a Delight of 
Sounds well connected. This may have 
eaſily happened, when fine Inſtruments 
of Church Muſick have been uſed to 
aſſiſt Pſalmody, or when Perſons pride 

them- 
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th:mſelves in too nice and delicate 
a Skill in Singing, in too exquiſite 
a laſte of Harmony, even though the 
Words which they ſing may be holy and 
religious. 58 

To guard againſt theſe Dangers, let 
Chriſtians frequently enter into their 
own Hearts, and endeavour, as far as poſ- 
ſible, to examine their Spirit and Con- 
ſcience, to diſtinguiſh between their in- 
ward Workings of Piety, and the mere 


Exerciſes of animal Nature, or the 


Workings of corrupt Affection, and ſet 


a conſtant Guard upon their Hearts in this 
Reſpect. | 
VIII. Abuſe. The laſt thing I ſhall 
mention, wherein fome Chriſtians are 
guilty of an irregular Conduct, with 
regard to their Affections in Matters of 


Religion, is this; when they live en- 


tirely by their devout Paſſions, and make 
theſe the only Rules of Self- Inquiry con- 
cerning their Temper, their habitual 
State of Soul, and their preſent Frame 
of Spirit, and concerning every Thing 
that belongs to their Chriſtianity. Such 
Perſons have little regard to the Growth 
I 3 of 
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of their Knowledge, the Improvement 
of their Underſtanding in the Things of 
God, the ſteady and fixed Bent of their 
Will toward Religion, and the conſtant 
regular Courſe of a holy Convertiation. 
They ſeem to make all their Religion 
conſiſt in a few warm and pious At- 
fections. There arc two Sorts of Perſons 
ſubjc to this Miſtake. 

(..) Arvakened Sinners, who feel 
thcir Paſſions of Fear and Deſire cx- 
cited by ſome convincing. Sermon or 
awful Providence, and the rich Doc- 
trines of Grace ſuited to their Caſe and 
State, raiſe in them fome Hopes of 
Heayen and ſenſitive Commotions of 
Joy. This may continue for many 
Months, and incline them to infer that 
they are converted from Sin to God; 
and being alſo in a great Meaſure re- 


they are new Creatures, and all is ſafe 
for Eternity : Whereas they never had a 
Heart fixed in the Love of God, and in 
the Hatred of every Sin; they never be- 
came hearty and reſolved Chriſtians; and 


in a little Time their deyout Paſſions 
die, 


formed in their Lives, they imagine 
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Paſſions and Religion. 
die, and all their Religion vaniſhes, for 
it had no Root. 


(2.) There are alſo ſome real Con- 
vert, who are but weak, and live too 
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much by their Paſſions. If their Hope, 
and Deſire and Delight, are but en- 
gaged and raiſed high in their ſecret 
Retirement, or in 
chen they are good Chriſtians indeed, 
in a heavenly State, and they think ex- 


ceeding well of themſelves: But if at 
any time there is a Damp upon their 


Paſſions, thro the Indiſpoſition of their 
animal Nature, when they feel not a 
great Degree of animal Fervour power: 
fuily aſſiſting their pious Exerciſes, they 
are ready to pronounce againſt them- 


ſelves; they ſink into great Deſpon- 


dencies, and imagine they have no true 
Grace. 


Such Chriſtians as theſe live very much 


by ſudden Fits and Starts of Devotion, 


without that uniform and ſteady Spring 


of Faith and Holineſs, which would 
render their Religion more even and uni- 
and 
comfortable to themſelves. They are 
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moveleſs on the Ground: They are ever 
in the Heights or the Depths, travelling 
on bright Mountains with the Songs of 
Heaven on thcir Lips, or groaning and 
labouring thro' the dark Valleys, and 
never walking cnward, as on an even 
Plain, toward Heaven. 

There is much Danger leſt ſuch ſort of 
Profeſſors as theſe two which 1 have men- 
tioned, ſhould deceive themſelves, if not 
in judging of the Truth of their Graces, 
yet at leaſt in their Opinion of the 
Strength or Weakneſs of them, for they 
judge merely by their Affections. Let 
us watch againſt this Danger, and remem- 
ber, that tho' the Paſſions are of excel- 
lent Uſe in Religion, yet they were 
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of Reaſon and Judgment, or to ſupply 
the Room of an enlightned Underſtand- 


tion attended with all the Fruits of Ho- 
lineſs. 

Thus I have finiſhed what I deſigned 
to ſay concerning the Abuſe of the Paſ 
ſions in Religion. 
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The Remarks which 1 ſhall make 


on this Head of Dilcourſe are theſe 


I. Remark. Thoſe Chriſtians are beſs 


prepared for the uſeful and pious Exer- 
Pits of 1s, Pat in Religion, who 
| have laid the Foundations of it in 4 
regular Knowledge of the Things of Cod. 
Let your Underſtanding therefore be 


fully perſuaded of the Neceſlity and 


| Excellency of Religion, of the Duties 
you owe to God as your Maker and Go- 

vernor; let all your reaſoning Powers 
be convinced of the Evil of Sin, of the 
| Holineſs and Juſtice of God, of the 
Danger of eternal Death, of the Relief 
and Hope that is held forth in the 
| Golpel of Chriſt, of the Neceſſity of 
Fath and Holineſs, in order to eternal 


Haivpineſs ; and amidit all the Workings 


od devout Affections, maintain a conſtant 
Exerciſe of your Reaſon and Judgment, 
Tae Scripture itſelf was not given us 
to make the Uſe of our Reaſon necdleſs, 
bit to aſſiſt its Operations, and to ren- 
der it more ſucceſsful in our Inquiries 
into the Things of our everlaſting Wel- 
1 15 fare. 
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fare. Knowledge and Affection ſhould 
go Hand in Hand, in all the Affairs of 
Religion: The more we know of God, 
and the Things of the upper World, 
we ſhall have the ſtronger Spring for 
our holy Paſſions, and a more ſecure 
Guard againſt any Exceſſes and Irregula- 
rities in the Exerciſe of them. 
II. Remark. As bis the Buſmneſs of a 
Preacher to aſſiſt the devout Paſſions, [0 
is Part of his Work to guard his 
Hearers againſt the Abuſe of them. 
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that tis the Buſineſs of every ſacred Ora- | 
tor, to raiſe the Affections of Men to- 
ward the Things of God: Let him therce- 
fore manage his divine Arguments in | 
fuch a Mani cr, as to awakcn rhe Fears, 
the Hopes, the Deſires, the penitent Sor- 
rows, and the pious Joys of the whole 
Aſſembly, in a ſablime Degree; but in 
order to ſecure them from Exceſſes and 
Irregularities of every Kind, let him lay 
the Foundations of their Religion in clear 
Ideas of divine Things, and in a juſt and 

proper Explica:ion of the holy Scrip- 
tures. 
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When 


When he has a mind to lead his 


Hcarers into any particular religious 
| Sentiments, which he firmly believes to 


be true, and which he ſuppoſes uſeful to 


| their Edification, let him not begin with 
their Paſſions, and addreſs himſelf to 
them in the firſt Place: He muſt not art- 
fully practiſe upon thoſe warm and ani- 
mal Powers, before he has ſet theſe. 
Doctrines or Sentiments of his in a fair 


and convincing Light, before the Eye of 


their Underſtanding, and their reaſon- 


ing Faculties: The Affections are neither 
the Guides to Truth, nor the Judges of 


it, nor muſt the Preacher ſet them to 


their ſprightly and fervent Work, till he 
has informed the Mind by clear Expli- 


cation and ſincere Argument. The Sun 
in the Heavens gives us a fair Document 


in this Caſe : His Light comes before his 


Heat: The Dawn of the Morning 


grows up by Degrees, and introduces 


the Fervours of Noon. So let the 
Preacher diffuſe his Light over the Af 
ſembly, before he kindle their warm At- 


fetions. Let him convince their Reaſon 


and Judgment of the Truth of cvery 
N Article 
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204. The Abuſe of the 

Articles of Religion, which he perſuade 
them to believe; let him ſhew the Duty 
and the Neceſſity of every Part of Holi- 
neſs, which he preſcribes for their Prac- 
_ tice. Let him imitate that noble Pattern 
of divine Oratory, Apollos at Epheſus, 
who was an eloquent Man, and mighty 
in the Scriptures, he was fervent in 


Spirit, and could raiſe the Paſſions of 


thoſe that heard him, yet he was willing 


to kindle the Flame of his own: Ora- 


tory by the Light of his own Under- 
ſtanding, and v hen he himſelf had learnt 
the Way of God more perfectly, he migh- 


tily cont 'mced the eres by divine Ar- 


gument, and frecved them by the Scrip- 
tures that Feſus was the Chriſt, Acts 


xviii. 24, 25, 28. Then there was a 


proper Way made for his following 


Zeal and Feryour to diiplay them- 


ſelves. 


III Remark. If the Paſſions are of 
ſuch eminent Service in Religion, and 


yet they are in Danger of unruly Ex- 
ceſſes, how much Need have we to beg 
earneſtly at the Throne of Grace, that 
they may be all ſanctiſied? Iis only 
| the 
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the ſanctifying Influence of the bleſſed 
Spirit, that can excite them in a due 
Degree, and can give them proper Li- 
mits and Regulations. Tis nothing but 
divine Grace can raiſe them to a due 
Height, on all juſt Occaſions, and yet 
pre ſcrye them from any irregular Conduct 5 
and unhappy Effects. 

In this ſinful State of corrupt Na- 
ture, we are averſe to the Things of 
God: Our Paſſions are violent toward 
ſenſible Objects, but are hardly moved 
by the moſt important Diſcoveries in 
Religion. 'Tis God alone who can 
correct and change their corrupt Biaſs, 
and give them a divine Tendency. 
They are ſo ready to take a wrong 


Turn, and ſometimes to make wide 


4 
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Miſchief, even in the Matters of Re- 
ligion, that God alone can keep them 
conſtant in their right Situation and 
Courſe. They are living Wheels of 
ſtrong and powerful Movement in hu- 
man Nature, but they make wretched 
Work if they are not put in motion 
by a regular and happy Spring. They 

are 


206 De Albnſe of the 
are glorious and noble Inftruments of 
Religion, when under good Conduct, 
but they are ungovernable and miſ- 
chievous Powers when they go aſtray: 
and they are alſo too prone to wander 
from their proper Place and Duty. Let 
it therefore be the Matter of our daily 
Prayer, that we may be ſanctiſted through- 
out in Bod), Soul and Spirit, and that 
every Faculty of our Nature may lend 
its proper Aid to the Kingdom of Grace 
within vs, till we are trained up by the 
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for the unknown Exerciſes of a ſublimer 
Sort of Deyotion in the Kingdom of 
Glory. $a 
* MEDITATION. 
HAT a wide and unhappy Ruin 
has the Fall of Man ſpread over 
all the Powers of our Souls! Our Unger- 
ſlanding is darkned, our Will grown 
perverſe, and our Paſſions corrupt and 
Irregular in their Exerciſes; and even 
when they are engaged about the Things 
of God, their Conduct is not always wiſe 
and holy. We have ſcen what glo- 
rious 
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Paſſions in Religion. 207 
rious Inſtruments they are, when ma- 


naged by the Hands of divine Grace, to 
promote Piety and Goodneſs : But if they 


are leſt to themſelves, they will ſome- 


times make wild Miſchief, even in the 
ſacred Concerns of Religion. 

Guard and ſecure me, O my God, a- 
gainſt thoſe falſe Lights which my Af- 


3 fections may caſt upon the Objects [ con- 


verſe with, and ſo delude my Judgment. 


Suffer me not to be impoled on by the \ 
falſe Colours in which my Paſſions may | 


happen to dreſs up Error, and make it 
look like Truth. Let my Judgment be 


3 always directed ſteddily by the Reaſon 


of Things and the Diſcoveries of thy 
Word, and not by the deluſive Flat- 
teries of the Paſſions. Let me remember 


that theſe Were not given for my Guides 


in the Search of Duty or Truth, they 
were not made to teach me what is falſe 
and what is true, but to awaken me with 
the greater Zeal to purſue Truth, and 
to practiſe whatever I learn to be my 
Duty. 


lid Reaſon and Scr. ↄture for the Founda- 
tlon, 


May I be ſo happy as always to lay ſo- 
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208 The Abuſe of the 


tion, whence my devout Affections may 


take their Riſe, and aſcend high toward 


God! Let them never flutter in the Dark, 
nor break awa from the Gov: 


the warmcit and boldeſt Fi;zats of my 


pious Aﬀet.ivns. I may be able to ſup- 


port and juſtify them al} upon the Foot 
of Reaſon, and by the divine Examples 
and Incouragements of the Word of 
God. 

If at any Time my Zcal has been too 
fervent ab ut the leſſer Matters of Chri- 


ftianity, while it has been cold and liſt- 


leſs in the Things of higheſt Importance, 
I would take Shame to myſelf in the 
Sight of God and Men. Bleſſed Feſus, 
never ſuffer my Anx cties, my Fears, my 
Deſires, and my Joys, to riſe but in a 
due Proportion to the Worth and Impor- 
tance of their Objects. Let my Name 
never be numbered among thoſe Men of 
irregular Zeal, who [tram at a Gnat, 
and ſwallow a Camel. When I read 
or hear of the Idolaters and the Bigots of 
the Church of Kome, in what a ſtrange 
childiſh 
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my Und-ritincings that if a! any ime 
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childiſh Manner, and with what ridicu- 
lous Fopperies they expreſs their Love 


to God and CHriſt, and to Saints de- 
parted; when I read how they ſcourge 


| their Bodics to ſhew their Sorrow for 
Sin, and put their Fleſh to Torments 
which God never appointed nor required; 


when I have been told how they cut and 


burn and deſtroy their Fellow Chriſtians, 
animated by a ſuppoſed Zeal for God 


and his Church, I bleſs God that I 


have been taught better Methods of 
expreſſing my devout Affections. Come 
not, O my Soul, into their Secrets, to 
their Aſſemblies be thou not united. 
Nor let my Religion make me ſour and 


un ſociable; nor let me indulge auk- 
ward Geſtures, or put on a diſtorted 
Countenance, nor appear with any un- 
manly or unbecoming Airs, to expreſs 
the in ward Workings of my Heart. 
I am afraid of all thoſe outward Forms 


which would turn Piety into Contempt 


before an ungodly World, who take 


all occaſions to ridicule Things ſa- 


cred, 
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or in ſudden Efforts of devout 
Where Holineſs has no ſettled Root in 
the Heart, nor any viſible Fruits in the 
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210 The Abuſe of the 


I would remember that Religion docs 
not conſiſt in a warm Flaſh of Affection, 


Joy, 


Converſation. Let me be all of a piece, 
and if my Chriſtianity raiſes my pious 
Paſſions in the Church, or in the Cloſet, 
may the fame Chriſtian Spirit be found 
in all my daily Bchaviour : May it regu- 
late my Words and adorn my AdQtions, 
that God, Angels, and Men may ce 
the golden Thread of Religion running 
through my Heart and Life in an uniform 


Manner, in all Times, Places, and Sta- 


tions, 


Never let my Devotions break in 
upon any Part of other neceſſary Du- 
ties which I owe to God or Man : The 
great God docs not permit Sacrifice to 
ſtand in the room of Works of Mer- 
Cy, nor will he allow of Robbery for a 
Burnt-offcring. Remember this, O my 


Soul! 


Help me, O my God, to keep up my 
pious Affections to their own C haracter, 
and let them not degenerate into a vi- 
cious 
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suffer not my Zeal againſt Error to 
turn into 
Brother. 
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cious or criminal Temper of Mind. 
Fury againſt a miſtaken 


while I endeavour to cure his unhappy 


Miſtakes by the only Methods which 


Chriſt has appointed, by gentle Rea- 
ſoning, by Arguments drawn from 
Scripture, by the winning Arts of Love 
and Goodneſs, and by carneſt Prayer 
for his Recovery from the Error of 
his Way. Let me watch againſt every 
Inſtance wherein holy Affections may be 

corrupted and turned into Vice or Folly. 
Though I dcfire to have my Paſſions 
deeply tinctured by the Things of 
God, yet I would not live entirely by 
the Efforts of devout Paſſion, nor judge 
of my State and Frame merely by theſe 
Sorts of Emotion. Tis poſlible that 
ſudden Flaſhes of Affection may ſome- 
times deccive our Judgment, and make 
us determine ſuddenly and unjuſtly 
concerning ourſelves and our State 
Godward. Let my Religion and Love 
to God be deeply rooted in the 
Mind, and in the Principles of ſolid 
Know- 


Teach me to pity the Man 
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212 The Avuſe, &c. 
Knowledge; let my W Mill be ſtrongly 

and unchangcably inclined towards God 

and things heavenly, and let my Love 
and Hope, my Deſire, my Sorrow, Th 
and my Joy, be all awake and ingaged K 
in proper Seaſons to promote the divine 4 
Work within mc, and make bleſſed Ad- e 
vances daily toward the World of Per- 
fection. Amen. | 


D 1 S- 


S- 


The aſßeclionate Chriſtian vindica- 


_ Worſhip, 


( 213 ) 
DISCOURSE VL 


ted, and the fincere Soul com fort- 


ed under his Complaints of Dead- 
neſs, & 


TE have ſeen what are the various 


Advantages that may be derived 


from the Exerciſe of the Paſſions in 


the Concerns of Religion, and we have 


taken notice of the Irregularities to 
which they are liable, and have endea- 
vour d to guard againſt the Abuſe of them. 
We proceed now to the % general 
Head of Diſcourſe which was propoſed, 
and that is, fo vindicate the affettio- 
nate Chriſtian from the ui Re- 
proaches of Men in his warme!! Exer- 


ciſes of Love to God and Devotion. 


| Surely one would think there appears 
ſufficient Reaſon for pious Souls to in- 
dulge their moſt lively Affections in 
and that without any Abuſe 

: of 
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of their Reaſon or Abaſement of their 
Religion. Theſe inward Senſations of 
holy Delight, theſe ſecret Joys which 
a Stranger intermeddles not with, 
theſe experimental Parts of Godlineſs 
may be {et in a rational Light, and be 
juſtified to the Underſtanding of Men. 
What is there in all this Account of 


a Chriſtian's Love to God and the re- 


gulated Exerciſe of pious Paſſions, 
that is not agrecable to ſolid Reaſon, 
and to the natural Notions that we 
have of God and our Duty, as well as 
to the brighter Diſcoveries we have by 
divine Revelation? What is there in 
all theſe Workings of a holy Soul, but 
what is rhe juſt and proper Reſult of 
the Nature of Man, as an inferior 
Spirit in the preſent Circumſtances 
of Fleſh and Blood meditating on God 
the infinite and ſupreme Spirit with a 
lively Hope of his Favour and Accep- 
tance ? 
Will the Dei and the Infidel tell 
me, that This is all mechanical Religion, 
the mere Effect of animal Nature, the 
viſionary Scenes of Fancy, and the 
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Chriſtian vindicated, &. 215 
Boilings of a warm Imagination? Will 


they laugh at all this Account, and ſay, 
There's nothing in it but the paſſionate 


Ferments of bleſh and Blood, which we 
miſtake for a reaſonable Religion and 
Worſhip ? I would enter the Liſts with 
them, even upon the Foot of Reaſon, 


and juſtify theſe Senſations of experi- 


mental Chriſtianity by a few plain and 
gradual Steps of Argument. ä 
TT. Is not the great God the Creator 
and ſupreme Governor of all things? Is 
he not the moſt glorious and moſt excel- 
lent Spirit? Is he not a Being of infinite 
Majeſty, of Holineſs, and of Mercy? Is 
he not a God of awful Sovercignty, a 
wiſe Ruler, and righteous judge? Is he 
not kind and compaſſionate toward his 
humble and obedient Creatures? Is he 
not a Fountain of cternal Bleſſedneſs, an 
all-ſathcicnt and everlaſting Good to thoſe 
that ſeck and ſerve him: 1s He not a God 
that hath Terrors to vindicate his Go- 
vernment, and to puniſh thoſe that break 
his Law ? B not this the God that the 
wiſcr and better Sort of Heathens ac- 
knowlcdged, 


„ 3 


* . Ki 1 
”,# \ 
* 0 X 
3 of "= 
, 7 
5 off 1. 
uf _ " N * 
. 
5 1 
| TY * 1 
' \ 
X K 
> , 
4.4 
1 1 
4 s , 
> + 7} " 
« : U 
« 7 . : 
LA 
o 
= „ 43 
4 Þ : i 
» 1 | 
, 
6. d 
1 1 / 
a : * 2 
9 , = { 
Tl Ia if 1 
. 5 wi þ 
: : 
{6.4 F 
: | 0 
+ vw 
. + 18 
* 4 . , 
. 
4 - * 
5 
in 
1x * þ, 1 
aq a | 
= bas 3 
. .- 
A 4 0 
- 400 
4 | 8 * 
[ o 
- 
9 4 . 
T5 * 
3 a 1 # . 
a IT 
\ — 4% 1 
4 "0 
1 OY 4; : 
+; 5 
* 1 
44 
; . ' 
| 2 
* 
/ „ 4 
74 . : Þ 
'Y © as " 
) G 2 
. * | : 
* : f 4 : ' 
r 
73 4 
| 7 „ 
* 
N 1 74 fl 
$2) 7 . 
ö 1 
5 
of . 4 — 
% / us 
| | 
{ 
8 
0 
q % N 4 
— 15 
10 
1 
* 
. 
* 4 " F + 
* a7 ” 
12 1 
7 
1 BY 4 
7 
2 Y 
7 iy : 
| a * 
TM | 
+ 
BK; 5. 
* 
- 
. 


216 The affeftionate 
knowledged, and do acknowledge as 
well as the Chriſtian ? 

2. Is not the Mind of Man made ca- 
pable in ſome Meaſure of knowing this 
God? and are we not bound to acquaint 
ourſelves with him? Is not Man therefore 
bound to get theſe Notions and Ideas of 


the Attributes of God his Maker repre- 


ſented to his Mind in the trueſt, the fair- 
eſt, and the ſtrongeſt Light? or arc the 
fainteſt and the feebleſt Notions of our 
Creator the beſt? Are we not under an 
Obligation tometimes to recollect theſe 
Ideas of God when we come to converſe 
humbly with him? Should we not en- 
deayour to bring them freſh and ſtrong 
into our Memory, and to make his Ma- 
jeſty and his Mercy as it were preſent to 
our Souls by the fulleſt and brighteſt 
Conceptions we can form, when we 
come to worſhip before him, when we 
addreſs him with Prayer for any Blef- 
ſing that we want, or when we praiſe 
him for any Mercies we have received 


from him ? 


3. Ought not this Knowledge, this 


holy Remembrance of God, to influence 


the 
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the other Powers of our Nature? Doth 


not Conſcience itſelf tell the Deiſt 


that his own Sentiments of ſo glorious 


a Deing demand his higheſt Honour, and 
his hambleſt Worſhip : ? Do not his own 
| Thoughts require of him a Bchaviour 
| agrecable to all thoſe high Conceptions 
which he hath of the Perfections of the 
divine Nature! Are not our Minds bound 
to think of him with high Eſteem? Are 
not our Vilis bound to reſolve upon O- 
bedience to this wiſe and holy Governor, 
and to ſubmit with Patience to all his 


Providences? Are not our Eyes made to 


eontemplate his Works, and ought we 


not to give him the Honour "of his 


| Wiſdom and Power that formed this 
World of Wonders which our Eyes be- 
hold: And are not our Tongues obliged 
to ſpeak honourably of him, and to ren- 
der him a juſt Revenue of Praiſe? Is it 
not our Duty to offer the Tribute of 
! our Lips in thankfulneſs for a thouſand 
! Bleſſings we receive from his Bounty and 


Beneficence? 


4. Are not our Paſi ons or Affections 
a particular Power of human Nature that 
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owes God ſome Honour as well as the 
3 and Will, the Eyes and 


the Tongue ? Were not theſe affectio- 
nate Powers made to be excited by 


Thoughts of the Mind, and ro be cx- 


erciſed agrecably to the Judgment and 
Conſcience? Or are the Paſſions the 
only Powers of our Nature that owe no 
Homage to the God that made them, 
and muſt not be employed in his Ser- 
vice ? ? 

Many of the Affections are pleaſi ng 
to Nature in their various Exerciſes, 
and can they not have leave to be em- 
ployed in Piety? Muſt Religion be made 
ſo dry and taſtcleſs, and melancholy a 
Thing as to forbid all Plcaſurc ? Have 
we not Permiſſion to love God the molt 
amiable Spirit, whoſe Pertections and 
Glories ſurpaſs all created Beings? Muſt 
we never take Delight in God, the Au- 
thor of our Nature, and the Source of 
cternal Bleſſedneſs? Is Religion the on- 
ly thing whence all pleaſing Affection 
muſt be for ever baniſhed and excluded ? 
And muſt I with-hoid all theſe pleaiant 
and Powerful Senſations of Nature from 

inter- 


4 
* 
8 
1 
] 
3 
1 
Eo 
F 
T 
| 


= e . 


15 the 
'F and 
fectio- 


ed by 


be ex- 


it and 
15 the 
e no 
them, 
is Ser- 


leaſing 
erciſes, 
be em- 
e made 
choly a 
? Have 
e molt 
ns and 
2 Muſt 
ne Au- 


irce of 


1e On- 
ffection 
cluded ? 
plcatant 
re from 

inter- 


Chriſtian vindicated, &c. 219 


intermingling with the Things of God? 
Hath my wiſe and merciful Creator 


given me ſuch a Faculty as Admiration, 
and may I admire the Heavens and the 
Earth, the Fiſhes, the Beaſts, and the 


Birds, and not admire that all-wiſe and: 


almighty Being that made me and them? 
May I lay out my Wonder on any thing 


or on cvery Thing beſides the great God, 
| who created all theſe Wonders? Hath he 
formed my Soul to delight and love, 
and hath he confined theſe ſweet and 


pleaſurable Capacitics only to be em- 
ployd about Creatures, when the Cre- 


| ator himlelf is infinite and ſupreme in 
* Lovelineſs ? Will not this moſt amiable 
of Beings expect that I ſhould love him- 


ſelf, and give me leave to make him my 


Delight? Is it lawful for me to fear a 


Lion or an Adder, a Whirlwind, © 
Flaſh of Lightning, and may I not in- 
dulge a holy and ſolemn Dread of that 


glorious Bcing that made Lightnings and 


Whirlwinds, Adders and Lions, and has 
unknown Thunders in reſerve for pro- 
fane Sinners? Doth he give me leave to 
mourn and weep for the Loſs of my 
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Eaſe or my Health, or my Friends, and 
may | never indulge my Sorrow to a- 
riſe for all my multiplied Offences a- 
gainſt his Law, my former Rebellions 
againſt his Government, and my Retu- 
fals of his Grace? 

Thus far I have begg'd Leave for the 
Paſſions to affi;t Religion, and I think 
Reaſon gives an ample Permiſſiun. But 
I may riſe to bolder Language here, and 
pronounce my Argument with ſtronger 
Force, if I ſhould reſume the firſt Part 
of this Head of Reaſoning, and make 
all theſe Inquiries turn upon the Point 
of Obligation and Duty. Since 1 know 
this G od to be infinite in Goodnels, and 
the Author of all my Comforts, am I 
not bound to love him with all my 
Strength, and with al! my Soul? If he 
is a Being of ſovercign Power, Holt 
neſs, and Juſtice, ought I nor always to 
fear before him, and to gricve heartily 
that I have offended againſt his holy 
Laws? Is it not my Duty to mourn ior 
Sin, and to be aſhamed of my unnatu- 
ral and unreaſonable Conduct? and doth 
not „59 requite that I ſhould rejoice be- 
fore 
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fore him with Thankfulneſs, when I 


have ſome Hope that he hath accepted 

my Submiſſion, pardoned my Sin, and 

holds me in tis Favour and Love? 
But let me procced yet further in this 


Argument, and ſay, Have not my Pat- 


ſions themſelves been too often engaged 
in Folly and Sin? and muſt they do ro- 
thing fer the Intereſts of Religion and 
Virtue ? Hath not the gre:t and bleſſed 
God bcen affronted and diſhonoured by 
theſe warm and ad ive Powers of my Na- 
ture, and may not he make ſome Re- 


priſals on them, by leading them captive 
by his Grace, and devoting them to his 
own Service? Muſt the Paſſions Which 


have been deſiled with ſo much Iniquity, 


and which have helped to dcfite the 


Soul, never be refined? ncver be ſancti— 
ficd? never attempt to reſtore that J rti- 
bute of Honour and Obedience to the 
great God, of which they have long de- 
trauded him? Have I /oved Vanity? have 


delighted in Sin? has my Defire, my 


42 and my Jay, been heretofore em- 
p loyed on criminal Objects? and muſt 
theſe Affections of Deſire and — 
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of Love and Delight, be forbid to 1 
ſue Objects divine and heaven ly, and be 
for ever excluded from all pious Imp:oy- 
ment? Have 1 2r/eved for the Lots of a 
ſinful Pleature, or cen azgry with my 
Brother and cated him wi id Data Cauſe ; 
ani oht not to rin te Stream of 
my //rath and Hatred ag inſt my Sins, 
and to give u Looſe to the Paſſion of 
Grief, and picus Sorrow tor my guilty 
Echaviour towards God and Man? Are 
the ſe Facn'itics of my Nature capable of 
finning only, and incapable of prac- 
tiſing Virtue and Goodneſs? Or is it 
not lawful to attempt to employ them 
in the Service of Religion! 

Let the Deiſts, and the Men of cold 
Phiicſoy! why tcl me, that Virtue and Pic- 
ty, an! Goodneſs, conſiſt only in ſublime 
Ideas of Cod, and in a Will devoted to 
him; and that it is only the pure At- 
fectious of the Mind or Spirit, that are 
to be exetcited toward God and Reli- 
gion; but the Motions of Fleſh and 
Blood muſt have nothing to do here, 
nor Paſſions of the Animal have any 
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Part or Sharc in the Religion of the 


Man. 
To ſuch Objectors I would reply 


thus; 


5. Is it poſſible that the pureſt Aﬀec- 
tions can be exerted in any vigorous 
Efforts in our preſent State of Morrali- 
ty, but Fleſh and Blood will feel and fol- 
low them a little? Can theſe ſublime 
Ideas of the bleſſed God, and theſe pure 
and ſpiritual Aﬀections be raiſed to any 
high Degree, but the Powers and Paſ- 
ſions of animal Nature will be ſuitably 
touched and moved, at leaſt in ſome 
Degree according to the natural Tem- 
per? All Perſons : are not equally capable 
of warm Affection, and vigorous Fer- 
ments of Blood: But there is not a Son 
or Daughter of Adam, without ſome 
Degree of theſe natural Emotions. They 
have been felt by wiſe and holy Men, 
that have lived in all Ages of the World; 
and it muſt be ſo, in ſome Meaſure, 


while we are ſuch a Compolition of 


Fleſh and Spirit. 
I grant, indeed, that ſome ſuch ah 


and indiftercnt Worſhippers as can make 
ih S this 


224 The affectionase 
this Objedtion, whoſe Religion conſiſts 
only in a philoſophical Thought of the 
great God, and a devout Wiſh perhaps 
Once in a Week or two, may not fecl 
any of theſe ſenſible Effects in anime] 
Nature. Thoſe alſo may be excepted 
who are brought up in a mere Round of 
Forms, and never lay their Prayers, but 
at the Sound of a Bell, and a publick 
Hour; I except allo thoſe Popiſh Devo- 
tees, who mutter over their Latin 
Service, their Pater-Noſfters, and Ave- 
Marias by Tale, and drop their Beads, 
to count their Prayers right, and to ſe- 
cure themſelves from miſtaking the Num- 
ber. All theſe Sorts of Worſhippers 
may join in the ſame Opinion, and te- 
nounce their Affections in their Reli- 
gion, and that for this Reaſon, becauſe 
they have not Religion enough to em- 
ploy them. But where a conſtant and 
ſupreme Love to God is the real Spring 
that moves us to our Duties, the reſt | 
of the natural Paſſions will have ſome | 
correſpondent Shaie in the Work. And | 
it is a very falſe way of judging for theſe | 
Kinds of Pcople, to compare all Men 

with 
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with themſelves, and make their cold 
Indifference, and their lazy Practice the 
ſtanding Model of the Religion of all 
Mankind. 

Let us ſuppoſe for once, that we were 
confincd to the mere Religion of Na- 
tare; hath it not been ſufficiently proved 
that Reaſon and the Light of Nature 
provide for the Paſſions "ſome Share of 


| Impioyment, even in natural Religion? 


And it is to be feared, that it is not 
merely the Unbeltef of Chriſtianity, but 
the want of ſerious inward Religion of 
any Kind that inclines the Infidels of our 
Age, to oppoſe and ridicule the Exer- 
Ils not the 
Book of Pſalms a noble and ſublime 
Collection of Lyric Poeſy? Are nor ſe- 
veral Parts of theſe ſacred Odes confined 
to {:ch Notions and Practices in Reli- 


gion, as the Light of Nature and Rea- 


ſon dictates? Now if theſe Perſons had 
truc Piety at Hcart, one would think 
they ſhould rejoice in theſe ſprightly and 
and ule them as a 
Help to raile their Souls to God their 
Crcator in Love and Praiſe, Will they 
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226 The affetionate | 
make this Excuſe, that the Language is 
too warm, too much animated and pa- 
thetic, that there is too much of the 
Beauty of Metaphor, too many bright 


Images that ſtrike powerfully upon the 


Paſſions, whereas the Religion of Na- 
ture, in their Opinion, is a more calm 
and ſedate Thing: Surely it is much to 
be feared and ſuſpected, that their Pray- 
ers and their Praiſes, and all their Pre- 


tences to Picty, will go but a littic way 


to raiſe their Souls to Heaven, when 
their Modes of Worſhip cannot bear the 
Language ef ſuch devout Affection, and 
admit of no Elevations above calm Idcas 
aud ſedate Indolence. 

But I return to my Vindication of 
the affectionate Chriſlian 
Exerciſes of devout Paſſion. 
1 might proceed much farther on this 
Point, and ſay, when the Effecions are 
impreſt and awakened to a powerful Ex- 
erciſe by divine Truths, will rot theſe 
lively Powers nave a facther nd a reflex- 
ive Influence on the Mind and the Mill? 
Do they not ſenſibly imprets the Idcas of 
divine Things with much ſtronger Force 
on 


in his warmeſt 


: 
1 
5 
4 
5 
A 


age is 
1d pa- 
of the 
bright 
1 the 
f Na- 
calm 
ich to 
r Pray- 
r Pre- 
C way 
when 
car the 
1, and 
n [dcas 


on of 


"arm ett 


en this 
"NS are 
ful Ex- 
theſe 
reflex- 
> Wall? 
dcas of 
r Force 

ON 


*— $5: r 4 . ad oe TOY TI PE SAY, "5 Ne. 54.5 . r 


Cho iſtian vindicated, &c. 227 
on the Mind? Do they not ſet all the 


Affairs of Religion in a more lovely and 
attractive Light? Do they not confirm 
the Will in all its holy Reſolutions fot 


God and Heaven ? Have they not often 


been found to flamp divine Things on 
the Memory and Conſcience, with more 
laſting Efficacy? Do not the devout Pat- 
ſions awaken the latent Images of Fancy, 
and dreſs all the Chambers of the Soul 
with divine Ideas and Ornaments? And 
have they not by this Means aſſiſted the 


Soul to maintain its conſtant Converſe 
with Hcaven ? Is it not in the Power of 


the ſacred Paſſions to raiſe and brighten 


the Language of the Tongue, as "well 
as command the Tears of the Eye-lids, 


and the Smiles of the Countenance ? 
Are not our Hope and our Fear given 
us to be living Spurs to Duty, and 
wakeful Guards again Temptation and 


Di ſobedience; and do they not often 


employ the Hands and tlie Feet, direct 
tac Eycs, and awaken the Voice? Will 
not hl Love and Joy give a lively and 
pleaſing Motion to the Blood and Spi- 
rits? And the Hope of having Sin for- 


K 6 given, 
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given, and our Souls made for cver 
happy, excite a thoutand Pleaſirres in 
human Nature? Will it not fill the Soul 
with Overflowings of Gratitude, and 
make the Lips abound in Expreſſions of 
Foy and Praiſc? And will not theſe 
be attended with a peaceful and pleaſing 
Aſpect, and eſtabliſh a ſweet Screnity in 
the Heart and Eyes? and all concur to 
maintzin Religion in the Power and rhe 
Joy of it? 

_ Chriſtians, be not afraid of profeſſing 
the Pleaſures of Religion, Thete Men 
of pretended Reaton arc vanquiſhed at 
their own Weapons, when they dare 
deride your Converſe with Ged, and 


Devotions. Be ye convinced therefore, 
and be eſtabliſhed in this Truth, that it 
is not the warmeſt Exerciſe of our Af- 
fections, that can be ridiculous in Reli- 
gion, when they are excited by a juſt 
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then it is the Paſſions are juſtly cenſured, 
when they are indulged to Raptures in 
the Confuſion and Darkneſs of the 
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Tumulr in the Twilight of the Under- 
ſtanding, or when they are raiſed high 
by mere Enthuſiaſm, and the Viſions of 
Fancy, without the ſolid Foundation of 
Knowledge and Judgment to ſupport 
them, 2s I have ſhewn 1n a foregoing 
Diſcourſe. 

Give Diligence therefore, O my 
Friends, to improve in the Knowledge 


of Cod the Father, and in the Goſpel 


of our Lord eus Chriff ! Maintain 


your humble Converſe with Heaven, la- 
bour and ſtrive in Meditation and Prayer 
till you get near the Seat of Cod, and 
find (weet Acceſs to his Throne through 


the Blood of CV riſi and the Aids of the 


bleſſed Spirit: Awaken all the Sp:ings 
of holy Love and divine Joy. Theſe 
facred Picaſures will animate you to 
every Duty; will be a Guard to your 
Souls againſt Temptation, and g've you 
Courage to ſtand the Ridicule of an un- 
believing Age: Theſe divine Refreſh- 
ments, like the heavenly Manna, will 
ſupport your Spirits through all the Wil- 
derneſs, and make your Travels eaſy 


and delightful: Theſe will lead you on 
with 
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with Joy to the promiſed Land, and _ 
prepare you to dwell for ever with that en. 
God with whom you have here en- 


7 
joyed to long and bleſſed a Correſpon- 55 
dence. | an 

We proceed now to the A. Gene- Io 
ral. yC 

Sincc it appears to be a Matter of lu 
ſuch Importance to have the Affections of 
engaged in the Affairs of Religion, tome G 
humble and ſincere Souls may be ready 8 
to pronounce hard Things concerning c 
themſelves, and conclude they have no a0 
true Religion, becauſe they feel = J 


Aﬀe&ions but little mwovd : We 9 
pos d therefore, that the „f N Ef 
Head of Diſcourſe ſhoutd offer tome || t 
Coriotations to fuch honeſt and hum- 1 
ble Chrijtiar: who endeavour to love N 
and jerve the Lord their God with all | 
ho Powers, but fiud very little of 

this Exerciſe of the prous Paſſions in 

Compariſon with what others feel. Let 
me addreis ſuch Perſons as theſe in the 
following Manner. 
1. Since you doubt whether you love 
God with all your Heart, . e. with 


your 
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i, and your warmeſt Affections, ſearch and 
h that enquire with holy Fear and with the 
e en- greater Diligence, whether you love him 
eſpon- with all your Mind, with all your Soul, 
9 and with all your Strength. Do you 
Gene- love him Wwith all your Mind? Have 

you the higheſt Eſteem of him in your 


er of [Judgment as the moſt excellent and beſt 

ctions of Beings, and as your only: ſufficient 

tome Good? Do you love him with all your 

ready Soul? Have you choſen him for your : 
rning cternal Portion, both in this World | 
> =o and that which is to come? Is your f 
their Ill firmly reſolved for God and Reli- i 
pro- gion? Are you linccrely willing to 
cral forſake cycry Sin and to return to God, ö 
{ome to give up yourſelf to him as your Lord | 
ham and Ruler, and receive him as your | 
love | God and reconciled Father, according 
) all to the Diſcoveries of his Grace in Chr:/? 

e of ' Feſis? Do you love him <@w th all your 
S 72 | Strength? Do you deſire to obey and 

Let | ferve him all your Days? Do you wor- 


the | ſhip him with holy Diligence, and pro- 
' mote his Honour in the World, accord- 
iove ing to the utmoſt of your Capacity? | 
with | If 4 


your 
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If you find theſe Things wrought in 
you, and done by you, you have abun- 
dant Reaſon to take Comfort in this E- 
vidence of your CHriſtianity. Where 
the Mind and Will are ſincerely ingaged 
on the ſide of God and Religion in this 


Manner, the Love of the Heart is not 


utterly wanting; the Affections muſt be 
in ſome mecature ſanQified, though per- 
haps you may not feel o frequent, ſo 
powerful, and ſo lively an Exerciſe of 
them as other Chriſtians may enjoy. 
Theſe Things are a better Proof of true 


Faith and real Picty, than a ſudden Flaſh 


of Affection can be, where theſe more 
ſteady Operations ot the Mind and fill 
are wanting. 


. Tho Fall the Sons and Daughters 
of Adam have ſome Degrees of Paſſion 


in their very Frame and Nature, yet 
remember that the Temper of all Men 
Conſider 
now and enquire whether your Temper 
has ſo much of theſe affectionate Prin- 
ciples wrought in it as ſome of your 
Neighbours may poſſeſs: There are ſome 
of a much calmer and more ſedate Con- 
ſtitution; 
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flitutionz their Paſſions of Deſire and 
Joy, of Fear and Hope, of Sorrow and 
Anger, are ſeldom moved {bout carthly 
Things; ; and then it is no Wonder that 
they are not ſenſibly impreſſed with 
things heavenly. God requires no more 
than he gives; where he has wrought 
theſe pathetick Principles in the Con- 
ſtitution, he requires tte W of them 
in the things of Religion: But where 
Perſons are of a more di paſſionate and a 
calmer Frame, there God will require leſs 
of the ſenſible Exercites of Affection in 
the Chriſtian Life. 2 Cor. viii. 12. there 
be a willing Mind, tis accepted according 
to what a Man has, and not according 
to what he has not. 

I confefs if you have warm and lively 
Paſſions for all other things, and none 
at all for God and Religion and heavenly 
Objects; if your Fear, Joy, Sorrow, and 
Deſire are vigorous in their Emotions, 
and are immediately raiſed by the Affairs 
and Occurrences of this Life, and yet 
lie always aſleep with regard to divine 
Things, tis a very bad Sign indeed, and 


has a very unfavourable Aſpect on the 
Cafe 
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Caſe of your Soul: For where much 15 
given, much ſtall be required, Luke xiv. 


III. Conſider what is your preſent 
Stage of Life: Are you in the Flower 
of Touth, & hen all the Poteers of Na- 
ture are active, when the Paſſions are 
warm and lively Or are you in the 


Decay of Nature, and on the Verge of 


Life? Is old Are rome upon you, or 
is it already come, © ten the animal 
Powers are weakened, when the Opera- 
tions of Fieſh and Blood are more lan- 
guid? An old Man cannot have thoſe 
lively Paſſions and Appetites with re- 
2a'd to ſenſible things as belong to the 
Years of Youth and the Vigour of Na- 
ture. Old Bargillai could not fcel his 
Deſires awakened and tempted to dwell 
at Court by all the Diſhes of a Royal 


Table, or the ſprightly Muſick, or the 


rich en there, 2 Sam. xix. 
35. And therefore tis no wonder if 
the devout Paſſions be then more languid 
and unmoved. An aged Chriſtian may 
have the moſt fixcd Reſolution for God, 
and the firmeſt Principles of Picty rooted 

in 


ach ts 
ke xiv. 


reſent 


{ower 
f Na- 
are 
in the 
ge of 
you, or 
animal 
Ipera- 
re lan- 
> thole 
th re- 
to the 
of Na- 
fcel his 
| dwcil 
Royal 
or the 
. XIX. 
nder if 
languid 
an may 
x God, 
rooted 

in 


Chriſtian vindicated, &c. 235 
in his Soul, he may do much Service for 
God, and in this Senſe ma; #Heuriſh and 
bring forth Fruit in old Age, and may 
have great Advancements in real Godli— 
nets, though there may be few lucn ſenſi⸗ 
ble Evidences of it given to himſelf or to 
his Neighbours in the lively Motion of 
his pathetick Powers. 

But on the other hand ttis a very fad 
and melancholy Symptom it the evil 
Paſſions of Covetoutnciz, of Anger, of 
Revenge, of Envy, reign and exett them- 
ſelves with Violence in old Age, while 
there is little or nothing of warm Affec- 
tion exerciſed in the things of Religion. 

IV. Let humble and /incere Chriſtians 
remember alſo for their Encouragement, 
that _ ſpiritual Things may be the 
chief O 7475 of our Hope and Deſire, 

yet our Paſſions may not always be 572 
powerfully impreſs'd by them as they are 
b ſenſible and carnal! Things, and the 
Reaſon is becauſe they are ſpiritual and 
inviſible. 

The Paſſions which are wrought into 
our preſent Frame, belong partly to animal 
Nature as well as to the Mind; and there- 


fore 
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fore the things of Senſe are nearer akin 
to them: They touch and ſtrike our Paſ- 
ſions ſooner, and awaken them to more 
Vixacity and engage them with more Ve— 
hemence than things which are unſeen. 
The Paſt; ons are certain Principles in Man 
which depend much on Fleſh and Blood ; 
and there tore they are more naturally im- 
preſled by things that ſtrike our Eyes and 
our Ears, and by them find a Way to 
our Hearts. Iis pcilible that God and 
Heaven may be really more beloved than 
Men and rhis Earth, though the animal 


may not be ſo ſenſible and vehement in 
their Operations toward ſpiritual abſent 
and future Objects, as toward things 
preſent and (cnfible. There is not there- 
fore ſufficient Ground to conciude that 
we do not love God above Creatures, 


we do about God himſelf: And indeed 


this Spring of Conlolation, a Multitude 
of Chriſtians would be ready to give 


Powers of joy, Hope, Fear and Deſire, 


becaufe we fomctimes feel the more paſ- 
ſionate Exerciſes and Commotions of 
Fleſn and Blood about Creatures than 


were it not for this reaſonable Salvo, 


them- : 
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themſelves up to deſpair; and I doubt 
there would be very few of us who 
would not have Reaſon to ſuſpect the 
Truth and Power of our inward Reli- 


gion. 

x Yet I cannot conclude without this 
Obſcrvaric 'n in the laſt Place, that V bat 
F our 
Love to God may be derived from the 
high Eſteem of him in our Minds, and 


| the Attachment of our Wills to him, 


yet theſe Evidences and Comforts will 
be greatly brighten'd and encreas'd by 


feeling the affectionate Love of God in 
the Heart. 


with all the Mind and with all the Soal, 


To love the Lord our God 
and with all rhe Strength, becomes more 
glorious hen it ee the affection- 
ate Powers of the Heart to Join in the 


Practice of Religion, 


'Tis granted, that the were Flaſhes of 
ſudden paſſion i in a devout Moment with- 
out a ſettled ſupreme Eſteem of God in 
the Mind, withoat a hem Attachment 
of the Vill to him, and careful Obedi- 
ence to his Commands, will yield but 
ſmall and feeble Conſolation in a Time 

ot 
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238 The aſfectionate 
of Trial and Inquiry: The Hearers who 


receive the IWord like Seed in ſtony 
Ground are ſaid te receive it with Foy, 


but their Religion was but a Flaſh ; it 


endured but for a ſhort Seaſon ; it ſprung 


up on a ſudden and quickly wither'd 

Grand it had no Root in the Undcr- 
ſtanding and the Will, Mat. xiii. 20, 21. 
Yet tis better, infinitely better to find 
and feel that we love God with all our 
Powers; we ſhould therefore uſe all 
proper Methods to ſtir up our drowzy 
Affections, and ingage them in divine 
things, that we may live in the Pleaſures 
of Godlineſs as well as in the Power of 


it, and have our Hopes riſing high and 


approaching to the Joys of Heaven while 
we dwell here on Earth. What theſc 
proper Methods are, whereby the devout 
Paſſions may be raiſed, will be the Sub- 
ject of our next Enquiry. 
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MEDITATION. 


Is ſtrange that any Perſon ſhould 
cavil againſt the Exerciſe of the 
warmeſt Affections of Man in the Things 
that relate to the great God, and in Mat- 


ters of our own immortal Intereſt. Tis 


ſtrange to hear any Diſpute ariſe againſt 
the Ingagement of our ſtrongeſt and 
moſt ſprightly Powers in the Service of 


the beſt of Beings, and our eternal Friend, 


them tell me, © Tis mere animal Nature 


[4 
Li 


O may I know him, and love him, and 


fear him, and delight in him, as be- 


comes a Creature to fear and to love a 
God, 2. e. in a ſupreme Degree. In vain 
ſhall the World affault mc with their 
keeneſt Reproaches, in vain ſhall a ban- 
tcring and godleſs Age attempt to laugh 


me out of Countenance for indulging 


the divine Senſations of Religion. Let 


* and the Caprices of Flcſh and Blood ;” 


let them charge me with Enthuſiaſtical 


EDT. 


3 and feveriſh Heats of Religion, 1 
dare pronounce boldly in the Face of 


| Ridicule and Scout, that the prudent 


affcc- 
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affectionate CHriſtian in his devouteſt 
Hours docs nothing beneath th? Dignity 
of Realon, nor unbecoming the Cha- 
racter of on Witelt of Men. I have 
Davla and the Prophets, I have Chriſt 
and his p. 2.09 ingaged on this Side of 
the Qicition by their own Practice, and 
I ſhali cunt it my Honour to be an hum- 
ble Imitator of ſuch bleſſed Patterns. 
O may 1 find the ſecret Joys of reli- 
vious Retirement; Joys which a Stran- 
ger intermeddales not with ! May 1 feel 
ſome pious Affection animating me to 
all the Duties of the CYriſtian Life! 
May 1 (ce myſelf riſing high above carthly 
Things with holy Contempt, mounting 
as on Eagles Wings toward Heaven; 
and then l ſhall not be frighted nor diſ- 
coutaged at all the Arrows of Reproach 
that arc ſhot againſt me. The afſectionate 
Chriſtian has much morc Reaſon on his 
Side than all thoſe indolent Worſhippers. 
thoſe dry and joyleſs Creatures, thoſe 
cold Pretenders to Religion, who have 
renounced their Affections in the Things 
of God, and creep on at a low and gro- 
veling rate, feeding only on ſome natural 


Truths 


* n 


row 
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Truths and Speculations without Life, 
Power or Plealure. 

But if I find my natural Temper has 
very little of the pathetick Compoli- 
tion in it, and that my Affections by Na- 
ture are not ſo vigorous as thoſe of my 
Neighbour; if 1 feel the more vehement 


| Efforts of Love and Fear and holy Sor- 


row and pious Pleaſure fink and decline, 
through the Decay of Nature or grow- 
ing Age, I will comfort myſcif with 
this, that tis the Deſire of my Soul to 
have all its Powers and Paſſions ingaged 
for God in their moſt vital and aQtive 
Exerciſes. 


If at any Time I am fo unhappy as to 


feel my Affections exert themlelves in a 
more vigorous Manner towards the Ob- 


jects of Fleſh and Senſe whichare preſent, 


than they do toward Things abſent, Divine 
and Heavenly, I would mourn over the 
| Frailty of human Nature in this preſent 
State, where we are ſo much attached to 
the Things of this Body. I will endea- 
vour through divine Grace 79 love the 


Lord my Grd with all my Mind, and 


with all my Soul, to raite him higher 
L in 
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242 The aßfectionate, &c. 
in the Eſteem of my Judgment, to 


cleave to him more firmly by a reſolute 


Bent of my Mill, to abide. daily with 


him, and live upon him as my all- ſuffi. 


cient and everlaſting Good, that I may 
attain ſome comfortable Eſtabliſhment 
in the Hope of his Love: And when my 
Fleſh and Heart, and all my animal 
Powers ſhall fail me, I may (till rejoice 
in having God for my God, who will 
be the Strength of my Heart, the Life 


of my Spirit, and my Portion for ever. 


Amen. 
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DISCOURSE VII. 
Means of exciting the devout Af- 
fections. 
7E arc now come to the laſt 


Thing deſigned in theſe Dit- 
courſes, and that is, to propole a few 


proper Met hods hereby the Affections 
of Nature may be awakend and em- 
ploy'd in the Chriſtian Life. Take them 


in the following Order. 85 

I. See to it that the leading and ruling 
Faculties of the Soul, (via) the Under- 
ſtanding and the Will, be deeply and 


firmly engaged in Religion. Let the 


Mind be well turniſhed with divine 
Knowledge, and the Will be as reſolutely 
bent for God and Hcaven. 

Where the Underſtanding has but 3 
poor and ſcanty Furniture of the Things 
of God, the pious Affections will have 
the fewer Springs to raiſe them: And it 
our Ideas of divine Things are obſcure 
and confuſed, our Paſſions are in great 

L 3 danger 
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danger of running wildly aſtray, and 
of being led away by cvery Dcluſion. 
Seck therctore not only a large and plen- 
tcous Acquaintance with the Things of 
God, but cndeavour (as far as poſſible) 
to get clear and diſtin Conceptions of 
them, that the pious Paſſions may have 
ſolid Ground whence to take thcir 
Riic. 
And then let your Will be ſteadily ſet 
for God without Weakneſs or Wavering. 
If the Reſolves and Purpoſes of the Heart 
be feeble and doubtful, the Affections 
will never riſe to any high Degree in a 
regular or laſting Manner. 
But I have ſaid ſo much on theſe Points 
that I ſhall not enlarge here. If the 
Mind and Will are ſanQify'd, tis cer- 
tain, according to the very Frame of 
our Natures, that the Paſſions will in 
ſome Degree follow the Influence of 
theſe governing Faculties. Why is it 
our Paſſions are fo ſuddenly alarmed and 
ſo warmly influenced by the Things of 
this World? "Tis becauſe our Minds 
have too high a Value for them, our 
Wills are too much attached to them, 
we 
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ſure is, the Heart will be alſo : The 


and Hopes, our Sorrows, Joys, and Re- 


and Hcaven our Inheritance, and our 
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we place our Happineſs too much in 
them. Matth. vi. 21. Here the Trea- 


Hcart with all its Paſſions. Why arc 
our Deſires, our Longings, our Fears, 


ſentment ſo keen, and ſo intenſe about 
the things of Life? Tis becauſe theſe 
things are too much eſteemed as our Trea- 
ſure, our Portion, our Inheritance. If 
God be our Portion, Chri/# our Life, 


Home, then our Afections will be ſet 
on the things that are above, where 
Chriſt is at the Right-hand of God. 
II. Engage the moſt powerful and 
governing Paſſion for God, that is, the 
Paſſion of Love: All the Train of Af- 
fections will obey its ruling Power and 
Influence, they will all follow its Mo- 
tions and ſovereign Dictates, as was made 
cvident in the ſecond Diſcourſe on this 
Subject. And we have ſhewn you be- 
fore, that in order to excite divine Love 
in our Hearts, we muſt meditate fre- 
quently on theſe Things, (vs.) what the 
great and bleſſed God is in himſelf, 

L 3 what 


246 Means of exciting 
hat he has done for us, what he daily 
docs for us, and what he has promiſed 
to do, both in this Life, and the Life to 
come, | 
Never be cafy, or at reſt, therefore, il 
vou find your Love to God flag and lan- 
guſh; for then the other Affections will 
grow cold and Jifelefs in Religion. Take 
all Opportunities to warm your Heart 
with this ſacred Paſſion, and to re-kin- 
dle the Fire of divine Love within 


you, when at any Time you find it de- 


clining, 
III. Hatch carefully againſt the too 


ffrong Attachment of your Aﬀettions to 


Creatures: Remember that this World 
is at Enmity with God, James iv. 4. 
If any Man love this World, the Lowe 
of the Father is not in him, 1 john ii. 
15. Where the Love of the Vorld is 
habitually prevalent, he Love of God 
15 not found; for God is the ſupreme 


Good, and the moſt lovely of Beings, 


and he counts that Loye as nothing 
which is not ſupreme. No Man can 
ſerve two Maſters. Jon cannot ſerve 
God and Mammaon ; i. e. The true God, 

PS and 


{cd 


and carnal Pleaſure. 


and Appcetites, 
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and the God of Riches: And we may 
fay by the ſame Rule, you cannot love 
the true God, and the God of Honour 
and Ambition, or the God of Scntuality 
A God carrics a 
ſupreme Idea, and demands all the 
Soul. 

Not only unlawful Objects, and ſinſul 
Pleaſſires, bat even ſenſible Delights, 


Poſſeſlions, and Enjoyments, which are 


lawful, take too faſt hold on the Heart, 


and draw it away from God. Remember 
that the Creatures around you have this 
Advantage, that while God is 4 Spirit, 


an unſeen Being, the Creatures are ever 


ſtriking upon your Eyes or Ears ; they are 
ever making their Court to our Senſes 
and have a thouſand 
Ways to infiouate themſelves into the 
Heart. The World, and the flattering 
Enjoyments of ir, are ſuited to work 
upon Fleſh and B! 00d, and to draw off 
the Soul from God its Centre and its 
Reſt : They are ever near at hand on all 


Occaſions, and they are ready ſometimes 


to fay, here is your God? Keep your 
God therefore always near you, and 


L +: watch 


= 


— 


| 
: 
: 
: 
: 


248 Means of exciting 

watch againſt the pleaſing Flattery of allur- 
ing Creatures, Jeſt your Heart cleave too 
tuft to them, and be thereby divided from 
your God. 

Amdilt all the endearing Relations and 
cnga2ing Buſineſſes of Life, ſmgle your 
ſelves (as much as poſſible) for God, and 
let not many Things dwell too near 
your Soul, leſt you loſe the Sight of your 
heavenly Father, and the pleaſing Senia- 
tions of his Love. Where the Love of 
tenſible Things prevails, it draws with 
it all the long Train of Hopes and 
Fears, of Deſires, Joys and Sorrows ; 


and keen Retenrments. Thus the affec- 
tionate Powers of Nature are carnalizd, 
are tinctured deep with the Things of 
Ear:h, and become too much eſtranged 
from God and Heaven. 

Whenſoever you find a tempting 
Creature taking too faſt hold of your 
Paſſions, ſet a Guard of ſacred Jealouſy 
upon it ; keep your Heart at a holy Dit- 
tance from that Creature, Ieſ it twine 
about your inmoſt Powers, and draw 


Duty 


of painful Heart-achs, and fond Wiſhes, 


tkem off from thcir Allegiance and 
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Duty to God your Creator. The Love of 
God is a Flower of divine Original, 


and of the Growth of Paradiſe ; if the 


Holy Spirit has planted it in your Heart, 
let not any other Love be planted too 
near it, nor too much nouriſhed, leſt 
it draw away the vital Moiſture, and 
cauſe the Love of God to languiſh and 


wither. 


IV. Be not flight and careleſs in ſe- 


cret R-ligion. Let private Devotion, 


Reading, Meditation, Prayer, have a 
proper Share of your Time allotted them. 


In pious Retirements you may indulge 
all the holy Paſſions with much greater 
Freedom: You may there give a Looſe 
to all the devout Affections of the Soul 
in their warmeſt Exerciſes and Expreſ- 
ſtons: You may ſay a thouſand Things 


to God in ſecret which are not proper 


for publick Worſhip: You may pour 
out your Souls before him in the ſtrongeſt 
and moiſt pathetick Sentiments of holy 
Deſire and divine Joy: You may tell 
him all the inward Pains of your Con- 
ſcience, the ſecret Anguiſh and Shame 
of your Heart, becauſe of your paſt Of- 

L $ fences 5 
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fences 3 you may ſigh deeply, and bluſh 
before him, and diſſolve your Eyes into 
Tears: You may tell him in ſecret how 
intenſe are your Deſires to taſte and be 
aſſured of his Love, and to be formed 
aſter his Image: You may rejoice in his 
Sight with pious Exultations and Tri- 
umph, in hope of his eternal Preſence 
in the Upper World. Such Exerciſes as 


theſe will keep all the Paſſions in an 


habitual! Practice of Religion, and main- 
tain in ward Piety in the Life and Power 
of it. 

V. Converſe much with thoſe Parts 
of our holy Religion, and with thoje 
Books of Scripture, which are ſuited t 


awaken your warmeſi Affections. 


Let your Thoughts take Occaſion from 
the various Occurrences in Nature and 
Providence, to meditate on the glorious 
Perfections of God, the Wonders of his 
Wiſdom in contriving the ſeveral Parts 
of the Creation, ſo happ: ly fitted to an- 


(wer his great Peſigns. Think on his 


amazing Power, that could form all 
Things by his Word, and bring a whole 
World into Being at his Will, Awaken 


your 
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your Souls, to admire the wide-ſpreading 
Influence of his Soverezgnty and Govern- 
ment, who manages the immenſe Affairs 
of the upper and the lower Worlds, the 
Naiions of Men, and the Armies of An- 
gels; and yet extends his Care to every 
one of us in particular, and even to the 
meaner Figures of Flies and Worms. 
Think on the infinite Extent of his Know: 
Zedge, that he is acquainted not only 
with every Creature he has made, buf 
with every Thought that paſſes througl. 
our Hearts, with all our moſt ſecret Ac. 


tions and Purpoſes. This will awakcn 


in you a holy Fear of his Majeſty, and 
you will dread the Thoughts of ſinning 
againſt him, ſince it can never be con- 
cealcd from his Notice; and while you 
think on his Omnzpreſence, you may re- 
jſoice in him as your Guardian and De- 
fence through all Times and Places where 


or whenſocycr it is poſſible for Danger 


to attend you. Meditate on his bound- 
leſs Goodneſs : Our God is Love, and 
all Nature is filled with the Bleſlings of 
bis Bounty. He has overſpread the Skies 
with Light, and covered the Earth with 

L 6 Food 
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Food for Man and Beaſt. Of what a vaſt 
and ſurprizing Extcnt is the whole Fa- 
mily of Creatures which are maintain'd 
out of the Stores of God! What a tranſ- 


cendent Veneration ſhould we have of 


that Goodneſs which ſatisfies the cra- 

ving Appetites of Millions daily and 

hourly ! 
Beſides theſe general Effects of the 


divine Goodneſs, tis proper to have the 


Memory furniſhed with particular In- 
ſtances of Protections, Deliverances, E- 
ſcapes from Danger, rich and unme- 
rited Bleſſings, which we ourſelves have 
enjoyed, that we may awaken our Gra- 


titude, re-kindle our dying Love, and 


exalt our Hearts and our Voices in 
. IE 
Nor is it leſs uſeful to meditate ſome- 
times on the Sins and Follies of Man- 
kind, that we may admire the Patience 
of a God ſo affronted and fo abuſed: 


Nor is it leſs needful to recollect our own. 


Follies, and our Guilt, that we may keep 
holy Repentance in its lively Exerciſes ; 


for the Spring of godly Sorrow ſhould 


never 
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never be dricd up while we dwell in theſe 
Regions of Sin and Defilement. 

Then the aftoniſhing Deſigns of di- 
vine Mercy, towards guilty Creatures, 


call for a due Share of our Meditations : 


Deſigns of Mercy in the Heart of God, 


Counſels of Peace tranſacted with his 
Son Feſius Chriſt before the World be- 


gan, in order to reſcue Mankind from 
the Ruins of Nature, and to raiſe up a 


| Choſen Seed for his own Glory out of the 
rebellious Race of Adam. 


Here the Thoughts of a Chriſtian 
ſhould ſpread themſelves abroad, and give 


a Looſe to holy Contemplation and 
Wonder. Let us run baek to antient 


Ages, and view Jeſus the Son of God, 
the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, 
in his pre- exiſtent State of Light and Hap- 
pineſs, before he viſited us in Fleſh. 
There he dwelt in the Boſom of the 


Father, before he made our World, or 


appeared in it: We ſhould trace his ya- 


rious Appearanees to the Patriarchs, and 


his Conduct of the Church through ma- 
ny Ages, under the Name of the Angel 
of God's Preſence, under the Character 
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of the King of Iſrael : We ſhould me- 


ditate on his wondrous Condeſcenſions 
to become incarnate, to dwell in ſuch 


feeble Fleſh and Blood as ours is, to be 


compaſſed about with Infirmities, to ſu- 
ſtain perpetual Labours and Sorrows, Fa- 
tigues and Reproaches through the 


Courſe of a mortal Life, to bear thoſe 


unknown Agonies in the Garden, and 
on the Crols, which were the Price of 


our Pardon, and the Means of his Atone- 


ment for our Guilt. What amazing 


Love is this! How Divine! How Un- 


ſearchable! It has Heights, and Lengths, 


and Breadths, and Depths m it that 


paſs all our X nowledge, and demand 
our dcvouteſt Praiſes. Trace him then 
from the Crots to the Tomb, follow 
him through the Regions of the Dead, 


behold him in the Power and Glory of 
his Reſurrection ; ſee him aſcending on 
a bright Cloud to Heaven, attended wth 


the Chariots of God, which are twenty 
Thouſand, even unnumber'd Thouſands 
of Angels; view him fitting on the 
Right-hand of God, making lnterceſſion 
there for Sinners, Rebels, Encmucs, that 

they 


the devout Affections. 255 
they may be divinely transformd into 
Saints, Children, Friends. Survey him 


at the Head of ail Principalities and Pow- 
ers, ruling all things according to his 


Father's Decrees, for the Glory of his 


Father, and for his own Glory, as well a 
for the eternal Welfare of his Church. 
What bright and vigorous Contempla- 


tions, what entertaining Ideas, what Ef- 


forts of pious Paſſion may be raiſed by a 
ſanctified Mind travelling ſuch a ſpacious 
Round of divine Wonders! 

Enter into yourſelves, think what once 
you were, corrupt, abominable, unclean, 
unholy : Remember the diſtinguiſhing 
Grace of God, whereby you were a- 
wakened to a Senie of your Sin and 
Danger, and were taught to fly for Re- 
fuge to Jeſus your all- ſufficient Hope: 
Think on your Iniquities all pardoned ; 
think of your Garments and Soul waſhed 
white in the Blood of the Lamb; think 
on the powerful Influences of the Hpirit 
of God that hath changed your vile 
Nature, and made it holy, that hag 
guarded you from a thouſand Tempta- 
tions, and is training you up to ever- 

laſting 
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laſting Bleſſedneſs. Which of the Paf- 
fions 1s there that would lic cold and 


filent under the lively Sentiments of ſuch a 
various and important Scene of Things? 


7 2 
* 


this fifth Direction; and that is, We 
may have our devout Paſſions quicken'd 
by Converſe with thoſe Parts of the 
holy Bible which contain the moſt af- 
Fecting Snbjefts, and expreſs them in 
the moſt pathetick Manner, Read ſome 
of the Wonders of Mcrcy and Love in 
the Tranſactions of God with his an- 


tile Armies; how he brought them out 
of Bondage and Brick-kilns, by a mighty 
and miraculous Effort of Power and 
Grace; how he led them through Seas 
dry-ſhod, and commanded Rivers to 
cleave aſunder, and leave a Path for 


by miſſionary Angels, and ſometimes in 
his own Royal Perſon ; for they ſaw 


the Vengeance and the terrible Deſtruc- 


drowned 


But I proceed to the ſecond Part of 


cient People, how he reſcued them from 
the midſt of barbarous Nations and hoſ- 


their March; how he viſited them after 


the God of Iſrael. Read and meditate 


tion executed on the old World that was 
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drowned in the Flood; the Deluge of 


Wrath that fell on Sodom and Gomorrah, 


which periſhed by divine Lightning ; 


for the Lord rained down Fire and 


Brimſtone from the Lord out of Hea- 
ven upon them. Read the ten Plagues 
of Egypt, and the Deſolations that were 
ſometimes ſpread over rebellious 1/rael, 


and ſometimes over the Heathen Na- 
tions by an angry God, in the Writings 


of Moſes, and the Book of Judges. 
Read the ſoft and melting Language of 
divine Mercy, inviting Sinners to return 
to God by 1/aiah the Evangelick Pro- 
pher. Survey the Promiſes that are big 


with Bleſſings, that contain Pardon, and 
Righteouſneſs, and Grace, and Life, and 


Salvation, and Glory in them; and let 
the pious Affections of Hope and Love 
break out and diffuſe themſelves with ſweet 
Delight. Read the Hiſtory of the Life 


and Death of our bleſſed Lord, which is 


made up of Love and Wonders, and look 
into ſome of the more affectionate Para- 
graphs of St. Paul, and the pathetick Parts 
of all the ſacred Epiltles. | 


But 
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But above all, for this Purpoſe, I muſt 
recommend the Specimens of divine 
Meditation, and divine Worſhip, the 
Complaints, the Supplications, and the 
Songs of Praiſe winch arc offered to 
God by holy Men in the Old Teſta; nont, 
and inthe New. You fi ſome of :/ic'c 
in the Books of N, 5, Ezra, job, 
Daniel, and other Pro. lets; eſpecially 
the P/alms of David A rich and hea- 
venly Treaſure is this A Repolitory, 


of God, in all ſuccceding Ages, have 
had Recourſe to it, both as an Example 


Devotions. Chooſe a Plalm ſuited to 
your own Caſe and Frame and Tem- 
per; compare your Hearts with the P/a/- 
71ſt, and your Circumſtances with his; 
lift up your Souls to God in the Words 
of David, or imitate his Language, 
where his Words do not ſo perfectly ex- 
preſs your Caſe. Enter into his Spirit, 
form and model your pious Affections 
by that illuſtrious Pattern; and be ſure 
to bring Chrift and the ſweet Diſcoveries 
of Grace, and the Bleſſings of the Go- 
ipcl 


or an Altar of ſacred Fire. The People 


and a Spring of moſt lively and exalted 
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ſpel into this fort of Devotion. David 
himſelf, under the Influence of the Holy 
Spirit, practisd this; though in a more 
obſcure Manner, and in the Style of 
Prophecy: And if in the midſt of ſuch 
a dark Diſpenſation, ſurrounded with 


Types and Shadows, we find ſuch ſur- 


pr-zing Efforts of Fear and Love, of 
Joy and Vonder, of Deſire and Hope, 


of Faith, and Adoration, and Praiſe, 


bow unſpeakably glorious and entertain- 
ing would it be to us, if we had a Book 
of ſuch holy Mclody, ſuch harmonious 
Worſhip written by divine Influence in 
the Language of Chrz/t and his Goſpel, 
interlin'd with the Blood of the Son of 
God, adorn'd and enlivend with the 
Grace and Glory of a riſing and a reign- 
ing Saviour, and animated and enriched 
with the Holy Spirit, and the Bleſſings of 
the New Teſtament 2 Perhaps this is too 
ſublime a Privilege, too high a Favour 
for the Church to expect or enjoy in this 


corrupted and degenerate State: Perhaps 


we muſt wait for ſuch a ſeraphick Vo- 


lume, till we are raiſed to join the Songs 


and the Harps of the ben enly Jeruſa- 
lem; 
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upper World. 


Particular. 


lem ; or at leaſt till the happy Time of 
the Reſtitution of all things, when a new 
Heaven and a new Earth ſhall introduce 
fuch a State of things among Men, as 
ſnall be near a kin to the Glory of the 


But tis time now to go on to the next 


VI. Ihen you find a devout Paſſion 
ariſing in your Heart, indulge and che- 
riſh it if there be a convenient Haſon. 
Take hccd that you do not baniſh the 
holy Thought, or ſuppreſs the ſacred 
Affection. Do not immediately plunge 
yourſelf without Neceſſity, into the Bu- 
ſineſſes of Life, or any vain Amuſements, 
leſt you damp the Wing of your holy 
Deſires, which would bear you upward 
to God; quench not thoſe Seeds of di- 
vine and heavenly Fire, which God has 
kindled in your Souls. When the quick- 
ening Spirit takes hold of your Heart, 
take care that you do not refule to fol- 
low him: Reſiſt not the Motions of the 
bleſſed Sprzt, leſt he retire grieved, and 
it may be long ere he return, 1 Te, 
v. 19. Eph. iv. 30. When the bleſſed 


God 


the devout Aﬀettions. 261 


God does, as it were, take you by the 
Hand, and lead you aſide from the 
World, to converſe with himſelf, when 
your bleſſed Saviour doth (if I may fo 


expreſs) touch the Springs of Devotion 


within you, and, as it were, invite and 
beckon you to holy Fellowſhip with him, 
have a care that you do not turn rudely 


away from him, and renounce his Invi- 


tations. Let ſuch ſacred Seaſons, ſuch 


heavenly Moments, be duly valued and 


improved. Let pious Affections be in- 
dulged and promoted, unleſs plain and 
neceſſary Buſineſs call you away at that 
Time to other Engagements. 

But if it ſhould happen, that the Pro- 
vidence of God and your Duty de- 


mand your Thoughts and your Hands 


to be employed in ſecular Affairs, 
when you feel a devout Paſlion ariſing, 
you may in ſome meaſure remedy this 
Inconvenience, by the following Ad- 
VICE. 

VII. Endeavour to keep up 4 con- 
ant Savour of Religion in the mid/t 


of the Buſineſſes and Cares of this Life. 


While you are travelling through the 


Wilder- 
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Wilderneſs of this World, walk always 
with God : Do cvery thing i in the Name 
of God, as under the Influence of his 
Command, and with a Deſign for his 
Glory : And let your Soul go forth often 
towards him, in ſhort and holy Exer- 
ciſes; this will keep the devout Aﬀections 
awake and active. 

If you have found God in the Cloſet, 
or in the Church, carry him with you 
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Shop and the Family, ſo far as a proper 
Attention to your daily Buſineſs will per- 
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in ſhort Intervals of Worſhip go out to- 


1 wards God. Never let an Hour paſs 
(if poſſible) without ſome devout Aſpi- 
It rations towards Heaven. In the Evening- 
'T watches, at Midnight, and at the Dawn 
; of the Morning, the holy Pſalmiſt ſent 


up his Thoughts to God ; and he was 
often breathing out his Soul towards 
him, amidſt the Affairs of the Day, 
Pſal. xiii. 6. and xxv. 5, I will me- 
ditate on thee in the Night-watches ; 

thou 
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into the Things of the World, into the 


mit. Suffer no long Intermiſſions of 
your heavenly Work, leſt your pious 
Affections grow cold. Let your Thoughts 
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thou art the God of my Salvation, on 
thee ao I wait all the Day. O bleſſed 
Souls, who imitate the Practice of that 
ſublime Saint, the Man after God's own 
Heart. | | 
VIII. Confine not your Religion al- 


ways to your Thoughts. Sometimes, 


perhaps, while you are muſing the Fire 
will burn, as David found it, Pal. 
xxxix. 3. Then ſpeak with your Tongue 
to God or to Man as David did, who 
was moſt exquiſitely skilled in all the 


holy Methods of a devout Life, and 


was the nobleſt Pattern of ſacred Fer- 
vour. . 
Gain ſome Acquaintance with lively 
Chriſtians: Mutual Converſation ſhall 
raiſe the divine Flame higher, like united 
Torches, which increaſe each other's 
Blaze. Sharpen your Deſires, and kindle 
your Hopes and Joys by mutual holy 
Diſcourſe. Borrow a Coal from the 
Altar of the Sanctuary, from the Ordi- 
nances of publick Worſhip, and warm 
your own Hearts, by endeavouring to 
warm the Heart of your Neighbour. 
Speak to one another of the heavenly 
| World, 
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World, till. each of you find your 
Wings ſtretched for the Flight, and you 
long for the divine Summons. Mix your 
Flames of celcſtial Love as Angels do, 
and let them ſpire upward, and point 
toward Zeſus your beloved. Man is a 
ſocial Creature, and his Paſſions were 
made to be raiſed by Converſe. Break 
therefore through the Reproach and 
Shame of a degenerate Age, and. aſpire 
to the Life and Diſcourſe, and Joy of 
Angels. 

IX. Seek earneſily the Influences of 
the quickening Spirit, Without him 
you can do nothing. Ir is the Spirit 
of God who raiſes dead. Sinners at firſt 
into a divine Life, and he puts all the 
languid Springs of Life into new Mo- 
tion. Thoſe vigorous and active Powers 
of the Soul, which have ſo ſtrong an 
Influence to promote the Vivacity and 
Beauty of true Religion, are under his 
Government, and they want a divine 
Touch from his Finger, to quicken and 


awakens our Fear, who cxcites our 
Hopes, who kindles our Love and 
Deſire 


_ accelerate their Motions. Tis he who 
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Deſire to Things holy and heavenly ; and 
tis he who exalts our ſpiritual Joys. 
How often does the pious Pſalmiſi cry 
out for quickening Grace in the cxixth 
Pſalm, and for the continued Influences 
of the Holy Spirit, in other Parts of his 
devotional Writings? The whole Church 
prays for the ſame quickening Opera- 
tions, Pſal. Ixxx. 11. Quicken us, O 
Lord, fo will we call upon thee. Let 
this be the Matter of our daily and im- 

portunate Requeſts to Heaven. 
And let us remember too, that under 
the Goſpel CHriſt is the Spring of our 
Life; he is appointed by the Father to 
beſtow his Spirit: He himſelf is called 
our Life, Coloſſ. iii. 3. He himſelf is a 
qnickening Spirit, 1 Cor. v. 45. All the 
Principles of our Holineſs muſt be de- 
ved from him, as our Head of vital 

influence. | 
X. The lat Thing I ſhall propoſe, in 
order to keep the devout Paſſions awake 
and lively in Religion, is to live much 
% the Faith of unſten Things, and to 
die daily. Set yourſelves continually as 
on the Borders of the Grave, and the 
5 inviſible 
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inviſible World : This was St. Paul's 
Practice, 1 Cor. xv. 31 I proteſt by 
our * rejoicing which I have in Chriſt 
Feſus, I die daily: And his daily liv- 
ing in the Views of Death, had a happy 
Influence to maintain his reſoicing in 
Chriſt. 
If you conſtantly look on yourſelves 
as dying Creatures, and place yourſelves 
on the Borders of Eternity, you will 
then take leave daily of ſenſible things, 
and live by the Faith of things inviſible. 
You will then behold God as ever near 
you, God the Judge of all, the ever- 
laſting Hope, and the Portion of his 
Saints : You will be very unwilling to 
have your Heart abſent from God, 
while you look at Death as juſt at 
hand. „ 
Then the bleſſed Jeſus, both as a Sa- 


* Moſt of the Gree# Copies, as well as our own 
Tranſlation, read it your rejoicing; but tis hard to 
make Senſe cf it, without changing the Word your 
into our, Which in the Greek is but the ſmall Change 
of one Letter ; and one or more MS. Copies have the 
Word our, and ſupport this Alteration. 


your 


viour and as a Judge, will be much on 
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your Thoughts. Am 1 ready to appear 
before my Fudge ? Have I any firong 
and ſecure Evidences that ſeſus is my 


Saviour ? 


Then the Gates of Heaven will be 
ever as it were open before you, and 
the Glories of it always within your 
View : You will think much of the 
heavenly World, with all its holy In- 
habitants, with its divine Enjoyments, 


with its everlaſting Freedom from Temp- 


tation, and Sin, and Sorrow, with its 


_ delightful Buſineſs, and its unknown 


Pleaſures. 0. — 
Then this World will be as a dead 
thing in your Eyes; it will have very 
little Power to work on your Paſſions, 


and to draw you aſide from God: He 


will be your Love, and your All. The 
Strength of Faith, and the Views of 
Death will command your Fears, and 
Hopes, and Deſires, and confine them to 
the Things of Religion. 
Then you will be ever ſolicitous to 
brighten your Evidences for Heaven, to 
keep your Hopes firm and unſhaken, by 
often reviewing the Grounds and Foun- 
M 2 dations 
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dations of them: And your Spirit will 
be ſolicitous to be found ready at all 
Hours for the Call and Summons into 
the upper World. Every Power of Na- 
ture, and every Paſſton will be kept in 
its right Frame and Poſture, under the 
Influence of ſuch an Expectation. You 
will Hate every Sin, and abhor the 
Thoughts of it, leſt your Souls be de- 
filed afreſh, when they are juſt called 
to depart : You will keep your Deſires 
of God always warm, and ſet a Guard 
on your Love, leſt it ſuffer any Decay: 


tinual delightful Converſe with heavenly 


and Praiſe. O bleſſed Souls, who daily 
practiſe this fort of Departure from the 
Body, and anticipate the Pleaſures of 
the heavenly State! who love the bleſſed 
God, ana delight in him here on Earth, 
as far as Mortality will admit, and are 
breathing after the more conſummate 
Holineſs and Joy of Paradiſe! This was 
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Language of Armelle Nicolas, a poor 
Servant "Maid, who had ſpent more than 
thirty 


You will raiſe your Thoughts to a con- 


things, and enter into the Spirit of Joy 


the Frame and Temper, this the devout. 
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thirty Years of her Life in the con- 
ſtant Exerciſe of divine Love. God has 
not ſent me (favs ſhe) into this World 


but to love himſelf, and through his 


great Mercy I have loved him ſo much, 
that I cannot love him more, after the 
Manner of Mortals : I muſt go to him, 
that I may love him after the Manner of 
the Bleſſed. 


MEDITATION. 

Have learnt ſo much of Religion, 

as to know that it docs not confiit 
in vehement Commotions of animal Na- 
ture, in ſublime Raptures and Extaſies: 
We may be ſincere Chriſtians in the 
Exerciſe of Repentance and Faith, and 
in the Practice of holy Obedience, with- 
out any overwhelming Sorrows, or 
tranſporting Joys. Yet ſince the various 
Affections of Fear and Hope, Love and 


Sorrow, Deſire and Delight, belong to 


my Nature, I am ſure they ought to be 
all engaged in ſome Mcaſure in the 
Service of God and Religion: And I 
have been taught in this Diſcourſe, by 
what Methods it may be obtained. Let 


M 3 me 
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me now recollect theſe Advices briefly, 
in order to Practice. 


And firſt, I will endeavour has the 
ruling Powers of my Soul, the Under- 


ſtanding and the Mill be employed in 


theſe Affairs of everlaſting Importance. 
O may my Memory be richly furniſhed 
with Treaſures of divine Knowledge; 
may I be fully convinced of the Neceſlity 


and Worth of true Religion! May I 


have the moſt exalted Eſteem of God 
and Things heavenly ! May theſe be 
tac Objects of my deareſt Choice! May 
my Will be firmly determined, to fix 
on theſe as my higheſt Portion, and my 
everlaſting All! 

And can I go thus far, without ma- 
king God the ſupreme Object of my 


Love? Can I chooſe him with all his 


Excellencies, his Graces, and his Glo- 
ries, as my all ſufficient Happineſs, and 
live upon him as ſuch, and yet not love 
him? I think this is impoſſible. Let me 
then cheriſh and improve this divine 


Principle of Love; and divine Love 


will govern all the other Paſſions of Na- 
ture, will imploy them in their pro- 


PCT 


We ba jo Pt 


the devout Aﬀettions. 271 


per Work, and diſtribute to them their 
ſeveral Offices in the religious Life. 
Love is the ſovereign and commanding 


Paſſion. 


But what ſhall I do, O Lord, to love 
thee more? How ſhall I kindle this di- 
vine Flame? How ſhall I nouriſh it and 
raiſe it high? I meditate on the Wonders 
of thy Nature, the Extcnt of thy Good- 
neſs, and the Riches of thy Mercy, and 
yet how little do I love thee? I re- 
view the ſweet Variety of Bleſſings that 
I have received from thy Hand in this 


Life, and the ſurprizing Tranſactions of 


thy condeſcending Grace, which relate 
to the Life to come, and yet how little 


do I love thee? I behold Jeſus thy 


Son ſent out of thine own Boſom to 
take Fleſh and Blood, and to dwell a- 
mong Sinncrs, even Jeſus the Son of 


thy higheſt Love, ſent down to Earth to 


be made a Sacrifice, and to die for the 


ſake of ſuch guiity Wretches as I am, 


(an amazing Inſtance of thy Love to 
us) and yet how little do 1 love thee ? 
I rcad in thy Word what thou haſt done 
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for me in ancient Times and Ages, long 
before I was born ; and what thou wilt 
do for me in Worlds and Ages beyond 
Death and Time, and yet I am aſhamed 
to think How little I love thee £ My 
Thoughts run from one Eternity to an- 
other, and trace the various and tranſcen- 
dent Wonders of thy Love in the ſe- 
veral Pcriods of Time; glorious and a- 
ſtoniſhing Inſtances of the Compaſſion 
of a God to a worthleſs Creature, to a 
Worm, to a Duſt, an Atom of Being, 
yea worſe, to a Sinner, a Rebel that 
delerves thine immortal Hatred, and yet 
how little do I lovethee? J wander in 
Meditation through the various Fields 


of Nature and Grace, and methinks I 


ſee my God in all of them, diffuſing the 
unbounded Riches of his Wiſdom and 


Love through them all: I endeayour 
to take my warmeſt Paſſions with me, 


while I rove among the unknown Scenes 


of thy Power and Goodnets, and yet, 


O my God, after all I am forced ro con- 


feſs, how exceeding little it is that I 


love thee ! Lord, 'tis thine own Work 
to turn a Heart of Stone into Fleſh, to 
make 
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make it feel all the tender Impreſſions of 
divine Love, and the celeſtial Principle 
of Life and Love within me. Come 
down from on high, thou Sovereign of 


all Nature; come down into my Heart, 


take Poſſeſſion of it for thyſelf, and let 
it ever burn and breathe towatds thee, 


and ſend up the perpetual Incenſc of holy 
Deſire and Love. 


I will ſet a Watch upon my Eyes and 


my Ears, and all the Avenues of Senſe. 


and Appetite, that the Creatures may 


not enter in too far and dwell too near 
my Heart, which | have given up to 


God. I would place a lacred Guard 
upon it, to keep off every Rival. I 


know the Danger that ariſes from the 


flattering Objects of Fleſh and Senſe : If 
they but once gain Admittance into the 


Heart, they arc ever buly to take too 
faſt hold there. Many of the Weeds of 


this Wildernels have gay and flattering 


Bloſſoms, and if once they are permitted 
to creep into the Soul, they twine about 
every Paſſion, aud root themſelves there, 


to the certain Prejudice of divine Love: 
Alas, for that holy Plant! that Flower 
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of heavenly Original! How the noxious 
Weeds of this World choke its Growth, 
and cauſe it to decay and languiſh! 

O may all the tempting Trifles and 
vain Delights of this Life ſtand aloof 
from my Heart, for I have devoted it to 
God for a Habitation. Keep your Di- 
ſtance, ye dangerous Creatures, from 
the Gates of this Temple where my 
God dwells: There let him dwell a- 
lone, and reign over all my Powers for 
ever. 

I would ſeek after my God in his pub- 
lick Ordinances, I would ſcek aftet him 
daily in my fecret Retirements : I would 
give my pious Paſſions a greater Looſe 
where no Eye beholds me, where no Ear 
can take notice of me. O may theſe 
retiring Hours be the ſpecial Seaſons for 


my devout Affections! There I can tell 
my God all my Heart in private Groans 
and private Rejoicings. He ſhall know 


and my painful Sorrows : There I can 
bluſh before him for my ſecret Sins, and 
open the Floods of holy Mourning : 


the lively Exerciſe and the Increaſe of 


what my Sighs mean, what arc my Fears 


There 


nana mc wu „„ oo ee vo mM 


to return again ? 
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There J can pour out into his Ear my 
bitter Complaints of the riſing Corrup- 
tions of my Heart; I can lament over 
the Vanity of my Thoughts, and ſpread 
my unknown Temptations before his 
Eyes. I can lay myſelf low at his Feet 
in the Duſt, and tell him with humble 


Confuſion of Face and Soul, how much 
I have received from him, how much I 


have done againſt him, and how little I 
have loved him. 
In theſe ſecret Chambers of Retire- 


ment I may join the Exerciſes of an 


active Faith and a chearful Hope, with 


the Sighs and Tears of Penitence : There 


I can breathe out my moſt vehement De- 
ſires after the Preſence of my God, and 
after the ſweeter Scnfations of his Love. 
My Fleſh and my Heart may pant and 
cry out after God, the living God, and 
ſay, When ſhall J come and appear be- 
fore him? When ſhall I be made more 
intirely like him ? When ſhall theſe Days 
of Sin and Temptation, theſe tedious 
Seaſons of Abſence and Diſtance from 
God come to a final Period, never, never 
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The lonely and retir'd Devotions of a 
Chriſtian may lead him near the Walls 
of Paradiſe, and the Seats of the Ble(- 
ſcd, almoſt within the Sound of their 
Songs and Praites. In a (ſolitary Cell, 


in a Field remote from Cities and Men, 


or in a Grove, ſuch as Abraham planted, 
we may call upon the Name of the 
Lord, the everlaſiing God: There we 
may ſend up Souls toward Heaven 
in moſt pathctick Breathings of Love 
and Joy : The Heart and the Tongue 
may rej ice together in God our Saviour, 


while none but the Trees and the Skies 


bear Witneſs ro the hidden Plcaſures of 
our Religion, and the ſweet Senſations 


of a Conſcience at peace with God:“ 


The Trecs in all their lovely Bloom and 
Verdure, and the Skics in a cloudleſs 
and ſerene Seaſon, are happy Emblems 
of ſuch a Conſcience ſerene and bloom- 
ing with Life and Glory. 

"When the Sun and Day-light are with- 


drawn, we may talk over our Hopes, 
and our holy Joys to the Silence of the 


Moon and the midnight Stars: Silent 


3 divine 


are they, and ſecure Witneſſes of thoſe 
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divine Delights, to which the noiſy and 
the buſy Worid are too much Stran- 
gers, and which the Publick muſt not 
know. There we may make our Boaſt a- 
loud in the Name of Jeſus, as our Saviour 
and our Beloved : We may reckon up 
before him who ſees all things our fair- 
eſt Evidences of an Intereſt in his Love, 


and may glory in the Hope of his Salva- 


tion: Surely when all the pleaſing Paſ- 
ſions of Nature are excited into ſuch a 
juſt and lively Exercite on divine Objects, 
the Power and the Pleaſure of Religion 
within us will acquire thercby a laſting 
Strength. 

In order to carry on this happy Work, 
I am directed to converſe much with 
thoſe Parts of Chriſtianity, which are 
ſuited to raiſe the moſt ſprightly Aﬀec- 
tions. I have done it, O Lord, and yet 
feel my Heart too little warmed and 
raiſed! But I would repeat the holy 
Work; tis all Duty, and it ſhould 
be all Delight: I would repeat it till 


I find the ſacred Fire kindle and glow 


within. I would run over again that 
vaſt and extenſive Ficld of Wonders : 
Again, 
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Again, let me ſurvey the ſublime Glories 


of thy Majeſty, thy Power, thy Wis- 
dom, thy Goodneſs, all unſcarchable 


and all infinite. I would dwell upon 


them till I am loſt in this boundleſs 


Ocean of Godhead, and ſwallowed up 
in Adoration and Wonder. Then would 
J recall my paſt Days of Life, and bring 


paſt Years back to my Remembrance. 
With a ſacred Solemnity would I revolve 


in my Heart the Multitude of my Tranſ- 
greſſions, and the Multitude of divine 


Mercies, till my Soul be melted into 
| Repentance and Love: There's an un- 
known Pleaſure in the Tears of pious 


Love and holy Mourning. I would read the 
aſtoniſhing Hiſtory of the Love of Chriſt, 
and trace the divine Path of it down from 
his Father's Boſom to his State of Infan- 
cy, to the Manger, and the Stable at 
Bethlehem: I would follow this golden 
Trac of Love thro the Weakneſles, the 
Fatigues and Sorrows of a Life of Po- 
yerty and Reproach : I would trace it on 
the midnight Mountains of Prayer, and 
through che ſolitary Wilderneſs, the 
Stage "of his ſore Tarn : I follow 

the 
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the ſhining Thread of this unwearied 
Love, till it brought him to ſuſtain un- 
known Agonies in the Garden, and 
nailed him to the curſed Tree: I be- 
hold him there groaning and expiring 
under the Weight of my Sins: Amaz- 
ing Spectacle! What will awaken devout 
Paſſion if ſuch varied Scenes of divine 
Love and divine Sorrow cannot do it? 

Let me borrow thoſe bleſſed Patterns 
of warm and living Devotion which 
David has left us, and tune the Songs 
of Zion to the Name of Jeſus: The 
ſweeteſt Songs, and the ſweeteſt Name 
will happily unite and increaſe the di- 
vine Harmony. O when ſhall I feel the 
ardent Deſires, the penitent Sorrows, the 
holy Wiſhes, and pious eleyated Joys of 
the ancient Pſalmiſt O for the Return 
of the ſame Spirit that gave the Soul 


and the Harp of David cheſe lacred and 


immortal Elevations! 

When I find a divine Influence reach- 
ing my Heart, and railing a deyout Paſ- 
ſion there, I would hold faſt and che- 
riſh the heavenly Sun-beam, till I feel 


the holy Warmth diffuſed thro all my 


Powers ; 
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Powers: Nor would I willingly ſuffer 


the Tides of Buſineſs or Care in this 


World to quench the Spark which was 


kindled from above. 
I would keep up the Savour of di- 


vine Things among the common Af- 


fairs of this Life. A preſent God in the 
midſt of the Labours of this World will 


ſweeten and ſanctify them all, and bring 


Heaven down to Earth. 
Suffer me not, O my God, to bury 
all my Religion within me. Let my 


Tongue communicate ſome of the Won- 


ders of thy Mercy, and be the lively In- 
ſtrument of thy Praiſe : Give Courage 


and Wiſdom, that I may know when 


and how to divert vain Diſcourſe, and 
may dare to ſpeak for God. O when ſhall 


the Time be, that they which fear the 


Lord ſball ſpeak often one to another; 


and warm each other's Hearts with hea- 
venly Converſation? When ſhall the 
bleſſed Spirit reviſit the forſaken Churches, 
and dwell again in the degenerate Fami- 
lies of Chr:/tzans £ While we feel our 
Hearrs heavy, and our Affections cold 


toil 


and languid in the Things of God, we 


the devout Aﬀettions. 281 
toil and heave to raiſe our Souls up- 
ward ; but we toil and heaye in vain 
without this Spirit. We flutter upon 


the Ground, and make Attempts to riſe 


Heavenward; but alas, we grovel and 
groan under our Impotence, till the Spi- 
rit give us an Eagle's Wing to mount 
4s up toward the heavenly World. With 
all our pious Endeavours let us join our 


"Efforts of important Requeſt for the 


Return of the quickening Spirit and his 


vital Influences. 


O that I might live much in the Faith 
of unſeen Things, and ſet my ſelf con- 
tinually as on the Borders of Death. 
Turn aſide the Veil, O bleſſed Jeſus, 
that I may look into the unſeen World! 
or give the Eyes of my Faith Vigour e- 
nough to picrce through the Veil, and 
{ce my God and my Saviour. And may 
this bleſſed Sight make a divine Impreſ- 
ſion upon all the Powers of my Nature, 
luch as may awaken every vigorous and 
pleaſing Pailion of the Heart, ſuch as 
may ingage me to keep my Hopes al- 
ways awake, my Evidences for Heaven 
unſpotted, and my Deſires ever breath- 

ing 
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ing toward thy Preſence, my Saviour and 
my God! If my pious Paſſions were in 
their warmeſt Exerciſe, I ſhould be ever 
ready to obey the divine Order for my 
Remoyal hence : I ſhould receive the 
Meſſenger Death with a Smile on my 
Countenance, and follow the Angel with 
a chearful Step, while he leads me a- 
way from a World of Sin, Sorrow, 


and Darkneſs, to the Regions of Life 


and Joy. 


O happy Country, where Sorrow 
and Sin have no Place, where my Spi- 


rit in its inmoſt Pen ſhall feel an 
eternal Spring! While we dwell in 
this World, tis all Winter with us: 


We behold the Sun as afar off, and 


receive but feeble Influences. But in 
the World on high all Things around 
us are full of Life and Love: There 
are no gloomy Hours, no chilling Blaſts, 
no cold and cloudy Seaſons. There no 
Damp ſhall hang upon the Wing of my 
devout Affections, no Waters Shall e- 
ver quench the Fervour of them. There 
1 ſhall be for ever aſcending nearer to 
God the Centre of my Soul, and all 


my. 
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my Motions will be ſwifter too. E- 
very Power within me ſhall feel ſtronger 
Influences of his Love, when I am got 
ſo far within the divine Attraction. 
Then I ſhall complain no longer of 
Abſcnce and Diſtance, nor feel any 
more Eclipſe of the Face of my God; 
but I ſhall be perpetually receiving a 
full Efflux of Light and Love from "the 
eternal Sun of "Grace and Glory. 1 
ſhall ſpend the Ages of my endleſs 
Exiſtence in a rich Variety of ſublime 
Duties, and ſublime Delights; ſuch De- 
lights and ſuch Duties as are and muſt 
be unknown, till we put off theſe 
coarſe and cumbrous Garments of Fleſh 
and Blood, theſe Veils that enwrap our 
Souls in Darkneſs. 

Happy ſhall I be indeed, when all 
the troubleſome and diſquieting In- 
fluences of Fleſh and Blood ſhall ceaſe : 
All my painful and uneaſy Paſſions 
ſhall be for ever baniſh'd : Grief, and 
Fear, and Anger ſhall vex my Spirit 


.no more. Animal Nature muſt be bu- 


ried in the Duſt, and all the Ferments 
and 
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of them? 
immortal Things; they were made for 
Heaven, and cannot die, nor ſhall their 


was built for Happineſs. 
unknown Powers then ſhall be given 


Means of exciting 


and Emotions of it ſhall ceaſe for 
ever. 


But muſt I then loſe all thoſe kind- 


ly Ferments of Nature too, all thoſe 
which in this pre- 


pleaſing Emotions, 
ſent State add freſh Vigour and De- 
light to the Soul in the Exerciſe of 
its beſt Aﬀections, Love and Joy? 
If all theſe muſt be loſt, 
form me what ſhall come in the room 
Surcly Love and Foy are 


Vigour be diminiſhed in a World that 
What ſtrange 


to ſeparate Spirits, wliereby theſe di- 
vine Affections ſhall be invigorated and 
raiſed to nobler Degrees of Exerciſe? 
Or ſhall my ſeparate Spirit, when tis 
diveſted of every Clog, 
in compleat Liberty, aſe al! irs own 
affectionate Powers in a nobler and 


more perfect Manner, when I ſhali fre 


the divine Objects of them Face to 
Face? Surely the holy Souls that arc 


_ diſmiſſed from Fleſh, ſhall be richly 


furniſhed 


who can in- 


and exulting 


in Glory ſhall 
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furniſhed with all neceſſary Faculties 
for their own Felicity. Every Saint 
find full Satisfaction, 
and intenſe Delight, when all its beſt 
Affections are united and employed on 
the moſt lovely and deſirable Objects; 
when they are all fixed on God, the 
ſupreme Good, and on Jeſus, the moſt 
perfect and moſt divine Image of the 
Father. 

Teſus, together with the Father, ſhall 
be the Object of our Contemplation 
and Love. And at the fame time his 
holy Soul, with all its pure Affections, 
rejoicing in its own Nearneſs to God, 
ſhall be the Pattern of our heavenly 
Joys. I in them (ſays our bleſſed Lord) 
in them, and thou in me, that they 
all may be made perfect in one. And we 
are oh ile ſhall be like him, = we 
ſpall ſee him as he is. 

Theſe are the ſweet Notices of our 
future Felicity, that he hath given us 
to chear our Hearts in the preſent 
State of Faith and Labour: Theſe are 
the brighr, but diſtant Glimpſes of 
thoſe Entertainments which are pre- 

pared 
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pared for us in our Father's Houſe, 


Theſe are little Proſpects of thoſe Ri- 
vers of Pleaſure that run between the 


Hills of Paradiſe, and make glad the 
New Feruſalem, the City of our Cod 


Such Joys as theſe await us on high. 


Do we not feel our Hearts point and 
pant upward? Theſe are the Joys of 


divine Love; the very Faith and Hope 
of this Bleſſedneſs, the flight Glimpſes 
and Foretaſtes of it here on Earth have 
ſomething in them vxſpeakable and full 
of Glory : But the complear Reliſh and 


Fruition of it is reſerved for Heaven, 
and for heavenly Inhabitants to know 


and enjoy. There, and there only are 


ſuch immediate and rich Profuſions of 


divine Love, as the Heart of Man in 


this mortal State is ncither pure enough 


to partake of, nor large enough to con- 


ceive. We muſt die, we muſt die out 
of this World to learn perfectly what 


thoſe Pleaſures are; nor can we know 
them but by Enjoyment. Miſſionary 


Angels could not make us underſtand 
them, noF a Viſit from departed Saints, 
Earthly Languages were not made to 

ecxpreſs 


ints. 
E T0 


preſs 
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expreſs the Fulneſs of theſe Celeſtial 
Senſations : The Ideas of Paradzſe de- 
mand unutterable Words ; nor are Spi- 
rits dwelling in Fleſh, either fit or a- 
ble to hear them. We muſt die then, 
to learn how theſe bleſſed Ones love 
God, and how God loves the Bleſſed. 
O when will the happy Day arrive? 
When will the Hour ſhine out upon us, 
and the bright Moment appear? It is 


coming, it is coming, as faſt as Time 


can rowl away, and the Sun and Moon 
can finiſh their appointed Periods. 

Come, my Soul, rouze thy ſelf from 
thy dull and lethargic Temper ; ſhake 
off the Duſt of this Earth that hangs 
heavy upon thy better Powers. Haſt 
thou not been long weary of ſuch cold 


and frozen Devotion as is practis d in 


this earthly State? Haſt thou not long 
complained of loving thy God ſo lit 
tle, and of taſtiag fo little of his Love? 
Come, raiſe thy ſelf above theſe dull 


and deſpicable Scenes of Fleſh and Senſe, 


above all that is not i.amortal. Lift up 
thy Head with Chearful:eſs and eager 
Hope ; look out with longing Eyes be- 

yond 
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yond the ſhadowy Region of Death, 
and ſalute the Dawning of thy eternal 
Day : Stretch out thy Arms of intenſe 
Deſire, and ſend a Flight of devout 
Wiſhes acroſs the dark Valley, to mect 
the approaching Joys of nn. 
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